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ENGLISH - II/BUSINESS ENGLISH - 11

Time: 2 V2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART - A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

Read the following soliloquy carefully from Shakespeare’s play Hamlet and answer
the question that follows:

O, my offense is rank, it smells to heaven;

It hath the primal eldest curse upon ’t,

A brother’s murder. Pray can I not,

Though inclination be as sharp as will.

My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent,
And, like a man to double business bound,

I stand in pause where I shall first begin

And both neglect. What if this curséd hand
Were thicker than itself with brother’s blood?
Is there not rain encugh in the sweet heavens
To wash it white as snow? Whereto serves mercy
But to confront the visage of offense?

And what’s in prayer but this twofold force,
To be forestalléd ere we come to fall,

Or pardoned being down? Then I’ll look up.
My fault is past. But, O, what form of prayer
Can serve my turn? “Forgive me my foul murder”?
That cannot be, since I am still possessed

Of those effects for which I did the murder:
My crown, mine own ambition, and my queen.
May one be pardoned and retain th’ offense?
In the corrupted currents of this world,
Offense’s gilded hand may shove by justice,
And oft ’tis seen the wicked prize itself

Buys out the law. But ’tis not so above:

There is no shuffling; there the action lies

In his true nature, and we ourselves compelled,
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Even to the teeth and forehead of our faults,
To give in evidence. What then? What rests?
Try what repentance can. What can it not?
Yet what can it, when one cannot repent?

O wretched state! O bosom black as death!

O limeéd soul, that, struggling to be {ree,

Art more engaged! Help, angels! Make assay.

1. Critically examine King Claudius’ soliloquy as a reflection of inner guilt, moral conflict,
and the limitations of the legal system. In your answer, analyse his inability to achieve
genuine repentance, his understanding of the distinction between legal and divine justice,
and Shakespeare’s critique of a system in which legal outcomes may be shaped by social
and political influence.

OR

2. Define translation and analyse its importance in facilitating communication across
languages and cultures. Examine the key challenges a translator faces in conveying
meaning accurately.

PART - B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Examine the concept of existentialism in Franz Kafka’s novel The Trial, with particular
focus on the individual’s confrontation with an absurd and incomprehensible legal
system.

4. Analyse the relationship between Hamlet and Gertrude in the play Hamlet, with particular
focus on the emotional tension between a son and his mother. How does this relationship
reflect conflict, moral anxiety, and psychological complexity?

5. Analyse the role of Scout Finch as a narrator in Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a
Mockingbird, focusing on how her childhood innocence and emotional view, as she looks
back on her past, shape the reader’s understanding of social injustice.

6. Examine the idea that translation is a creative process rather than a mechanical one, with
reference to its socio-cultural dimensions.

7. Evaluate the relationship between law and literature, explaining how literature functions
as an extra-legal resource and contributes to the aesthetics and understanding of law.
Ilustrate your answer with reference to any literary texts or films you are familiar with.

8. Examine how the study of the English language, literary texts, translation, and legal
perspectives contributes to a deeper understanding of society, justice, and human values.

9. Evaluate the concept of the Kafkaesque with reference to Franz Kafka, with special
reference to The Trial. Explain its key characteristics through suitable illustrations from
the novel.
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10. Read the following passage from To Kill a Mockingbird and answer the questions that
follow in 23 sentences each:

“But there is one way in this couniry in which all men are created equal —there is one

human institution that makes a pauper the equal of a Rockefeller... that institution,
gentlemen, is a court.

Our courts have their faults, as does any human institution, but in this country our courts
are the great levellers, and in our courts all men are created equal.
In the name of God, do your duty.”

Questions:
a) Who is the speaker and in what context are these words spoken? (1 Mark)
b) What is meant by calling the court a “great leveller”? (1 Mark)
c) How does this passage present the ideal of equality before law? (1 Mark)
d) What kind of appeal is made in the final line? (1 Mark)
e) What does this passage suggest about the gap between legal ideals and social
reality? (1 Mark)
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TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI

I Year - B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programmes

End Semester (Even -Semester) Examinations, May - 2026

SOCIOLOGY - 11 (Indian Society)

Maximum Marks: 40

Time: 2 ¥ Hours

PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Discuss Village as a social unit, and explain all the criteria to classify villages.

2. Examine the theory of Class struggle as proponed by Karl Marx.

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Define Estate system and its characteristics.
4. Evaluate the objective and subjective criterion of Social Class.
5. What is familism and explain all the traits of familism found in rural societies.

6. Evaluate in detail the discourse of Criminal Tribes in India.

~J

8. Evaluate Secularism and the process of secularization.
9. Evaluate Theology, creed and sects in Religion.

10. Evaluate the role of a mystic, prophet and a messiah in Religion.

. Define Caste according to Herbert Risley, and explain the two division of caste.
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POLITICAL SCIENCE - II (Political Obligations)

Time: 2 V2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Give an account of Joseph Raj’s prudential reasons to obey the law and explain his ideas
on the obligation to obey the law.

2. Critically analyse Part — III, Part — IV and Part — IV-A of the Indian Constitution from the
perspective of Political Obligation of the Government and Citizens of India

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. “The sense of identification with the political community and the corresponding
responsibility is part of what it means to be a member of polity and to recognize one’s
Political Obligation™ — Explain the statement.

4. What is Governmental Lawlessness and what are the various forms of governmental
lawlessness which is an important aspect of crisis to the Legitimation of Law in India
according to Prof. Upendra Baxi.

5. What do you mean by crisis and explain how the Colonial Nature of the Indian Legal
System has caused crisis of Legitimation of Law in India as was explained by Prof.
Upendra Baxi.

6. ~Lesser the use of violence greater is the legitimacy of the State” — taking clue from the
statement analyse the idea as to during which period of independent Indian State this
situation has prevailed and what were the factors that contributed to this position.

7. Explain how there was crisis of the Indian State in the *Third Phase’ as it was coined as
*Crisis Phase” by Prof. Haragopal.

8. Write about Henry David Thoreau’s ideas on a Good Government and on problem of
Obedience to Unjust Laws.

9. Explain Mahatma Gandhi's ideas on the Concept of State and the Right of the individual
to disobey the laws of the State.
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10. “One of the significant features of the Lockean contract is that it ensures to the
individuals the right of revolution against despotic and tyrannous government”
Explain.
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HISTORY - I (History of Indian Subcontinent)

Time: 2 V> Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 = 10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

I. “The study of ancient Indian history” argues R.S. Sharma. “is important for several
reasons.” Contextualise the statement by referring to the general key features of social,
political, economic, religious and legal institutions of pre-British india.

2. “History writing always reflects prevailing needs and moods.” Contextualise the
statement by referring to the aims and methods of Marxist historiography.

PART — B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. “Those who were most directly concerned with India in the nineteenth century were the
British administrators, and the early non-Indian historians of India came largely from this
group. Consequently, the early histories were ‘administrator’s histories’, concerned
mainly with the rise and fall of dynasties and empires.” Contextualise the statement by
referring to valid facts.

4. Sangam literature plays a more significant role in constructing the history of the Sangam
period than any other source; this very fact that leads to differences of opinion among the
historians regarding the nature of its society and the polity. Comment on the statement
with valid facts.

5. “There is hardly any period in Indian history” argues ID.K. Ganguly, “that has engaged so
much attention of scholars as the Gupta age and yet, what is known about it is not free
from inaccuracy, inadequacy and controversy.” Do you agree with the argument?
Substantiate your answer with suitable examples.

6. Historians who belong to different schools offer various theories on the nature of the state
that existed in medieval South [ndia. Evaluate the main theories and justify which one is
most feasible in your view.

7. Rekha Pande argues that ‘every religious reform movement has a certain purpose.’
Do you agree with the statement? Substantiate your answer with suitable examples.
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8. Certain historical events that took place in pre-British India still have their influence on
contemporary Indian society and politics. In the light of the above statement critically
analyse the causes and consequences of the invasion of Mahmud of Ghazni.

9. “As Muslim soldiers were well-versed in military techniques, Devaraya 1 (1406-1422),
appointed Muslims in his army. He took all the care not to offend their religious feelings.
Ferishta, the medieval Muslim chronicler informs that Devaraya made arrangements to
place the Quran on a dais in his court so that his Muslim subjects could offer obeisance
before it. Muslim nobles or courtiers paid their respect to the king through their sacred
scripture. This system was followed by Devaraya II, Krisnadevaraya and Sadasivaraya.
Thus, Vijayanagara rulers exhibited immense religious tolerance in their empire.”
Comment on the statement.

10. One of the important questions that attracted the attention of modern historians of
medieval India is how the Mughal Empire survived for more than three centuries in the
Indian subcontinent. In attempting to answer this question. historians have identified a
set of strategies that the Mughal rulers formulated and followed. State and explain the
strategies that helped the Mughal rulers of India.
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TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI
I Year - B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programmes
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BUSINESS ECONOMICS

Time: 2 ¥2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Why is the Consumer Price Index (CPI) considered as an important indicator of inflation
and Cost of living? Explain the different types of CPI with suitable examples. Assume
that a consumer’s annual consumption basket consists of 20 kg of rice, 30 Kg of Wheat,
35 Kg of Onions and 17 kg of potatoes, the price details for the base year and current year
are provided in the table below. Calculate CPI and rate of Inflation. Analyze the inflation
trend reflected in the data and comment on its possible economic impact on households.

Year Price of Rice l:;:;zaotf lg:l::: ;’;:::OZZ
2016 28 55 Z =
2017 32 58 28 -
2018 36 63 =6 =
2019 41 70 8. 22
2020 45 76 ol -
2021 48 81 67 -
2022 51 85 » B
2023 55 91 g o7
2024 58 95 108 41
2025 63 101 121 45
Base Year = 2016

2. Explain the concepts of Nominal GDP and Real GDP and critically examine the
fundamental differences between them with suitable examples. Using the data provided in
the table below, calculate nominal GDP, Real GDP, GDP deflator and rate of inflation.
Further, analyze the relationship between these indicators in measuring economic growth
and price changes in an economy.
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v (l:’ric;:- of . Price of 0 i Price of Quantit
ear ozilmg Quantity Turmeric uantity Pepper uantity
2019 98 249 111 307 410 108
2020 108 283 127 321 418 11
2021 22 303 139 329 420 138
2022 145 320 153 341 428 146
2023 170 385 169 350 450 162
2024 189 410 182 361 461 169
2025 210 432 198 369 470 180
Base Year = 2019

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3.

Critically examine the economic rationale behind Pigou’s proposition that producers
generating negative externalities should be subjected to higher taxes, while those creating
positive externalities should be provided subsidies and lower tax burdens. Illustrate your
answer with suitable contemporary examples with graphical illustration.

. Explain the concepts of public goods, Private goods, Common goods and Club goods and

critically examine the fundamental differences between them with suitable examples.
Mlustrate your answer with reference to the principle of, “excludable/non excludable and
rival/non rival in consumption”, and how do these characteristics influence market
efficiency and state resource management.

. Explain the concept of asymmetric information and critically examine the problem of

adverse selection in markets. Illustrate your answer with suitable examples and analyze
how information imbalance between buyers and sellers affects market efficiency and
resources allocation.

. [llustrate the principles underlying trade unions and collective bargaining and critically

examine their role in protecting labour interests and regulating employer-employee
relations. Illustrate your answer with suitable examples and support your analysis with
reference to important judicial decisions.

. Critically examine the concept of outsourcing and analyze its advantages and

disadvantage from both economic and legal perspective. Illustrate your answer with
suitable examples.
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8. Explain the different types of foreign exchange rate systems and illustrate how
equilibrium rates are determined in foreign exchange market with a suitable graph.
Analyze the effects of changes in demand and supply on currency valuation and
international trade.

9. Examine the concept of Human Development Index and critically examine its major
components and parameters used for measuring human development. Illustrate the major
limitations associated with HDI, provide suitable examples.

10. Explain the necessity of measuring Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Illustrate three
important methods with examples to measure GDP and briefly analyse their
significance.
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RESEARCH TOOLS FOR BUSINESS DECISION MAKING

Time: 2 ¥ Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (4 x 10 = 40 Marks)

Answer any FOUR of the following questions:

1. Calculate Fisher’s index number from the foltowing data and prove that it satisfies both
the time reversal test and factor reversal test.

2000 2001
Articles
Price Expenditure Price Expenditure
A 6 ) 7 112
B 8 80 10 90
C 5 50 6 60
D 5 60 4 S
E 15 90 20 120

2. Calculate coefficient of correlation for the following data by taking deviations from actual
mean.

57 | 59 | 62 63 64 65 35 58 57

113 | 117 | 126 | 126 | 130 | 129 | 111 | 116 | 112

3. The following are marks in Statistics (X} and Mathematics (Y) of 10 students.

X 56 539 58 58 57 56 60 54 59 i/

Y 68 67 67 70 65 68 70 66 68 66

(a) Find the regression equation lines by taking 58 as assumed for X and 68 as assumed
mean for Y.

(b) Estimate the marks in statistics of a student who got 69 marks in Mathematics.

(c) Estimate the marks in mathematics of a student who got 62 marks in Statistics.
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4. To study the performance of four salesmen during the festivals — Diwali Ramzan and
Christmas the number of units of Refrigerators sold are given below.

Salesman Festival

Festival A B C D Total
Diwali 50 438 52 46 196
Ramzan 32 31 34 39 136
Christmas 39 36 33 ek 140
SalesT‘:f;,S 121 | 15 | 19 | 117 | 472

Use Two Way of Analysis of Variance and answer the following

i) Do the salesmen significantly difter in performance?

if) Is there significant difference in the sales between the festival?

[Given that the significant value of [ at 5 % level of significance for (3,6) degree of
freedom is 4.76 (Table value) and for (2,6) degree of freedom is 5.14 (Table Value)]

5. 1000 students at college level are graded according to their 1.Q and their economic
conditions. Use Chi square to find out whether there is any association between economic
conditions and the level of 1.Q (Given that the significant value at 5 % level of

significance for 2 degree of freedom is 5.99)

Economic Condition LQ
High Medium Low Total
Rich 160 300 140 600
Poor 140 100 160 400
Total 300 400 300 1000

6. Distinguish between Correlation and Regression.
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MARKETING MANAGEMENT

Time: 2 Y2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (3 x 10 =30 Marks)

Answer any THREE of the following questions:

1. Explain the stages of the Product Life Cycle with a suitable diagram. Apply the concept to
Maggi Noodles and explain how it has moved through different stages.

2. Analyze the product mix strategy of Amul. How does its wide range of dairy products
help in market expansion and risk reduction?

3. A startup launches an affordable smartwatch similar to products of Noise.

a) Suggest a suitable pricing strategy.
b) Justify your choice.
¢) Discuss how pricing may change over time.

4. “Al  shortens and improves the efficiency of distribution channels.”
Explain with suitable examples from Swiggy.

5. Define misleading advertisements and explain their legal consequences.
[llustrate your answer with examples from advertisements of any five products.

PART - B (2 x 5 = 10 Marks)
Answer any TWO of the following questions:

6. Explain the steps involved in the marketing research process.
7. Hlustrate Kotler’s product layers using any one product of your choice.

8. Explain the key factors used to measure the level of consumerism in India.
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LAW OF CONTRACTS -1

Time: 2 ¥ Hours Maximum Marks: 40

PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1.

It is generally said that parties are the best judges of themselves in fixing up consideration
in a contract. In the light of this statement explain the principles relating to adequacy of
consideration and further state how the Rule in Pinnell’s case is overcome through the
Doctrine of Accord and Satisfaction under Section 63 of the Indian Contract, 1872.

. “All compulsions are not *Coercions’, while all ‘coercions are’. Elucidate this statement

with reference to Section 135 of the Indian Contract, 1872.

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each
and question no. 3 to S in this part, the analysis should contain the most
appropriate choice with reasons and also justifications for not choosing the
alternatives options:

3. Ms. Mala advertised on 1% March 2026 that her valuable Violvin is for sale. In the first

week of that month a person visited her and agreed to buy the Violin. When she insisted
payment by cash and not payment through Cheque, the person present produced a
photographic identification to prove that he is a famous Violinist. Based on the proof
shown by him, Ms. Mala accepted the Cheque and let that person take the Violin.
The cheque issued by the person bounced back and that person could not also be traced.
But Ms. Mala, on 1* April 2026, saw the Violin sold by her in the shop-window of a
musical instrument supplier, who had bought the Violin in good faith on 25" March 2026.

Which of the following statements best describes the legal position of the parties.

al Ms. Mala can rescind the contract of sale with the person on the basis of fraudulent
mis-representation.

bf Ms. Mala can recover the Violin from the musical instrument supplier.

c] Ms. Mala can sue the person for damages in the Tort of Deceit and also recover the
Violin from the musical instrument supplier.

df Ms. Mala cannot recover the Violin from the musical instrument supplier.

ef Ms. Mala, though, cannot recover the Violin can sue the person for damages on the
ground of mistaken identity.

Page 1 of 2



4. Mr. Guru, a money-lender, advances INR 10,000/- to Mr. Raghu and exercising undue
influence induces Mr. Raghu to execute a bond for INR 20,000 returnable with interest at
18% per month.

Which of the following statements best describes the legal position of Guru.

al The contract between Mr. Guru and Mr. Raghu is perfectly valid.

b] Mr. Raghu has given his free consent to the transaction.

c] The contract is said to have arisen due to undue influence and Mr. Raghu can avoid
payment fo Mr. Guru

d] The Court can set aside the bond ordering Mr. Raghu to repay INR 10,000/~ with
such interest as may seem just.

e] Mr. Guru cannot recover any amount from Mr. Raghu as he has exercised undue
influence at the inception of the contract.

5. Ms. Radhey, a musician, agreed to give a concert in G.K. Sabha, Chennai on 15" May
2026.
The agreement between the musician and the Sabha contained a clause stating that she
should not agree to sing in any other Sabha on that day. In breach of this clause, Radhey
agreed with another Sabha to a music concert on that day itself.
Which of the following statements best describes the legal position of G.K. Sabha.
af The contract between the parties is not valid as it contains a restrictive covenant.
b] The contract cannot be considered as totally invalid since if contains a positive
covenant and as well a negative covenant.
cf Both the covenants are not specifically enforceable.
d] In any event the positive covenant is not enforceable.
e]Though a positive covenant is not enforceable still a negative covenant is enforceable.

6. Though similarities exist between “Mis-representation’ and ‘Fraud’ in its actual
employment they differ. Elucidate.

7. *Scriptum Predictum non est factum’ (Script predicts as not mine) Bring out the meaning
of this maxim and further explain as to how far and to what extent this maxim stands as a
test in the present day.

8. “A contract to do an act which, after the contract is made, becomes impossible, or by
reason of some event which the promisor could not prevent, unlawful, becomes void
when the act becomes impossible”. [Section 56 Para 2]. Enlighten this statement on the
basis of the doctrine propounded.

9. Section 20 of The Specific Relief Act, 1963 stands amended in the year 2018 and in its
place Doctrine of Substituted Performance with complementary sections to ensure Section
20’s effectiveness has been incorporated. Analyse this statement in the light of the
principles relating to Specific Performance.

10. Write Short notes on:
a) Doctrine of unjust enrichment. (2.5 Marks)
b) Distinction between Present Breach and Anticipatory Breach. (2.5 Marks)
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End Semester (Even-Semester) Examinations, May - 2026
FAMILY LAW -1

Time: 2 ¥4 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART - A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. In Indra Sarma v. V.K.V. Sarma 2013 (15) SCC 755. the Supreme Court observed that
~a live-in or marriage-like relationship is neither a crime nor a sin, though socially
unacceptable in this country. The decision to marry or not to marry or to have a
heterosexual relationship is intensely personal.” In this context, critically evaluate the
judicial attempts to balance individual autonomy and the protection of vulnerable partners
in live-in relationships. Further, analyse how the ‘walk-in, walk-out’ nature of such
relationships is being challenged by contemporary legislative demands for mandatory
registration.

2. Critically examine the legal status and powers of mother as guardian of her minor child.
contrasting the provisions of the Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act (IIMGA), 1956,
with Muslim Personal Law. Support your answer with relevant statutory provisions and
judicial decisions.

PART - B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. The Family Courts Act. 1984, was envisioned as a radical departure from traditional civil
adjudication, yet its implementation has often been described as a mere extension of the
regular court system. Critically evaluate the systemic shortcomings that have contributed
to this situation.

4. Critically examine the essential requirements of a valid marriage under Muslim Law.
Further, distinguish between void (batil) and irregular (fasid) marriages under Muslim
Law, and assess the legal consequences arising from each.

5. Mr. Raghav. a commercial airline pilot based in Hyderabad, married Ms. Mary,
a software engineer employed with a multinational company in Chennai. After marriage.
disputes arose when Ms. Mary refused to resign from her employment and relocate
permanently to Hyderabad despite repeated requests from Mr. Raghav and his family.
Ms. Mary continued pursuing her career and frequently travelled abroad for work
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assignments. Alleging that her refusal to prioritise marital obligations caused mental
cruelty, Mr. Raghav filed a petition for divorce under the Special Marriage Act, 1954.
Discuss whether Ms. Mary's decision to continue her professional career and live
separately for employment purposes amount to mental cruelty under Special Marriage
Act, 1954, Support your answer with relevant statutory provisions and judicial precedents.

. Mr. Rahul, a 7-year-old boy. has lived with his adoptive parents, since he was an infant.
The adoption was conducted privately. Recently, a local child welfare official discovered
a procedural error in the original adoption paperwork and summarily removed Mr. Rahul
from the home, placing him in a state-run institution. while the legal status was being
reviewed. The official argued that until the paperwork is perfect, the child's presence in an
unauthorized home is illegal. The adoptive parents have moved the court for immediate
restoration of custody, arguing that Mr. Rahul is traumatized by the separation and that
their home is the only family he has ever known.

In this context, evaluate the legality of the official's action based on the principle of the
*Best Interest of the Child® as defined under the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act,
1956. Support your answer with relevant judicial decisions.

. Mr. Imran and Ms. Asifa, a Muslim couple married for ten years, began
living separately due to matrimonial disputes. Subsequently, Mr. Imran divorced
Ms. Asifa through falag and paid maintenance only for the iddat period, claiming that he
had no further obligation towards her under Muslim Personal Law. Ms. Asifa, who has no
independent source of income, is also solely responsible for the maintenance and
upbringing of their minor daughter. Aggrieved by Mr. Imran’s refusal to provide further
financial support, Ms. Asifa approaches you for legal advice. Discuss the remedies
available to Ms. Asifa and her minor daughter for claiming maintenance under Muslim
Personal Law and the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS). Support your
answer with relevant statutory provisions and judicial decisions.

. Justice Kurian Joseph in Shayara Bano v. Union of India, AIR 2017 SC 4609 observed
that “there cannot be any Hadith, lima or Qiyas against what is expressly stated in the
Quran”. Analyze the legal significance of this hierarchy and discuss how the primacy of
the Quran influences the scope and application of Ijma and Qiyas in Muslim law.

. Mr. Daniel and Ms. Rebecca, a Christian couple married under the Indian Christian
Marriage Act, 1872, had been living together in Kochi for eight years.
Over time, Ms. Rebecca alleged that Mr. Daniel had become emotionally abusive and
frequently humiliated her in front of relatives. However, she did not wish to dissolve the
marriage completely, as she believed there was still a possibility of reconciliation in the
future. Consequently, Ms. Rebecca filed a petition seeking judicial separation under the
Divorce Act, 1869. Mr. Daniel opposed the petition, arguing that ordinary marital
disagreements do not amount to cruelty warranting judicial separation. In this context,
analyse whether Ms. Rebecca is entitled to a decree of judicial separation under the
Divorce Act, 1869. Distinguish between judicial separation and divorce, and support your
answer with relevant statutory provisions and judicial decisions.

Page 2 of 3



10. Mr. Arvind and Ms. Neha, both Hindus, were married in 2016 and lived together in
Coimbatore. During the subsistence of the marriage, Ms. Neha gave birth to a son,
Vihaan. Due to matrimonial disputes, the couple later began living separately.
Ms. Neha subsequently filed a petition seeking maintenance from Mr. Arvind for herself
and the minor child. Mr. Arvind denied liability to maintain the child. alleging that Ms.
Neha had been involved in an adulterous relationship during the marriage and
contending that Vihaan was not his biological son. He therefore sought a direction from
the Family Court for conducting a DNA test to determine the child’s paternity.
Examine the legal issues involved regarding the presumption of legitimacy of a child
born during a valid marriage and the circumstances under which a court may order a
DNA test in paternity disputes. Support your answer with relevant statutory provisions
and judicial decisions.
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HISTORY - II (History of Colonialism, Nationalism and Communalism in India)

Time: 2 ¥ Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. According to Mr. Bipan Chandra, colonialism in India underwent three distinct stages,
each representing a different pattern of society, economy and polity. Each stage was
designed to promote world capitalism centred on the London metropolis. Discuss the key
features of three stages of colonialism in India.

2. “Indian social reform movement” argues Charles Heimsath, “produced a multifaceted
intellectual expression of the social and cultural transformations which took place under
the impact of British rule.” In the light of the above statement, state and explain the
salient features of the socio-religious reform movement of the 19" century colonial India.

PART — B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. “The Anglo-Mysore Wars were fought over a period of more than a quarter of a century
(1769-1799). They are undoubtedly one of the most important catalysts in launching the
British East India Company (EIC) decisively on the road to the total conquest of the
Indian sub-continent.” Do you agree with the statement? Give reasons.

4. According to Karl Marx. the British in the Indian Subcontinent disassembled Indian
society and reconstituted it for rational and capitalist plunder. Comment on the statement.

5. The introduction of English education in nineteenth century colonial India was an
immediate outcome of the Orientalist-Anglicist Controversy. Comment on the statement.

6. According to Christophe Jaffrelot, B.R. Ambedkar was undoubtedly one of the Indian
intellectuals who shaped modern Indian society and politics. Do you agree with the
statement? Substantiate your answer with valid facts.

7. The “traditional Maharashtrian society which had, by and large, succeeded in perpetuating
its social institutions in spite of the first stirrings of change in the wake of British colonial
conquest. The upper castes mainly Brahmins, who wielded socio-cultural hegemony over
this society and preserved orthodoxy, were both leaders and subjects of the
newly- initiated social awakening and reform.” In the light of the given statement analyse

the contribution of Pandita Ramabai.
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8. Mr. Bipan Chandra, a nationalist historian, argues that the Indian National Congress had
two primary duties, namely, leading the anti-colonial struggle against the British and
nation building in India. Critically evaluate how the Congress carried out its second duty
by analysing its relationship with Dalits in later colonial India.

9. “The Indian national movement was undoubtedly one of the biggest mass movements
modern society has ever seen. It was a movement which galvanized millions of people of
all classes and ideologies into political action and brought to its knees a mighty colonial
empire.” In the light of the given statement evaluate the key features of revolutionary
nationalism in India.

10. According to Mr. Bipan Chandra the communal consciousness was a ‘false
consciousness’ and it was not a natural or an organic outgrowth of the Indian society.
Contextualise the statement by examining the role played by British colonialism in
India.
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SOCIOLOGY - III (Sociology of Law)

Time: 2 ¥> Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Define Pattern variables and explain five pattern variables.

2. Detline Public opinion and Propaganda. Explain in detail the techniques of propaganda.

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Panic and Hysteria.

4. Fashions and Fads.

5. Define Crowds and explain Types of Crowds.

6. Talcott Parson’s isolated nuclear family.

7. Functions and dysfunctions of the family.

8. White-Collar Alienation and Personality Market.
9. The human sciences and classical period.

10. Formal and Substantive Rationality.
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POLITICAL SCIENCE (Political Theory and Organizations)

Time: 2 Y2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Critically analyse the basic Principles of Karl Marx.

2. Write about the important Role of Public Opinion in a State today and also explain the
conditions necessary for the formation of Public Opinion.

PART — B (6 x 5= 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. “People are not only obliged to obey the State, they have a right to disobey it as well
under certain conditions™ — explain the views of the English Liberal Thinkers, Hobbes,
LLocke. Green, and Laski, in substantiation of the statement.

4. “Marx advocated the case of non-political obligation in the pre-revolutionary stage, total
political obligation during the revolutionary stage and its eventual conversion into social
obligation in the post-revolutionary stage of social development” — Critically analyze the
statement.

5. What are the important features of an Ideal Constitution and explain different types of
Constitutions.

6. Write about the types of Executive which are functioning in a large number of countries
of the world and explain important functions of the Executive.

7. “Judiciary in a state should be made independent. If the judiciary is not fiee, it will not be
able to give decisions against the government and protect the fundamental rights, and the
Constitution”- Explain various factors which help in protecting the independence of
Judiciary.

8. What is a Federation and explain important features of a Federal Form of Government.

9. What is a Parliamentary form of Government and what are the important features of a
Parliamentary form of Government.

Page 1 of 2



10. “In a democracy Civil Society Groups have respect for the law, for the rights of
individuals, and for the rights of other groups to express their rights and opinions” —
Explain the role of Civil Society in controlling the power of the State and Public
Officials and protecting Democracy in the State.
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Time: 2 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (4 x 10 = 40 Marks)

Answer any FOUR of the following questions:

1. The following are the particulars applicable to a work process:
Time rate Rs. 5/- per hour
High task 40 units per week
Piece rate above the high task Rs. 6.5/- per unit
In a 40 hour week, the production of the workers was as follows:
A 35 units B 40 units
C 41 units D 52 units
Calculate the wages of the workers under Gantt’s task bonus plan.

2, M/s. Strongman Ltd., has three production departments A. B and C and two service
departments X and Y. The following particulars are available for the month of
March 2010, concerning the organisation.

Rs.
Rent 15,000
Municipal taxes 5.000
Electricity 2,400
Indirect wages 6,000
Power 6,000
Depreciation on Machinery 40,000
Canteen Expenses 30,000
Other labour related cost 10,000
Total 1,14,400
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The following further details are also available:

Total A B C X Y
Floor space (sq. mts) 5000 1,000 1,250 1,500 | 1,000 250
Light points 240 40 60 80 40 20
Direct Wages (Rs.) 40,000 | 12,000 | 8,000 12,000 | 6,000 = 2,000
Horse power of Machines 150 60 30 50 10 -

Cost of Machines (Rs.) 2,00,000 | 48,000 | 64,000 | 80,000 | 4,000, 4,000

The expenses of service departments are to be allocated in the following manner.

A B C X Y
X 20% 30% 40% - 10%
Y 40% 20% 30% | 10% .

You are requested to calculate the total overhead of the three production departments by
preparing Primary and Secondary Distribution Summary.

3. The following balance sheets of M/s. H Ltd., are given for the years ending on 31% March

2008 and 2009.

31t 31 31 31
Liabilities Mar.2008 | Mar.2009 Assets Mar.2008 | Mar.2009
(Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.)
Share Capital: Fixed Assets :
Equity Share capital 20,00,000 40,00,000 | Land and Buildings 12,00,000 | 28,00,000
Reserves & Surplus: Plant and Machinery 6,00,000 | 18,00,000
Capital Reserve 1.00,000 2,00,000 | Furniture and Fixtures 2,00.000 | 3,00,000
General Reserve 6.00,000 5,00,000 | Investments:
Secured Loans: Subsidiary in X Ltd. 1,00,000 1,00,000
10% Debentures 2,00,000 4,00,000 | Immovable properties 8,00,000  4,00,000
Current Liabilities: Current Assets:
Sundry Creditors 12.00,000 8.20.000 | Cash 2.,00.000 20,000
Book debts 6,00,000 | 2,00,000
Stock- in - Trade 4,00,000 3.00,000
41,00,000 59,20,000 41,00,000 | 59,20,000

Prepare a Comparative Balance Sheet of the company and study its Financial Position
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4. Balance sheets of M/s Brown Ltd., as on 1 January 2003 and 315 December 2003 were

as follows:

Liabilities 1-01-2003 |31-12-2003 Assets 1-01-2003 |31-12-2003
;(.‘.reditors 40,0004 44,000Cash 10,000 7,000
Brown’s Loan 25,000 - Debtors 30,000 50,000
[Loan from Banks 40,000 50,000Stock 35,000 25,000
Capital 1,25,000 1,53,000‘Machinery 80.000 55,000

Land 40.000 50.000
Buildings 35,000 60,000
2,30,0000 2,47,000 2,30,000, 2,47,000

During the year machine costing Rs. 10,000/~ [accumulated deprecation Rs. 3,000] was
sold for Rs. 5,000/-. The provision for depreciation against machinery as on [* January
was Rs. 25,000/~ and on 31* December 2003 Rs. 40,000/-. Net profits for the year 2003
amounted to Rs. 45,000/-. Prepare Cash flow Statement as per AS- 3.

5. M/s. Pinky Litd.. expects to have Rs.37.500/- cash in hand on 1*' April, and require you to
prepare an estimate of cash position during the three months, April, May and June.

Following information is supplied to you:

Offi i
Sales Purchases | Wages “SHEIOTY ree Selling
Rs Rs Rs Expenses | Expenses | LExpenses

' ' ' Rs. Rs. Rs.
February 75,000 45,000 9,000 7,500 6,000 4,500
March 84,000 48,000 9,750 8,250 6,000 4,500
April 90,000 52,500 10,500 9,000 6,000 5,250
May 1,20,000 60,000 13,500 11,250 6,000 6,570
June 1,35,000 60,000 14,250 14,000 7,000 7,000

Other Information:

1. Period of credit allowed by suppliers 2 months.
2. 20 % of sales are for cash and period of credit allowed to customers for credit is one

month.

3. Delay in payment of all expenses — 1 month.

=

Income Tax of Rs. 57.500/- is due to be paid on June [5th.

5. The company is to pay dividends to shareholders and bonus to workers of
Rs. 15,000/- and Rs. 22,500/- respectively in the month of April.
6. Plani has been ordered to be received and paid in May. [t will cost Rs. 1,20,000/-.

6. In what respect does management accounting differ from financial accounting?
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Time: 2 ¥4 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 = 10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. A Constitutional Amendment is passed under Article 368 to create a National Judicial
Commission for the transfer of High Court Judges. The Amendment removes the
requirement of -consultation’ with the Chief Justice of India and replaces it with a
majority vote of a Committee consisting of the L.aw Minister and two eminent citizens.
Evaluate if this Amendment breaks the Basic Structure of judicial independence, if any,
with the help of relevant judicial decisions.

2. A Union Bill was passed into an Act, that involves surveilling the citizens for national
security purposes as a Money Bill under Article 110(1) of the Constitution of India. The
Law contains one clause regarding the cost of surveillance to be charged to the
Consolidated Fund, while the rest of the 50 clauses deal with criminal penalties. Examine
the pith and substance of this Act and comment whether the Speaker’s certification to the
Act, an internal proceeding of Parliament, immune from review under Article 122.

PART — B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Ruling Party A’ undergoes a split where 40% of its legislators create and join the new
faction *B’. They further claim they are the real party and require such recognition from
the Election Commission of India by following all prescribed rules. The Speaker of the
House, belonging to Party *A’, rejects the disqualification petitions filed against faction
"B’ for five months, while the assembly is in recess. The Governor of the State,
meanwhile, orders for a floor test. Critically comment how the Constitutional provisions
interplay to allow/prohibit for a floor test before a decision on disqualification is made.

4. The Union Government enters into a Multilateral Environmental Agreement that requires
all Coastal States to cease traditional fishing within 10 nautical miles. Fisheries is a State
Subject (List II, Entry 21) in the VII SCHDEULE of the Indian Constitution. The Union
passes a law under Article 253 to implement the actions from this Treaty without
consulting the States. State Milta challenges this as a violation of the Federal Balance,
enshrined by the Indian Constitution. Can the Union use Article 253 to hollow out List [1?
Critically comment.
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. Evaluate the concept of Constitutional Morality as a check on Executive discretion in the
context of the appointment of the Election Commissioners.

. “The Governor is neither a decorative emblem nor a glorified cipher.” Considering the
statement, critically argue the Governor’s discretionary powers under Article 163 of the
Indian Constitution.

. Explain the Indian perspectives of the aid and advise of the Council of Ministers with the
help of relevant judicial decisions.

. Critically examine the scope and limitations of the Supreme Court’s advisory jurisdiction
under Article 143. Specifically, under what circumstances can the Court issue an advisory
opinion possessing the binding force of law declared under Article 141 of the Constitution
of India?

. What is the impact of Emergency Provisions in the Indian Constitution? Does it impact
the Federal Structure of the country? Does the Union become Unitary automatically upon
promulgating the emergency clauses? Critically comment.

10. “The Indian Federalism is a sui gemeris model that transitions from Competitive to

Cooperative to Confrontational structures.” Critically comment in light of the Goods and
Services Tax Council’s existence in the Indian financial scenario.
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Time: 2 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART - A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Critically examine the concept of property from a socialist perspective. How does
socialism challenge the liberal idea of private property as an individual right? Discuss
how socialist thought views property in relation to social justice. equality, exploitation.
collective ownership, and redistribution of resources. Illustrate your answer with suitable
examples.

2. “Vested interest and contingent interest differ mainly on the certainty of the right created
in favour of the transferee.” Explain the distinction between vested interest and contingent
interest under the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, with suitable illustrations.

PART - B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Explain the concept of easement by prescription. What are the legal requirements for
acquiring an easementary right by prescription?

4. Ms. Elowen, the owner of an old family property known as “Manor”, situated in
Brindlewick, borrowed %25,00,000/- from Mr. Voss for urgent personal expenses.
To secure the loan, Ms. Elowen executed a mortgage deed in favour of Mr. Voss for a
period of 15 years. The mortgage deed contained a clause that Ms. Elowen was not
allowed to sell or lease the property to anyone else until Mr. Voss gave written
permission. Decide the validity of the mortgage with relevant judicial decisions.

5. Ms. Sera, the owner of an old estate known as “Moonridge Villa”, situated in the town of
Casita, decided to sell Moonridge Villa because she believed that the land had very little
commercial value. She agreed to sell Moonridge Villa to Mr. Orion for 340.00,000.
Before the sale deed was executed, Mr. Orion came to know f{rom a government
notification that a major expressway project was going to pass near Moonridge Villa, and
because of this, the market value of the property was likely to increase to nearly 32 crore.
This information was not known to Ms. Sera, and it was not easily available to her
because she lived abroad and had not been following local development notifications.
Later after executing the sale deed Ms. Sera comes to know about the major expressway
project and increase of the market price of Moonridge Villa, she files a suit to set aside
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the sale or sale deed. Decide with relevant judicial decisions citing relevant provisions
under the Transfer of Property Act, 1882.

6. Define “transfer of property™ under the Transfer of Property Act. 1882. What are the
essential elements of a valid transfer?

7. Ms. Eva and Ms. Lucy were involved in a civil dispute regarding ownership of an old
estate known as “Hawa Mahal™, situated in Northbay. Ms. Eva claimed that Hawa Mahal
belonged to her under a family settlement deed. Ms. Lucy, however, claimed that she had
purchased the same property earlier from Ms. Eva’s uncle and that she was the lawful
owner. Ms. Eva filed a suit before the civil court seeking declaration of title over Hawa
Mahal. During the pendency of the suit, Ms. Lucy sold Hawa Mahal to Ms. Zena for
275,00,000. Ms. Zena stated that she had purchased the property in good faith and had no
actual knowledge of the pending litigation. After two years, the court passed a decree in
favour of Ms. Eva, declaring her as the lawful owner of Hawa Mahal and directing
Ms. Lucy to hand over possession. Ms. Eva now seeks to recover possession from
Ms. Zena also. Ms. Zena objects, arguing that she is a bona fide purchaser for value and
that the sale deed executed in her favour should be protected. Can Ms. Zena claim
protection on the ground that she was a bona fide purchaser without notice of the pending
suit? Decide citing relevant provisions and judicial decisions.

8. Distinguish between sale and exchange under the Transfer of Property Act, 1882. Give
suitable illustrations for both.

9. Mr. Ali, the owner of a commercial property known as “Bingo Mall”, leased the property
to Ms. Maria for running an art studio. The lease was created for a fixed period of three
years. beginning from | January 2021 and ending on 31 December 2023. The monthly
rent was fixed at 50,000, payable on the 5th day of every month. After the expiry of the
lease on 31 December 2023, Ms. Maria did not vacate Bingo Mall. She continued to
occupy the property and paid rent for the months of January, February, and March 2024.
Mr. Ali accepted the rent for all three months without objection. He also allowed
Ms. Maria to continue using the property for her art studio. However, in April 2024,
Mr. Ali asked Ms. Maria to vacate immediately, stating that the original lease had already
expired and that she was now an unauthorized occupant. Ms. Maria refused to vacate, she
argued that since Mr. Ali had accepted rent after the expiry of the lease, a new tenancy
had been created. Decide with relevant judicial decisions.

10. Mr. Alaric is the owner of three properties, namely Ride Mansion, Silver Orchard, and
Bryto Cottage. Mr. Alaric mortgages all three properties Ride Mansion, Silver Orchard,
and Bryto Cottage to Ms. Lora for securing a loan of 21,00,000. Later, Mr. Alaric takes
another loan of 25,000 from Mr. Voss and mortgages only Bryto Cottage to him as
security for the second loan. After some time, Mr. Alaric [ails to repay both loans.
Ms. Lora, being the first mortgagee, seeks to recover her loan by selling Bryto Cottage
first. Mr. Voss objects and argues that since Ms. Lora has security over three properties,
she should first satisfy her debt from Ride Manor and Silver Orchard, leaving Bryto
Cottage available for Mr. Voss’s mortgage claim. Decide with relevant section under the
Transfer of Property Act and judicial decisions.
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JURISPRUDENCE

Time: 2 V2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 = 106 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

I. Explain Hans Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law. In the light of this theory, examine the
concept of Grundnorm and critically evaluate the argument that the Pure Theory divorces
law from social reality.

2. Define the concept of a legal right. Discuss W.N. Hohfeld's analysis of jural relations —
right and duty, privilege and no-right, power and liability, immunity and disability —
with suitable illustrations from contract, property and constitutional law.

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)
Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Critically examine John Austin's Imperative (Command) Theory of Law. Evaluate its
merits and the principal criticisms levelled against it.

4. Explain how H.L.A. Hart's “Concept of Law™ — particularly the union of primary and
secondary rules and the rule of recognition — advances analytical jurisprudence beyond
Austin.

5. Examine Roscoe Pound's theory of Social Engineering and the doctrine of balancing of
interests.

6. Examine the contribution of Friedrich Carl von Savigny to the Historical School with
special reference to the concept of Volksgeist.

7. Explain the concept of legal duty. Distinguish between absolute and relative duties with
illustrations.

8. Distinguish between corporeal and incorporeal property. Give examples of each.
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9. Explain the concept of liability. Distinguish between (a) civil and criminal liability, and
(b) strict and absolute liability, with leading case-law illustrations.

10. Evaluate Aristotle's classification of justice as distributive and corrective. Bring out its
relevance to modern legal systems.
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Instructions:

Read all the questions carefully and address all the issues raised.

Wherever required, cite relevant judicial decisions, statutes, and authoritative sources to
substantiate the answers.

For each response, clearly indicate the appropriate question number before the answer.
Write the answer in a clear, coherent. and cogent way.

Follow the IRAC method. wherever required.

PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1.

South Anrica and lJindia are neighbouring countries with a long-standing trade
relationship involving critical minerals and energy resources. Recently, Jindia has adopted
a protectionist trade policy influenced by its geopolitical strategy of economic nationalism
and strategic autonomy. It imposes sudden export restrictions on rare earth minerals to
South Anrica, citing national security concerns.

Country Anrica, heavily dependent on these imports, faces severe disruption in its
technology and defence sectors. In response. Jindia imposes retaliatory tariffs, and Anrica
challenges Jindia’s actions before an international trade body, alleging violation of free
trade principles and lack of transparency.

Critically analyse whether ‘political will’ can be a valid justification for actions that
adversely affect international trade and domestic stakeholders, violating the ‘rule of law’.
Evaluate the validity of Jindia’s export restriction policy in light of the global
administrative law principles. Suggest a framework through which countries can balance
geopolitical interests, political will, and adherence to administrative law principies in
trade regulation.

. The Government of India, through the Department ot Atomic Enecrgy, undertakes to

establish a nuclear power project in a rural district. For this purpose. agricultural lands
belonging to several villagers are acquired under a special notification issued in the public
interest. The project is justified as essential for national energy security.

As part of the rehabilitation process. the authorities prepare a list of beneficiaries eligible

for compensation, alternative housing, and livelihood assistance. However, several
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affected landowners have raised grievances, and many villagers claim they were not given
prior notice before their lands were acquired or before their names were excluded from
the rehabilitation list. Some affected persons allege that .they were not given an
opportunity to present objections or be heard regarding compensation or resettlement. A
group of villagers contends that the decision-making committee included a senior officer
whose close relatives were beneficiaries of the rehabilitation scheme, thereby raising
concerns about the exclusion of genuine beneficiaries.

Further, the villagers' requests to engage legal counsel during the proceedings were
denied, as the process was administrative and did not require legal representation.
Aggrieved by these actions, the villagers approached the High Court under Article 226 of
the Constitution of India. Evaluate the adequacy of judicial safeguards in ensuring
compliance with principles of natural justice.

PART - B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)
Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. In the aftermath of the ethnic violence that erupted on 3 May 2023 in Ranipur between the

Beitei and Zuki-Zo communities resulting in over 260 deaths and the displacement of
nearly 60,000 people, a three-member Commission of Inquiry was constituted by the
Central Government on 4 June 2023 under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 to
investigate the causes of the conflict, administrative lapses, and adequacy of the State’s
response.
Despite being vested with broad powers, the Commission has, over a period of three
years, failed to produce a final report, missed multiple deadlines (with at least four to five
extensions granted), witnessed a change in leadership following the resignation of its
original chairperson, and has not led to a single conviction related to the violence.

In light of these facts, critically analyse whether the prolonged delay, institutional
instability, and absence of tangible outcomes amount to a denial of justice to victims.
Further, suggest reforms to ensure their effectiveness and credibility in addressing large-
scale human rights violations.

4. A Municipal Commissioner, invoking administrative powers, issues an order directing the
mmmediate closure and sealing of several small manufacturing units on the ground that
they are allegedly causing environmental pollution and operatirig without proper
compliance. The order is passed without prior notice or an opportunity for a hearing to the
affected unit owners, and enforcement action begins within 24 hours.

Mr. Alwin, the owner of one such unit, has been operating tor over 15 years with valid
licences, periodic renewals, and records of compliance with regulatory requirements.
He challenges the action as arbitrary and beyond the lawful authority of the municipal
administration, contending that it amounts to administrative overreach and seriously
atfects his right to livelthood. Examine the remedies available to Mr. Alwin under the
Specific Relief Act, 1963 and the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.
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5. The effectiveness of the Lokpal of India has been questioned due to concerns about
institutional erosion, delays in appointments, lack of transparency, and limited functional
autonomy. In light of these issues, analyse whether the Lokpal has been able to fulfil its
mandate as an independent anti-corruption body in India. What legal, administrative, and
siructural reforms are necessary to restore its credibility and effectiveness?

6. Critically comment on the concept of tribunalisation of justice in India with examples.
To what extent do statutory and domestic tribunals enhance access to justice and reduce
the burden on regular courts? Examine the constitutional challenges associated with
tribunalisation and suggest reforms to ensure tribunal-based adjudication remains efficient
while meeting constitutional mandates.

7. The Central Vigilance Commission {CVC), in exercise of its powers under the Central
Vigilance Commission Act, 2003. issues a set of binding guidelines requiring all Central
Public Sector Undertakings (CPSUs) to adopt a new vigilance compliance framework.
Among other things, the guidelines mandate compulsory prior approval from the CVC
before initiating certain categories of procurement above a specified financial threshold
and introduce penalties, including blacklisting of contractors. for non-compliance.

M/s. Xylo Lid., a CPSU, challenges these guidelines, arguing that the CVC has
effectively created new substantive obligations and penalties which are not expressly
provided for under the parent statute. It contends that such directions constitute excessive
delegation and exceed the permissible limits of delegated legislation.

Examine whether such guidelines can impose substantive obligations and penalties in the
absence of explicit statutory authority. Analyse the limits of delegated legislative power in
administrative law, particularly when statutory authorities create binding norms affecting
rights and liabilities.

8. A regional capacity-building programme was recently conducted by UNESCO across the
Asia-Pacific to train judges, prosecutors, and justice officials on the intersection of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) and the rule of law. The programme highlighted concerns such
as algorithmic bias, lack of transparency in automated decision-making, risks to due
process, and challenges in ensuring accountability when Al tools are used in governance
and judicial systems. It also emphasised the need for states to align emerging technologies
with constitutional guarantees, human rights standards, and principles of fairness and non-
arbitrariness.

In line with this, the Government of India introduced an Al-based system to assist in bail
decisions and predictive policing. The system relies on large datasets, but its functioning
is opaque, and individuals affected by its outcomes are neither informed of the reasoning
behind decisions nor given an opportunity to challenge the algorithmic process.

In this context, critically examine whether the use of Al in such decision-making
processes is consistent with the principles of the rule of law and the constitutional
safeguards under Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution of India. Further, examine the
State's constitutional obligations to ensure transparency, accountability, and procedural

fairness in the deployment of Al in governance.
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9. The National Digital Regulation Authority, a statutory authority, is empowered by
Parliament to *“take all necessary measures in public interest” to regulate digital platforms
and emerging technologies. Relying on this broadly worded provision, the authority issues
sweeping regulations imposing restrictions on data usage, content moderation, and
algorithmic transparency, significantly affecting private entities and individual rights.

Several affected stakeholders challenge these actions, arguing that the statutory language
is vague and indeterminate, effectively granting unfettered administrative discretion. They
contend that such wide discretion allows the executive to assume quasi-legislative
powers, thereby disturbing the constitutional balance of separation of powers. With the
above issues in mind, critically comment on how such discretion may threaten the
doctrine of separation of powers by enabling the executive to exercise quasi-legislative
functions.

10. Has India’s Right to Information Act gradually weakened? — justify.
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Time: 2 V2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. “Expectation damages are preferred remedy in contract law since it promotes economic
efficiency, whereas reliance interest serves as a corrective mechanism”™. Evaluate this
statement from a law and economics perspective and distinguish between expectation
damages and reliance interest with suitable case laws and illustrate with the help of
examples.

2. "The Hand Formula introduced by Learned Hand revolutionized negligence law by
incorporating economic efficiency into determination of liability”. Illustrate hand formula
and its applicability in detail with the help of case laws with special reference to the case
m which it was introduced. How did his idea change the perspective of traditional
negligence analysis and illustrate upon its relevance in contemporary Indian context.

PART — B (6 x 5= 30 Marks)
Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. The real significance of Ronald Coase lies not in the absence of transactions costs, but in
identifying ways to minimize them” Illustrate with the help of examples the mechanism
suggested by Coase to reduce transaction costs in contract law and provide suitable
examples.

4. Nustrate economic functions of an efficient contract with the help of Indian Contract Act
1872, provide suitable examples to defend your arguments.

5. What are the fundamental differences between pure economic loss and consequential
damages. Illustrate with the help of relevant judicial decisions and provide suitable
examples.

6. From an economic perspective, evaluate whether death penalty is an efficient form of
punishment, does it serve the sole purpose of deterrence. Critically examine the costs and
benefits of death penalty.
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7. How does the use of penalties to prevent and punish harmful conduct differ from property
and liability rule from economic perspective, illustrate your answer with suitable
examples.

8. How is optimal punishment defined from an economic perspective? Evaluate the idea of
optimal punishment with examples whether it helps in determining the appropriate level
of punishment for harmful acts.

9. How do fines and imprisonment as tools of punishment serve different economic purposes
in controlling harmful behaviour? Itlustrate with help of examples.

10. To what extent is plea bargaining an effective and economically viable mechanism for
reducing judicial backlog in India? Explain with reference to its advantages and
disadvantages, with suitable contemporary examples.
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Answer any THREE of the following questions:

1. A manufacturing company produces 48,000 units per annum. The cost structure per unit

is as follows:

a. Raw Materials: Rs. 60/-

b. Direct Labour: Rs. 40/-

¢. Manufacturing and Selling & Distribution Expenses: Rs. 40/- (including Rs. 10/-
depreciation)

d. Selling Price: Rs. 160/~ per unit

Additional information:
a. Raw materials are held in stock for 2 months.
b. Work-in-progress (WIP} is 1 month, with 100% raw materials and 50%
conversion costs.
Finished goods are held in stock for 1.5 months.
. Credit allowed to debtors is 2 months.
Credit received from creditors is 1 month.
Time lag in payment of wages is 0.5 month.
. Time lag in payment of manufacturing overheads is 1 month.
. Selling and distribution expenses are Rs.10 per unit (paid after 1 month).
The company maintains a cash balance of Rs. 1,50,000/-.
Assume 52 weeks or 12 months in a year.
. All production and sales are on a uniform basis.
. A Contingency Reserve may be maintained at 20%

i~ I SV

2. A company is planning to raise Rs. 20,00,000/- for expansion. The proposed capital
structure is as follows:
a. Equity Share Capital: 40%
b. Preference Share Capital: 20%
c. Debentures: 40%
Additional information:
1. Equity Shares:
» Current market price per share: Rs. 100/-
#» Expected dividend for the year: Rs. 12
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» QGrowth rate in dividends: 6%
» Flotation cost: 5%

2. Preference Shares:

» Dividend rate: 10%

» Face value: Rs. 100/-

» Issue price: Rs. 95/-

» Redeemable price: Rs. 105/-
» Redeemable period: 5 Years
# Flotation cost: 5%

3. Debentures:

» Interest rate: 12%

» Face value: Rs. 1,000/-

» Issue price: Rs. 960/-

» Flotation cost: 2%

» Redemption at par after 5 years
» Corporate tax rate: 30%

a) Calculate the cost of equity share capital using the Dividend Growth Model.

b) Calculate the cost of preference share capital.

¢) Calculate the after-tax cost of debentures (considering flotation cost and
redemption).

d) Compute the Weighted Average Cost of Capital using market value weights

3. The M/s. Zen Industries Ltd. belongs to a risk class of which the appropriate
capitalisation rate is 12%. It currently has 1,50,000 shares selling at Rs. 120/- each.
The firm is contemplating the declaration of a Rs. 8/- dividend at the end of the current
fiscal year, which has just begun. Answer the following questions based on the
Modigliani and Miller model and the assumption of no taxes:

(a) What will be the price of the shares at the end of the year, if a dividend is not
declared? What will it be if it is declared?

(b) Assuming that the firm pays dividend, has net income of Rs. 18,00,000/- and makes
new investments of Rs. 30,00,000/- during the period, how many new shares must be
issued?

(¢) Is the MM model realistic with respect to valuation? What factors might affect its
validity?

d) Calculate the market price per share under each payout ratio using Walter’s Model
for all three values of (r) from the following information is available in a firm:

« Capitalisation rate (ke) = 12%
» FHarnings per share (E)} = Rs. 15/-
Assumed rate of return on investments (r):
(i) 18%
(ii) 9%
(iii) 12%
The firm is considering the following dividend payout ratios:
(a) 0% (b) 25% (c) 50% (d) 75% (d) 100%
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4. A company plans to raise Rs. 10,00,000 for expansion and is considering the following
three alternative financing plans:
Plan A
» Equity Shares of Rs. 10/- each: Rs. 10,00,000/-
Plan B
» Equity Shares: Rs. 6,00,000/-
» 12% Debentures: Rs. 4,00,000/-
Plan C
» Equity Shares: Rs. 5,00,000/-
o 10% Preference Shares: Rs. 2,00,000/-
» 12% Debentures: Rs. 3,00,000/-
Additional Information:
1. Sales: Rs., 12,00,000/-
. Direct Materials: Rs. 4,20,000/-
Direct Labour: Rs. 2,00,000/-
Factory Rent: Rs. 80,000/-
Salaries: Rs. 70,000/-
Factory Fixed overhead Rs. 40,000/-
. Depreciation: Rs. 50,000/-
. Tax Rate: 30%
9. Face value of equity share = Rs. 10/-

® NS AW N

a) Prepare a statement showing contribution and EBIT
b) Calculate for each financing plan:
i) Earnings Per Share
ii) Finanecial Leverage
iii} Operating Leverage
iv) Combined Leverage
c) If sales increase by 25%, estimate the percentage change in EBIT and EPS for all the
plans.
d) Suggest the best financing plan, giving reasons based on profitability and risk.

PART — B (1 x 4 = 4 Marks)
Answer any ONE of the following questions:

3. Under what conditions does the dividend policy become irrelevant according to MM?

6. Explain Financial Leverage and its impact on Earnings Per Share (EPS). Also, distinguish
between Operating Leverage and Financial Leverage (any four points).

Page 3 of 3



CCO018-26

Name: L ]

Register No.:

| |
TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI
II1 Year - B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) and B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programmes
End Semester (Even-Semester) Examinations, May - 2026
CORPORATE LAWS - 11

Time: 2 %> Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. M/s. ABC Ltd., a listed public company, has a Board consisting of 12 directors out of
which 5 are executive directors, 3 are non-executive directors and 4 are independent
directors. The company has also constituted an Audit Committee consisting of 3 directors
including 2 independent directors. The direct shareholding of the founding family in the
company is only 16%. Another 21% and 19% of shares are held through three investment
companies and connected entities respectively, which are controlled by members of the
founding family. Institutional investors together hold 22% shares and the remaining
shares are widely dispersed among public shareholders. Important financial and
managerial decisions including approval of related party transactions, appointment of key
managerial personnel and major expansion policies are regularly approved in board and
commiftee meetings without substantial opposition.

In the light of the above facts, examine whether the company has complied with the
corporate governance requirements prescribed under Indian company law relating to the
composition of the Board and constitution of the Audit Committee. Thereafter, critically
analyse whether such mechanisms are sufficient to ensure genuine corporate governance
and managerial accountability in practice.

2. M/s. CDE Telecommunications Ltd., a company registered under the Indian
Companies Act, 2013 is engaged in telecommunications infrastructure and network
services. The company has a paid-up share capital of 2120 crores, an annual turnover of
T1,850 crores and outstanding loans from banks and financial institutions amounting to
%320 crores as per their latest financial statements.

In the light of the above facts, examine the various categories of auditors that
M/s. CDE Telecommunications Ltd., is required to appoint under the Companies Act,
2013.

Explain the appointment, role and functions of such auditors and analyse how these audit
mechanisms contribute towards accountability, transparency and effective corporate
governance within a company.
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PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. M/s. UVW Innovations Ltd., a public company engaged in software and digital services,

was recently listed on a recognised stock exchange in India. Prior to listing, appointments
of directors and senior managerial personnel were made directly by the Board.
Following the listing of the company, the Company Secretary advised the Chairperson of
the Board that the existing mechanism relating to appointment and remuneration of
directors and senior managerial persormel would have to be restructured in accordance
with the requirements of the Companies Act, 2013.

Step into the shoes of the Company Secretary and further advise the Chairperson
regarding the legal requirements that the company must comply with under the
Companies Act, 2013 in this regard. Also explain the implications and significance of
such requirements for the governance and management of the company.

. M/s. KLM Infrastructure Ltd., is engaged in construction services, recently presented its
annual financial statements at the Annual General Meeting. Certain minority shareholders
alleged that the financial statements did not accurately reflect the financial position of the
company and demanded access to the underlying accounting records and supporting
documents maintained by the company. The Board refused such access.

In the context of the above facts, discuss the distinction between books of account and
financial statements under the Companies Act, 2013 and analyse the rights of
shareholders in relation to inspection, verification and disclosure of the financial affairs of
a company.

. Independent Directors under the Companies Act, 2013 are designed not merely as a
supervisory mechanism over the Board and management, but also as a structure that itself
remains subject to evaluation and control. Indian company law further attempts to protect
Independent Directors from excessive exposure to liability arising out of acts of the
company.

Analyse the manner in which Indian company law creates “checks” through Independent
Directors, “reverse checks” upon Independent Directors and a statutory “safety net” with
respect to their liability.

. Critically analyse the major theories of corporate governance and evaluate their
significance in shaping contemporary corporate governance models, regulatory
approaches and institutional policy design.

. The Articles of Association of M/s. MNO Ltd., vest the exclusive powers of management
of the company in its Board of Directors. Subsequently, the shareholders in a General
Meeting passed an ordinary resolution directing the Board to undertake a major business
transaction. The Directors declined to comply with the said resolution.

In the above context, critically examine the legality of the Directors’ refusal and explain
the remedies, if any, available to the General Meeting.
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8. Evaluate the statutory requirements relating to the holding of an Annual General Meeiing
under the Companies Act, 2013 with specific reference to the time period prescribed for
holding the first AGM, the subsequent AGMzs and the permissible time gan between two

consecutive AGMs,

9. On 3™ May 2026, a notice was issued on behalf of the Board of Directors of
M/s. GHI Ltd., through the Company Secretary, convening a Board Meeting on
5™ May 2026 to consider an urgent acquisition proposal. The Board consists of eight
directors, including three independent directors. The meeting was attended by five
directors. However, all the independent directors were absent. A resolution approving the
acquisition was passed at the meeting.

Examine whether the notice and the resolution passed are valid in law. In case of
invalidity, assess whether any legal remedy(ies) is/are available to cure the procedural
irregularity.

10. “The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 has changed the manner in which
financially distressed companies are managed and regulated in India.”
Comment on the above statement by analysing the objectives and framework of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016.
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Answer the following guestions:

1. M/s Orion Precision Components Pvt. Ltd., an industrial establishment engaged in the
manufacture of transmission gears and automobile spare parts, is situated in Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu, and employs around 540 workers operating in rotational shifts.
The establishment is governed by the provisions of the Code on Wages, 2019 and the
Code on Social Security, 2020. The Appropriate Government has fixed the minimum
wage for skilled workers in the automobile component manufacturing industry at
219,500/~ per month, For payment of bonus under the applicable statutory provisions, the
wage ceiling notified by the Appropriate Government is T18,000/- per month,

Mr. Ramesh joined the establishment on 01.01.2012 as a helper for a wage of 26,400/-
and was later promoted as a Maintenance technician in the year 01.01.2015 with a wage
of T15,000/- and is currently employed as a Machine Maintenance Technician in the Heat
Treatment division of the establishment. He is currently 59 years old and his duties
include inspecting, calibrating, and maintaining industrial furnaces and conveyor systems
used in the production process. Ramesh ordinarily works on the night shift from
10:00 PM to 6:00 AM. Due to increased export orders and production deadlines,
employees in his department are frequently required to perform overtime duties. The
establishment provides transport facilities to employees working on late-night and
extended shifts through company-operated vans departing from designated points outside
the factory premises.

On 12" August 2025, after completing his scheduled shift at 6:00 AM, Mr. Ramesh was
directed by his supervisor to continue work for an additional three hours to repair a
malfunctioning conveyor unit required for an urgent consignment. He completed the
overtime work at approximately 8:50 AM and after proceeded towards the designated
pickup point for the company transport vehicle located approximately 300 metres from
the main exit gate of the establishment. He boarded the bus and was dropped off near his
house. However, before heading home, he went to the nearby store to buy a few groceries
for home. On his way back home, Mr. Ramesh was hit by a rcversing container lorry
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belonging to another manufacturing unit. As a result of the accident, he suffered the
following injuries: Loss of index finger and thumb of the left hand, resulting in 25% loss
of earning capacity;, Permanent partial loss of hearing in one ear, amounting to 20% loss
of earning capacity; and Fracture, causing shortening of the right leg, leading to 15% loss
of eaming capacity.

The employer denied liability for compensation, contending that the accident had taken
place outside the factory premises after Mr. Ramesh had completed his duties and signed
out of the attendance register. The management further argued that the accident was
caused by a third-party vehicle unrelated to the establishment and therefore did not arise
out of employment.

Ten days prior to the accident, differences arose between Mr. Ramesh and the Production
Manager regarding allocation of overtime duties, rotation of weekly off days, and
compliance with revised maintenance schedules introduced to meet urgent production
targets. The management alleged that Mr. Ramesh had on multiple occasions displayed an
indifferent attitude towards supervisory instructions relating to urgent maintenance
assignments and had failed to promptly acknowledge communications issued through the
inicrnal reporting system. It was further alleged that during one of the night shifts, despite
repeated reminders from the shift supervisor to prioritise inspection of a malfunctioning
conveyor line, Mr. Ramesh continued attending to another task, which, according to the
employer, caused avoidable delay in restarting production operations.

The employer also alleged that Mr. Ramesh had left the maintenance bay without prior
permission while discussions concerning overtime deployment were still ongoing and that
his conduct reflected reluctance to cooperate with revised operational requirements
implemented during the peak production period. The management viewed these actions as
inconsistent with expected workplace discipline and operational compliance under the
Certified Standing Orders of the establishment. Consequently, a charge sheet alleging
misconduct, negligence in performance of assigned duties, and conduct prejudicial to
discipline and smooth functioning of the establishment was issued, and a domestic
enquiry was initiated. However, the enquiry had not been concluded at the time the
accident occurred.

After prolonged medical treatment, Mr. Ramesh resigned from service on 15.09.2025 on
account of permanent physical incapacity resulting from the accident.

At the time of accident, Mr. Ramesh received the following components as part of his
monthly remuneration: Basic Pay 213,500/, Dearness Allowance ¥5,200/-, House Rent
Allowance %8,500/-, Productivity Incentive ¥2,800/-, Attendance Allowance Z1,800/-,
Night Shift Allowance %1,200/-, Overtime Wages ¥2,500/- and Uniform Allowance
72,000/-, ¥4,000/- from the settlement agreement between him and the employer, 34,350/-
as a commission paid to him by establishment and a sum of ¥ 6,650/- retircment benefit
payable to the him from the sum maintained by the employer as reflected in his salary slip
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for September. He is also provided with food coupons, the cash value of which amounts
to <1,800/- per month,

After receiving wages for September 2025, Mr. Ramesh noticed several deductions from
his salary. Upon inquiry, the employer furnished the following particulars.

Deduction Amount ()
Employee’s Provident Fund Contribution 2,460
Employer’s ESI Contribution 850
Fine for alleged misconduct 1,200
Recovery for damage to the conveyor line 5,000
Deduction for unauthorised absence 1,500
Transport facility charges 1,000
Recovery of salary advance 2,500
Contribution to Employees’ Recreation Fund 700

Mr. Ramesh disputed certain deductions. Although a notice regarding the fine had been
issued to him, he contended that he was not granted a reasonable opportunity to explain
the allegations before the deduction was imposed. He further argued that the conveyor
line equipment malfunctioned due to defective wiring and not because of any negligence
on his part. He also objected to the deduction towards transport facilities on the ground
that he regularly travelled to work using his own motorcycle and had not utilised the
company transport service during the relevant month.

For the accounting year 2024-25, the establishment recorded an allocable surplus of
X7,80,000/-. The amount required for payment of the statutory minimum bonus of 8.33%
to all eligible employees was T5,40,000/-, whereas the amount necessary for payment of
the maximum bonus of 20% was 212,60,000/-. The establishment also had a set-off
amount of 21,90,000/- carried forward from the previous accounting year. Despite this,
the employer declared that only the minimum statutory bonus would be paid due to
alleged financial instability and further stated that employees facing disciplinary
proceedings would not be considered for bonus payments. Consequently, Ramesh was
denied a bonus for the accounting year 2024-25.

Mr. Ramesh, after resignation from work, claimed his pension, gratuity, bonus tor the
accounting year 2024-25, and compensation for the injuries sustained. The employer
rejected all the claims, asserting that the accident neither arose out of nor occurred in the
course of employment, that pension and gratuity could be forfeited in view of the pending
disciplinary proceedings, and that payment of bonus depended soiely upon the financial
discretion and internal policy of the establishment.
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Based on the above facts, answer either Set A OR Set B

SET A
i. Calculate Mr. Ramesh’s wages under the statutory definition and examine whether
the minimum wage requirements are satisfied. (3 Marks)

ii. Determine whether Mr. Ramesh is entitled to employment injury compensation and
the quantum of compensation under Chapter VII of the Code on Social Security.

(4 Marks)

iii.Analyse the legality of various deductions made from Mr, Ramesh’s wages under the

Code on Wages. (3 Marks)

SETB

i. Calculate Mr. Ramesh’s wages under the statutory definition and examine whether
the minimum wage requirements are satisfied. (3 Marks)

ii. Determine the eligibility of Mr. Ramesh for pension statutorily and as against the
claim made by the employer, and calculate the monthly pension which Mr. Ramesh 1s
entitled to. (4 Marks)

iii. Determine the claim of the employer on payment of only minitmum bonus and
calculate the bonus payable to Mr. Ramesh for the accounting year 2024-25,
considering the allocable surplus and set-on provisions. (3 Marks)

2. Compare and contrast the definitions of “factory” and “worker,” as well as the legal status
of different categories of workers, under the Factories Act, 1948 and the Occupational
Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020. Further, explain the procedures for
establishing and closing factories under the Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020, and analyse the legal effect of registration with reference to the
relevant provisions.

OR

Critically analyse the concepts of “inter-State migrant workers” and “building and other
construction work and workers” before and after the enactment of the Labour Codes.
Examine the process and legal effect of registration, the overlap and intersection between
these categories of workers, and the provisions aimed at strengthening the enforcement of
labour rights and entitlements in these sectors, with relevant provisions and case laws.

PART - B (4 x 5 =20 Marks)
Answer any FOUR of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. What are the different minimum rates of wages and the criteria used to fix the minimum
rate of wages and the National Floor Wage under the Code on Wages, 20207

4. Examine the eligibility criteria, contribution rates, and various benefits provided under
Chapter IV of the Code on Social Security, 2020.
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. Evaluate the eligibility conditions and maternity benefits available under the Code on

Social Security, 2020, and examine the special benefits extended to adoptive mothers,

Mo cinn + S 1P n mnthare and Fat e s L) Li i o f}«n-- LR £Ta W) Fizrivyor
commissioning 1‘1}0=h€.s, Sdf;sgute mother 5, anG WoiTiehn aaving more (hian (wWo SUiViIiVIRg

children.

Explain the powers and functions of the Inspector-cum-Facilitator under the Labour
Codes in India. Critically examine whether the criticism regarding the dilution or
narrowing of powers under the Codes is justified, supported with appropriate reasons.

Definc the “unorganised sector” and the different categories of unorganised workers
under the Code on Social Security, 2020. Further, examine the scheme-making powers of
the Governments and the financial burden-sharing mechanism provided under the Code.

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, was enacted to
align with international standards and to fulfil the constitutional objective of eradicating
the evil of child labour. However, the Act continues to contain several loopholes that
undermine its very purpose and effectiveness. Critically analyse the statement with
reference to the definitions of “child” and “child labour” under the Act, and examine the
significant amendments introduced by the 2016 amendment.
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THE STXTH SCHEDULE

[See scetions 75,76(7) and-152¢2)]

FACTORS FOR WORKING OUT LUMP SUM EQUIVALENT OF COMPENSATION
AMOUNT IN CASE OF PERMANENT DISABLEMENT AND DEATH

Completed years of age on the last birthday of the Factors
employee immediately preceding the date on which
the compensation fell due

(1) (2) 3)

Not more than 16 228.54
[7 227.49
18 226.38
19 22522
20 224.00
21 22271
22 221.37
23 21995
24 218.47
25 216.91
26 21528
27 213.57
28 211,79
29 239,92
30 207.98
31 205.95
32 203.85
33 201.66
34 199.40
35 197.06
36 194.64
37 192.14
38 189.56
39 186.90
40 184.17
41 181.37
42 178.49
43 175.54
44 172.52
45 169.44
46 166.29
47 163.07
48 159.80
49 156.47
50 153.09
51 149.67
52 146.20
53 142.68
54 139.13
55 [35.56
56 131.95
57 128.33
58 124.70
59 121.05
60 11741
61 113.77
62 110.14
63 106.52
64 102.93
65 or more 99 37
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PART - A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. “Every pleading shall contain, and contain only, a statement in a concise form of the
material facts on which the party pleading relies for his claim or defence, as the case may
be, but not the evidence by which they are to be proved”. (Order VI, Rule 1). Against the
backdrop of this Rule in Civil Procedure Code, 1908, bring out the object of the pleadings
and explain the basic principles contained in its.

2. A claim of "Set-off” is a cross-claim while a *Counter claim’ is a cross action. Elucidate
this statement in the light of the provisions of Order VIII, Rules 6 to 6G of the Civil
Procedure Code, 1908.

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:
Answers to Question Nos. 3 & 4 of this Part should be based on IRDS/IRDA

formulae.

3. M/s. Geetha & Co. (P) Ltd., carries on business as Coconut Traders at Tiruchirappalli and
they have entered into an agreement with M/s., Manna & Co, (P) Ltd., in Gujarat.
The supplies effected by M/s. Geetha & Co. (P) Lid., to the tune of INR 5 Lakhs have
been duly received and M/s. Manna & Co, (P) Ltd., acknowledged the receipt of goods
and further agreed to send the amount due at the earliest. The agreement contained a
clause stipulating that the courts at Tiruchirappalli shall have jurisdiction to decide the
disputes, if any. that may arise. As no amount was forthcoming from M/s. Manna & Co,
(P) Lid., in spite of repeated reminders M/s. Geetha & Co. (P) Ltd., invokes the
jurisdiction clause in the agreement and files a suit for the recovery of the amount due.
Decide if the choice of the jurisdiction clause is in order and further decide whether or not
the clause invoked is hit by the concept of Forum shopping.

4. Mr. Mahesh sold and delivered goods to Mr. Ramesh on 1% January 1997. He files a suit
for the recovery of price on 10" January 2000 and prays for condonation of delay in
filling the suit beyond the period of limitation. Can the Court condone the delay? Decide.
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5. Section 11 of The Civil Procedure Code, 1908 embodies the Doctrine of Res Judicata
mtending to protect private interests of the parties and as well give effect to the Doctrine
of Public Policy. Explain this statement and bring out the ingredients of Res Judicata and
further explain these ingredients that have a linkage with Explanations Il & I'V appended
to that Section.

6. An Inter-pleader suit is a suit in which the real dispute is not between the Plaintiff and
Defendant but between the defendants who interplead with each other, unlike in an
ordinary suit. Bring out the importance of this statement in the light of the principles set
out in Section 88 of The Code of Civil Procedure Code, 1908 and the relevant procedure
set out in Order XXXV of the Code.

7. Sections 27 to 29 and Order V of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and the Rules framed
thereunder regulate the procedure if service of Summons from a Court of Law. Highlight
the significance of this statement with reference to the various modes of service of
Summons.

8. The provisions of Section 100 of The Civil Procedure Code, 1908 relating to second
Appeal 15 intended to balance the Doctrine of Search for facts with that of the Doctrine of
Finality to an adjudication by a court of Law. Enlighten the purpose of this statement and
at the same bring out the basic procedure for Appeal from Appellate Decrees as outlined
in Order XLII of the Code.

9. The statement on which the plea of acknowledgment stated in Section 18 of the
Limitation Act, 1963 is founded must relate to a subsisting liability. In the light of this
observation bring out the nature and circumstances of the application of Doctrine of
Acknowledgment for computation of the period of Limitation under the Act.

10. Write Short Notes on:
aj) Temporary injunction as per Order XXXIX, Rule 1 C.P.C.
b) Pre-Institution Mediation and Settlement under the Commercial Courts Act, 2015.
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Time: 2 ¥ Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Explain the principles of autrefois acquit and autrefois convict in criminal law and discuss
their scope, limitations. and applicability under Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
2023.

2. Explain the procedure for dealing with a child in contlict with law under the Juveniie
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. Examine the role of the Juvenile
Justice Board and the principles that must be followed while handling such cases.

PART — B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Mr. Raju, a small business owner in Chennai, is accused of committing multiple offences
over a span of one year. The prosecution alleges that: In January 2024, Mr. Ramesh
cheated Mr. Suri by dishonestly inducing him to invest ¥10 lakhs in a fake business
scheme. In March 2024, Mr. Raju forged documents to show ownership of a property and
used those documents to obtain a bank loan. In July 2024, he again cheated another
individual. In August 2024, during a police investigation, Mr. Raju allegedly destroyed
certain documents to conceal evidence.

Examine whether the joinder of charges in this case is valid under the provisions of the
Bharattya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023,

4. Ms. Aanya, a resident of Chennai, enters into an online contract with Mr. Rohu, who is
based in Mumbai, for the purchase of high-end elecironic goods. Mr. Rohu asks
Ms. Aanya to transfer X7 lakhs to his bank account, promising delivery within 10 days.
After receiving the money, Mr. Rohu neither delivers the goods nor responds to
communication. Later, it is discovered that: Mr. Rohu operated the fraudulent website
from Delhi. The bank account into which the money was transferred is maintained in
Bengaluru. Some of the digital communications were routed through servers located in
Hyderabad. Ms. Aanya files a complaint in a Chennai court. Mr. Rohu challenges the
jurisdiction of the Chennai court, arguing that no part of the offence was committed there.
Evaluate which court has jurisdiction to try the case under the provisions of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023.
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5. Mr. Akhsu was sentenced to death in a murder trial and his appeal was pending in
Supreme Court. The jail authorities informed Mr. Akhsu about his right to file a mercy
petition after one month 10 days, and he filed it before the President of India. Mr. Akhsu’s
petition was processed without consulting the State Government, decided separately, and
the decision was communicated after one week.

Identify the procedural irregularities (if any) under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023.

6. Ms. Sillu, a victim of cruelty by her husband, was suffering from severe mental
depression. Observing her condition, her best friend Ms. Millu filed a complaint before
the nearest Magistrate after the police refused to register an FIR. The Magistrate took
cognizance of the offence based on the complaint filed by Ms. Millu, who is neither the
aggrieved person nor a legally authorized representative.

Examine the legality of such cognizance in matrimonial offences. Identify the irregularity,
if any, and discuss its effect on the proceedings.

7. Explain the concept of trial in absentia of a proclaimed offender under the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 and analyse the conditions under which such a trial can
be conducted.

8. Explain the right of appeal by a victim under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
2023. Discuss the scope of this right, the grounds on which a victim can file an appeal.
and the procedural requirements involved.

9. “While the classification of cases into summons cases and warrant cases under the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 is intended to simplify criminal procedure, it
often raises concerns regarding procedural rigidity and unequal safeguards for the
accused.” Justify the above statement with the provisions of BNSS, 2023.

10. “The classification of offences into cognizable and non-cognizable under the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 is meant to ensure efficient policing, yet it raises
concerns regarding police discretion and access to justice.” Critically analyse this
statement by distinguishing between cognizable and non-cognizable offences, with
reference to their legal framework, practical application, and implications.
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Instructions:

Read all the questions carefully and address all the issues raised.

Wherever required, cite relevant statutes, authoritative sources and judicial decisions to
substantiate the answers.

For each answer, clearly indicate the appropriate question number before the answer.
Write the answer in a clear, coherent, and cogent way.

Follow the IRAC method, wherever required.

PART — A (1 x 10 = 10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1.

(a) A chemical manufacturing unit, *Chemex’, located near the “Arudhra’ river discharges
untreated effluents like heavy metals, chemicals, dyes into the water body, contaminating
drinking water, harming aquatic life, and introducing toxins into the food chain, and,
releases toxic air emissions causing respiratory illnesses, long-term diseases, and
environmental damage like smog and acid rain causing health issues to nearby residents.
Despite repeated complaints, the unit continues operating without proper consent from the
authorities. Residents approach the authorities seeking closure of the unit and penal
action.

Critically evaluate the statutory framework governing this situation by assessing the
procedural compliance requirements and enforcement mechanisms under the
Waiter (Prevention and Control of Pollution} Act, 1974, and Air (Prevention and Control

of Pollution) Act, 1981. (06 Marks)
(b) Comment upon G. Sundarrajan v. Union of India and Others, (2004) 2 SCC 476;
(2013) 6 SCC 620. (04 Marks)

. A group of researchers enters a notified ‘sanctuary’ with the proper approval from the

authority concerned, and stays for 2 nights. During the period, a rhinoceros was hunted
with poison, and an intentional arson fire started. At the same time, a group of villagers
living adjacent to a notified reserve forest deliberately sets fire to a section of the forest to
clear land for temporary cultivation. The fire spreads uncontrollably, destroying a
significant portion of the habitat in the nearby sanctuary that hosts endangered species
such as the Bengal Tiger and the Indian Elephant.
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Given the situation, which officer is responsible for resolving the issues, and what legal
measures should the officer take? As legal counsel, how do you defend the researchers
and villagers under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and the Indian Forest Act, 19277

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. ‘The Art of Joy Foundation’ organises a large-scale cultural event on the floodplains of
the Yamuna River, involving temporary constructions, heavy machinery, and large public
gatherings. Environmental activists raise concerns through media reports alleging damage
to the fragile floodplain ecosystem, including the destruction of vegetation and alteration
of the natural terrain. Taking cognisance of these reports, the National Green Tribunal
initiates proceedings on its own motion, without any formal application being filed.
The Tribunal finds that environmental degradation has occurred and directs the
Foundation to pay compensation and undertake restoration measures.

The Foundation challenges the Tribunal’s action on the grounds that the NGT lacks the
power to act Suo motu and exceeded its jurisdiction, thereby violating procedural fairness.
Is the Foundation's claim sustainable? Justify.

4. Critically analyse the impact of the TN. Godavarman Thirumulpad v. Union of India,
(1997) 2 SCC 267, on forest governance and evaluate its continuing significance in
environmental jurisprudence.

5. A large apartment complex housing 150 families generates substantial quantities of solid
waste on 4 daily basis. The residents fail to segregate waste at source and routinely dump
mixed garbage in a nearby open land, causing foul smell, groundwater contamination, and
health hazards to the surrounding community. The municipal authority issues a notice
directing the apartment association to comply with waste management norms and warns
of penalties for non-compliance.

Identify whether the apartment complex qualifies as a bulk waste generator under the
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026. In addition, examine the responsibilities of Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) in ensuring compliance with waste management rules.

6. A circus company, ‘Bamboo’, conducts regular performances across various cities in
India, using animals such as elephants. lions, and monkeys. Investigations reveal that
these animals are subjected to cruel training methods, prolonged confinement in
inadequate cages, and are denied proper food, veterinary care, and natural living
conditions. Animal welfare activists gather evidence of such treatment and seek to initiate
legal action against the circus company. As a legal counsel representing an animal welfare
activist, elucidate on the remedies and actions available under the Indian animal welfare
laws.
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7. A private real estate developer, ‘BlueWill’ Constructions, undertakes a luxury coastal
resort project along a stretch of coastline. The project site includes,
¢ A mangrove patch and turtle nesting ground;
» A rocky shoreline with natural formations, and
* An adjacent sandy beach area falling within 150 meters of the High Tide Line (HTL).

Despite this, the developer clears part of the mangrove area and levels the land for the
construction of villas and a swimming pool. Further, blasts sections of the rocky shoreline
to build a private jetty for tourist boats. Constructs permanent restaurant structures and
parking facilities within 100 meters of the HTL without obtaining prior CRZ clearance.

Local fishermen and an environmental NGO filed a complaint with the Coastal Zone
Management Authority regarding the above-mentioned issues, including untreated sewage
discharges from the resort into the nearby sea. Identify and analyse the violations
committed by ‘BlueWill’ Constructions under the CRZ Notification. 2019, with specific
reference to Coastal Regulation Zones and the No Development Zone (NDZ)?
What legal consequences and remedial measures can be imposed against the developer?

8. The UN Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres said in his statement on COP30, November

2025. Yet, "the gap between where we are and what science demands remains
dangerously wide." Keeping global temperature rise below 1.5°C by the end of the
century is vital, and requires "deep, rapid emission cuts — with clear and credible plans to
transition away from fossil fuels and towards clean energy, ” he stressed.
In light of the above statement, assess the impact of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development on the evolution of international envirommental
conservation of natural resources and the prevention of pollution, and how this has
influenced the development of modem environmental governance, referring to relevant
judicial decisions.

9. Analyse the constitutional basis of environmental protection in India with reference to
Article 21 of the Constitution of India, Article 48A, and Article 51A{g). In this context,
examine the role of writ jurisdiction and Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in enforcing
environmental rights. Further, evaluate the civil and criminal remedies available under
environmenial law, including injunctions, compensation, and the application of principles
such as ‘polluter pays’ and ‘absolute liability’.

10. Comment upon Municipal Corporation, Ratlam v. Vardichand, AIR 1980 SC 1622;
(1980) 4 SCC 162.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Mr. Kumar, an Advocate, was suspended from practice by the Bar Council of India (BCT})
based on the allegations arising from a viral social media video, without being given an
opportunity of hearing. Draft an appropriate writ petition challenging the decision of BCI.

2. The writ of Habeas corpus can be invoked only when the remedy under Section 100 of
BNSS, 2023 is exhausted. Comment on the statement.

3. Mr. ‘A’ issued a cheque for ¥5,00,000 to Mr. "B’. The cheque was dishonoured due to
insufficiency of funds. What points should be included in a statutory notice under Section
138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, 18817

4. Mr. *A’ is a PWD contractor undertook to build a school building. The building was
completed and certificate was issued to this effect by the department. The bills for 40 laks
were presented for payment but was not paid for the past eight months. Now A’ wants to
file the suit for recovery of dues from government. Explain the procedure to be followed
under Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and draft the relevant notice.

5. Critically analyse the provisions relating to compulsory registration of documents.

6. Mr. "A’ went to purchase essentials for his family on 27.04.2025. He was arrested by
Madurai Police Section 163 BNSS, 2023 ban and remanded to judicial custody.
Draft a bail petition.

7. Mr. "A’ is an education trust running a primary school In Thanjavur. Mr. *B* started a
brick factory next to the school. Subsequently Mr. ‘A’ wishes to file a suit against Mr. ‘B’
alleging pollution from the dust and a factory is running in violation of safety rules. Draft
a plaint for Mr. *A’.

8. Mr. Albert a retired teacher wants to conduct his daughter’s marriage. He needs money
and approached his neighbour Mr. S. Kandasamy who have agreed to lend Rs.3.00,000/-
subject to a simple mortgage, carties interest at 10%. for 3 years. Draft a mortgage deed.
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a. Write legibly. Fill up the answer book with televant and cogent answers.

b. All the questions should be answered by quoting relevant judicial precedents and/or
llustrations.

¢. The questions may be preferably answered in the liswes-Research--Inatysis-Concinsion (IRAC)
method by quoting relevant legal provisions, precedents and examples.

d. You are strictly directed to follow the Question Number as given in the Question Paper.

e. Bare \cts are not allowed; Electronic gadgets are prohibited.

PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)
Answer any ONE of the following questions:

1. M/s. TNLS Ltd., ["TNLS’] imported “laptops (notebook computers)’ from Hong Kong into
India in 2004. The relevant law relating to imposition of excise duty in India for imported
products is contained in the Customs Tariff Act, 1975 [*CT Act, 1975°]. Section 3 of the
said legislation read together with the Computers (Additional Duty) Rules, 2004 [*CAD
Rules, 2004°] provides for imposition of ‘additional duty’ on ~computers’ imported from
foreign nations. The following table under the CAD Rules, 2004 provides for description
as well as the concomitant duty rate for imported computers.

Additional Duty
S. No. Description of Goods Additional Duty
Rate
1. Central Processing Unit (CPU) imported separately. 6%

Computers (other than CPU imported separately)
Explanation — For the purpose of this entry. “computers”™
shall include central processing unit (CPU) with monitor,
2. mouse and keyboard, cleared together as a set; but shall not
include input or output devices or accessories such as
monitor, keyboard, mouse, modem, uninterrupted power 7%
supply system, or web camera imported separately.
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With respect to the import of laptops by M/s. TNLS, the Assessing Authority established
under the CT Act, 1975 passed an order as follows:

“As imported ‘laptops’ and imported ‘desktop computers’ are capable of performing

same or similar functions, I am of the considered view that laptops can be considered as

computers under the CAD Rules. Accordingly, on a combined reading of Section 3 of the
CT Act and CAD Rules, I hold that the import of ‘laptops’ from Hong Kong by TNLS Lid.
is liable to additional excise dury of 7%.”

M/s. TNLS objects to this order on the ground that ‘laptops’ cannot be equated to
‘desktop computers’, even though they are capable of performing similar or even identical
functions. Consequently, they preferred an appeal against the said order before the
Customs Excise & Service Tax Appellate Tribunal |*Appellate Assessing Authority’].
Assume the role of the Appellate Assessing Authority and adjudicate the dispute. In your
decision, clearly identify and apply the relevant principles governing the interpretation of
fiscal statutes.

2. What do you understand by the term ‘intrinsic or internal aids’? Elucidate the differences
between internal and external aids? Explain in detail any two (2) types of internal aids
with relevant judicial precedents, illustrations and examples.

PART - B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions:

3. “Ms. X°, an employee of a manufacturing unit, was travelling from her home to the factory
on her scooter when she met with a serious accident approximately one kilometre from
her workplace. Although Ms. X survived, she sustained grievous injuries. Ms. X files a
claim for compensation contending that the injury was caused by an accident “arising out
of and in the course of employment.” The employer disputes liability, arguing that the
accident occurred outside the workstation and before working hours, and therefore falls
outside the scope of employment. Decide the case by applying the ‘beneficial
construction rule’ in interpretation of labour welfare legislations.

4. ‘Non-obstante’ clauses are often used by legislatures to give overriding effect to certain
laws. However, their increasing use has raised concerns regarding legislative drafting,
judicial interpretation and potential exclusion of competing legal principles. Critically
analyse the extent to which a non-obstante clause can supersede other statutory and
constitutional provisions.

5. The Government of Dravida Naadu decided to acquire the land belonging to “Mr. ABC”
and proceedings were duly initiated under the Land Acquisition Act. The appropriate
authority fixed Rs. 10 Lakhs/- as compensation and an award was passed in this regard.
Being dissatisfied with the compensation amount, Mr. ABC decided to make a reference
to the Civil Court for enhancement of compensation amount. The relevant legislative
provision reads as follows:

“Any application for reference to the Civil Court shall be made not beyond six (6) months
Sfrom the date of the award”.
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In the case at hand, Mr. ABC makes an application within six months of his knowledge of
the award regarding compensation and not within six months from the date of the award.
ABC’s claim is dismissed by the Civil Court solely on the ground of failure to comply
with a procedural requirement of limitation law, despite having a strong substantive legal
right. Mr. ABC as a litigant argues that procedural rules should not defeat substantive
justice. Decide whether the Court’s decision is justified by ecritically analysing the
relationship between *procedural law™ and *substantive law’.

6. The “mischief rule’, originating from the 16™ century Heydon’s Case, requires Courts to
interpret statutes in a manner, that suppresses the mischief the legislature intended to cure
and advance the remedy provided by the law. Critically analyse the extent to which the
mischief rule operates as an effective tool of statutory interpretation in contemporary
legislations. Further. evaluate whether reliance on the mischief rule risks judicial
overreach by allowing Courts to go beyond the plain meaning of statutory text.

7. Critically examine the distinction between ‘mandatory’ and ‘directory” laws in statutory
interpretation. Elucidate with examples the tests used by Courts to determine whether a
provision is mandatory or directory.

8. When two statutes collide creating an irreconcilable conflict, the principle of "generalia
specialibus non derogant’ requires that a special law prevails over a general one.
However, in the modern Indian regulatory landscape. multiple sectoral statutes may each
qualify as ‘special laws’ governing distinct, but overlapping fields. In such a situation.
where two special statutes are in apparent conflict, how should courts resolve such
inconsistency? Critically analyse the principles and interpretive tools used to resolve such
conflicts.

9. It is a settled principle of statutory interpretation that “a statute is presumed to operate
prospectively, unless the legislature clearly indicates a contrary infention.” Critically
analyse this presumption against retrospectivity. Further, distinguish between the concepis
of prospective, retrospective and retroactive statutes.

10. The Indian Parliament enacts a law granting the executive agencies wide discretionary
powers to regulate digital media, online news and streaming content without providing
clear guidelines. The executive exercises this power to block, police, censor and remove
certain users content at the behest of the ruling political establishment. A challenge is
brought before the Constitutional Courts alleging violation of fundamental rights and
excessive delegation of legislative power. Decide the validity of the Parent Law Act and
the executive action, focusing on the doctrine of delegated legislation and the limits of
permissible delegation.
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Time: 2 V2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:
1. Explain in detail, the roles and duties of an Arbitrator. stage by stage with the help of
judicial precedents.

2. Explain the different types of awards and analyse the legal implications of issues on
finality, revisability. jurisdiction and enforceability across jurisdictions, with suitable
precedents.

PART — B (6 x 5= 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Under the principle of Kompetenz-Kompetenz. at what stage is a domestic court allowed
to step in and review a tribunal’s decision regarding its own jurisdiction?

4. How does the Arbitration and Conciliation Act 1996, balance party autonomy with
procedural framework regarding the place and language of arbitration? In your answer,
distinguish between the legal significance of the seat versus the venue of arbitration and
explain how this distinction impacts the supervisory jurisdiction of domestic courts.

5. Explain the course correction made by the Supreme Court in the BALCO' case regarding
the application of Part | of the Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996.

6. What are the essential elements that quality an arbitral decision as a Foreign Award under
Part II of the Arbitration & Conciliation Act. 19967 Critically examine the legal
framework governing the recognition and enforcement of such awards in India.
specifically focusing on the threshold requirements under the New York Convention and
the specific statutory grounds on which an Indian court can refuse enforcement.

7. Deconstruct the definition of International Commercial Arbitration as provided under the
Arbitration & Conciliation Act, 1996. How have Indian courts interpreted the criteria of
foreign nationality, ceniral management and control, and the commercial nature of the
dispute when deciding whether an arbitration falls under the domestic or international
regime?

Y Bharal Abmining Co. <. Kaiver Aluninivm Tochnroal Services fne, 2012 INSC 379,
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8. Evaluate the scope, nature, and limitations of an Arbitral Tribunal’s power to grant
interim measures of protection under Section 17 of the Arbitration & Conciliation Act,
1996. Compare and contrast these powers with the interim reliefs granted by a Court
under Section 9 and evaluate the legal mechanism through which a tribunal’s interim
orders are currently enforced in India following the 2015 Amendment.

9. Trace the evolution of International Commercial Arbitration from the 1900s till the
current formats, in terms of regulation and codification.

10. What is Lex Arbitri? Give an example of how it differs from the substantive governing
law of the contract.
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Time: 2 Y2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Instructions:
a. Write legibly. Fill up the answer book with relevant and cogent answers.
b. All the questions should be answered by quoting at least rtwo televant judicial precedent
and/or illustrations.
¢. The questons may be preferably answered in the Iiswes-Research-1nabysis-Conclusion (IRAC)
method by quoting relevant legal provisions, precedents and examples.
d. You are strictly directed to follow the Question Number as given in the Question Papert.

Answer any ONE of the following questions:

1. The Competition Commission of India (CCI) received complaints from five passengers
and an information email from Beepa Riders Pvt. Ltd (BRPL), a company engaged in the
business of operating passenger buses in various routes within the United Madras
Provinces State against the Madras Road Transport Organisation (MRTQ), a State owned
Transport Corporation. The Parties infer alia allege that MRTO has been abusing its
dominant status in the road transport industry by employing the following unfair and
restrictive practices:

Allegation by BRPL
a. “Iree bus iravel scheme that enables all women to travel free of cost in State owned
city and town buses substantially reduces the commercial viability of private bus

services.”
Allegation by Passengers
b. “Shortage of bus services and simultaneous surge in ticket prices during festive

seasons.”
Explain the procedure to be followed and the various factors that will be considered by
the CCI to ascertain whether MRTO has abused its dominant position in the road transport
sector. What kind of orders can the CCl pass on compietion of the inquiry?

2. With respect to the doctrine of “separation of powers’, what is the primary function of the
CCI? List down at least two (2) provisions each from the Competition Act, 2002 as
examples for executive, legislative and judicial powers exercised by the CCI. Explain in
detail about the quasi-judicial powers of the CCI by quoting relevant provisions and
judicial decisions.
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PART - B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)
Answer any SIX of the following questions:

3. Explore the concept of “comparative advertisement’ with relevant examples from India
and abroad. Can commercial disparagement between competing enterprises be treated as
an anti-competitive practice under Indian competition law or does it remain exclusively
within the domains of trademark, tort and consumer law?

4. M/s. NG Ltd., and M/s. SMA Lid., dealing in organic foods and beverages respectively
have entered into a “Joint Venture Arrangement (JVA)' to promote the sale of their
products. An information has been filed before the CCI alleging that the said arrangement
between the two market players constitutes an anti-competitive cartel. The JVA parties,
however, contend that their arrangement is a legitimate efficiency enhancing collaboration
and not a cartel. Examine the validity of the claims and determine whether the
arrangement vielates competition law.

5. “The provisions of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 shall be in addition to and not in
derogation of the provisions of any other law for the time being in force.” With examples
and precedents, explain in detail how to resolve overlapping jurisdiction issues between
the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and the Competition Act, 2002.

6. ‘SUBWAY International’ owns the proprietary system for establishing and operating
restaurants featuring sandwiches and salads all over the globe. *SUBWAY Dravida Naadw’
by virtue of a sub-license issued by ‘SUBWAY [nternational” is engaged in the business of
franchising of *SUBWAY" stores which prepare and sell submarine sandwiches and salads
from retail outlets in the State of Dravida Naadu. One of the clauses in the “Franchise
Agreement’ between SUBWAY Dravida Naadu and retailers is as follows:

“The retailers shall purchase all food, equipment, beverages and other products or
services which are used in the restaurant exclusively from an approved distribution centre
of ‘SUBWAY Dravida Naadu' for maintaining identical standards across all the stores
within the State. The same includes purchase of only approved carbonated beverages like
Coca Cola and Lemon Tea from the authorized distributor.”

Analyse whether the above clause in the Franchise Agreement amounts to
anti-competitive vertical restraint by quoting relevant provisions and precedents from the
Competition Act, 2002.

7. In general, the ‘reward theory’ advocates rewarding persons not only for their own
labour, but also for the positive societal benetit of their creative efforts. In the context of
Intellectual Property (IP) laws, a creator receives an exclusive Intellectual Property Right
(IPR) as a just reward f[or their creative endeavours. Analyse whether the reward theory
can conflict with the goals of Competition law, which primarily aims to foster a fair and
competitive market, often by limiting exclusive rights or monopolies.
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8. “I'reedom of trade and commerce is a fundamental right protecied by the Indian
Constitution. Public policy principles require that every individual shall be at liberty to
work for themselves and shall not be at liberty 1o deprive themselves or the State of their
labour, skill, or talent through any contract they enter into.” Critically comment on this
statement by clucidating the relevant provisions from the Constitution of India, 1950, the
Indian Contract Act, 1872, and the Competition Act, 2002.

9. In the evolving landscape of competition law enforcement around the world, compare and
contrast between ‘ex-anfe regulations vs. ex-post liability’ approaches under the
Competition Act, 2002. What approach was proposed in the framework of the Digifal
Competition Bill, 2024?

10. “Mergers, Acquisitions and Amalgamations that are permissible under Corporate Law
may nevertheless be restricted under Competition Law due to concerns relating to
concentration of market power.” In light of this statement. critically analyse the
significance of pre-combination notification and the compuisory waiting period under
the Indian Competition law regime.
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Time: 2 V2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART - A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

I. One of the former Governors of RBI, Mr. Shaktikanta Das once quoted
“...We, in the Reserve Bank, have remained steadfast in our commitment to safeguard
trust and confidence in the domestic financial system as we rebuild the foundations of
strong and sustainable growth with macroeconomic stability. This has been our anchor in
the ocean of uncertainty..." Justify this statement.

2. Sanjabij Tari v. Kishore S. Borcar and Anr, 2025 INSC 1158, The supreme Court
observes “.... this Court is of the view that the intent behind introducing Chapter XVII
{Of Penalties in Case of Dishonour of Certain Cheques for Insufficiency of Funds in the
Accounts) is to restore the credibility of cheques as a trustworthy substitute for cash
payment and to promote a culture of using cheques. Further, by criminalizing the act of
issuing cheques without sufficient funds or for other specified reasons, the law promotes
financial discipline, discourages irresponsible practices and allows for a more efficient
and timely resolution of disputes compared to the previous pure civil remedy which was
Jound to involve the payee in a long-drawn out process of litigation... ” Comment.

PART — B (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Mr. Prakash sold his luxury car to Mr. Surya for 215 lakh. In consideration of the sale,
Mr. Surya executed a promissory note dated 1% January 2025 promising to pay the
amount to Mr. Prakash on 1% July 2025. Mr. Prakash owed Z12 lakh io Aid1Fincorp for a
business loan. To discharge this liability, Mr. Prakash endorsed and transferred the
promissory note to AidlFincorp for valuable consideration before the due date.
AidIFincorp accepted the note in good faith and without knowledge of any defect in the
transaction. A few weeks later, newspapers reported that Mr. Surya had been arrested in
connection with a money laundering investigation. On the due date, AidlFincorp
presented the promissory note for payment, but Mr. Prakash refused to pay, claiming that
the transaction involving the car was doubtful because of the criminal investigation and
therefore the promissory note was unenforceable. As Aid1Fincorp 's lawyer explain the
grounds under which the promissory note could be enforced.
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4.

M/s. Sona Mina Paper and Allied Co. Ltd., (SPA Co. Ltd.), a company engaged in paper
manufacturing, obtained a term loan of %5 crores from M/s. Always Help Bank Pvt. Ltd.,
(AHB Pvt. Ltd.), a scheduled bank, for expansion of its factory infrastructure and
purchase of advanced machinery. As security for the loan, M/s. SPA Co. Ltd., created a
security interest by hypothecating its plant, machinery, and other movable assets in favour
of the bank. Due to continuous financial losses, M/s. SPA Co. Ltd., failed to repay the
loan instalments for more than 180 days. Consequently, M/s. AHB Pvt. Ltd., classified the
account as a Non-Performing Asset (NPA). Thereafter, on 12" May 2025, the bank issued
a demand notice under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI, 2002) requiring
M/s. SPA Co. Ltd.. to discharge its liabilities within the prescribed period. The company
neither repaid the amount nor raised any objections within the statutory time.

Subsequently, on 15" July 2025, M/s. AHB Pvt. Ltd., assigned the financial asset and
underlying security interest to M/s. Nimbo Asset Reconstruction Co. (NAR Co.), an Asset
Reconstruction Company registered under law. Acting upon the assignment,
M/s. NAR Co. initiated proceedings under the SARFAESI, 2002 to take possession of the
secured assets. However, Mr. Sunny, the Managing Director of M/s. SPA Co. Ltd., along
with factory workers. resisted the possession proceedings and denied entry to
M/s. NAR Co.’s officials. Advise M/s. NAR Co’s next course of action.

Ms. Suhani, a fourth-year law student staying in a hostel in Chennai, requested her father
to transfer ¥25,000/- towards her hostel mess fees. On 11™ May 2025, her father initiated
the payment through Google Pay. Due to a sudden network interruption during the
transaction, the payment application displayed the status as “processing” and later showed
“payment failed.” Believing that the amount had not been transferred, Ms. Suhani’s father
initiated another transaction of ¥25,000/-. The second transaction was shown as
successful, and the amount was debited from his bank account. Later, upon checking the
account statement, Ms. Suhani’s father discovered that both transactions had been debited
from his account, while Ms. Suhani received credit for only one transaction in her bank
account. Despite lodging complaints through the customer grievance portal of the
payment application and contacting the bank helpline, the excess amount was not reversed
for several days. Aggrieved by the delay and inconvenience, Ms. Suhani decided to seek
legal remedies relating to digital payment disputes and electronic banking transactions.

. M/s. Gerald Tours and Travels (GTT), a travel company specializing in package tours,

temple tours, and customized travel services for Non-Resident Indians and foreign
tourists, maintained its corporate current account with Indian Bank. Mr. Milo Kulis had
been employed as an authorized field agent of M/s. GTT for nearly six years and regularly
handled cash deposits and withdrawals on behalf of the company. On 18" June 2025,
Mr. Milo Kulis approached a branch of Indian Bank and presented a crossed cheque for
Z15 lakh purportedly issued from the account of M/s. GTT maintained with State Bank of
India (SBI). Since Mr. Milo Kulis had been frequently transacting on behalf of M/s. GTT
and was personally known to the bank officials. Indian Bank encashed the cheque
immediately and released the amount to him without further verification. When the

cheque was later sent to SBI for clearance, the cheque was dishonoured on the ground that
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it was invalid and bore unauthorized signatures. On conducting an internal inquiry, Indian
Bank discovered that:

e M/s. GTT had never issued the cheque,

s the cheque ieaf had been frauduientiy obrained,

 the signatures on the cheque were forged, and

* Mr. Milo Kulis had disappeared and could not be traced.

M/s. GTT denied all liability and alleged that Indian Bank acted negligently in making
payment without proper verification of the instrument. Analyse on the position of Indian
Bank in this case.

7. Differentiate the terms ' System Provider', ‘System participant’ and ' Payment Sysiem’.
Explain the role of NPCI and RBI in regulating the entities under the Payment and
Settlement Act, 2007.

8. Elucidate on the following-

8.1 Different types of deposits (2.5 Marks)
8.2 Different types of crossing (2.5 Marks)

9. Former Governor Y.V. Reddy in his autobiography (Advice and Dissent) says
"...Sometimes, these interactions (Between the Government and RBI) can be like walking
on a razor's edge. The relative emphasis between autonomy for the RBI and
accountability to the government is difficult to define and complex in practice...”
Comment.

10. Explain the various rights and responsibilities of Banker towards its customers.
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Time: 2 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 = 10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. Critically examine the implementational challenges of the POCSO Act, 2012.

2. Critically comment on the transfer system for children who commit heinous crimes under
the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015,

PART — B (6 x 5= 30 Marks)
Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Critically examine the grounds on which bail can be denied to a child in conflict with law
with the help of relevant judicial decisions.

4. Write a case comment on Nipun Saxena &Anr. v. Union of India & Ors. (2019) 2 SCC
703.

S, Write a case comment on Just Rights for Children Alliance v. S. Harish, 2024 INSC 716.
6. Write a note on reverse burden of proof under the POCSO Act, 2012.

7. Explain the essential elements of sexual harassment under POCSO Act, 2012 with the
help of relevant judicial decisions.

8. Explain the role, powers and functions of the Juvenile Justice Board.

=]

. Trace the historical development of Juvenile Justice System in India.

10. Write a note on law relating to female feticide and infanticide in India.

Page 1 of 1



EC004-26
Name [ ]

Register No.: | | | ’
| ' .

TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI
IV Year - B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) and B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programmes

End Semester (Even-Semester) Examinations, May - 2026
LAW OF INDIRECT TAXATION

Time: 2 ¥2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

1. M/s. ABC Technologies Pvt. Ltd., registered in Chennai, provides cloud storage services
and online legal database subscriptions through a fully automated digital platform.
The company supplies services to customers in India as well as abroad and receives
payments through international gateways.

For the financial year 202425, the company treated several cross-border {ransactions as
export of services and accordingly did not discharge GST on such supplies. It also paid
CGST-SGST on certain transactions that the department later alleged were liable to IGST.
During an inspection under Section 67 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017
(CGST Act), the Proper Officer seized electronic records and internal communications of
the company. The department alleged that the company was aware of defects in the
determination of place of supply and tax liability but continued filing returns without
correcting the classification, resulting in short payment of tax. Accordingly, proceedings
were initiated under Section 74A demanding tax, interest and penalty.

The company contends that the dispute arose only due to interpretational difficulties
relating to OIDAR services and place of supply provisions, and that there was no
deliberate intention to evade tax.

With reference to the provisions of the CGST Act, determine:

(a) Whether the services supplied by M/s. ABC Technologies qualify as OIDAR
services? (2 Marks)

(b) How is the place of supply determined for domestic and foreign customers?
(2 Marks)
(¢} Whether initiation of proceedings under Section 74A, including demand of tax.
interest and penalty, is legally justified in the present case. (6 Marks)

2. M/s. JOY Mall Developers Pvt. Ltd., constructed a commercial shopping complex and
leased out the units to various business entities on payment of GST. The company
claimed Input Tax Credit (ITC) on goods and services used for the construction of the
mall contending that the building was used for furtherance of taxable business activities
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and therefore qualified for ITC under the principles laid down in the Safari Retreats’
decision.

The department denied ITC relying upon Section 17(5)(d) of the CGST Act and further
contended that subsequent retrospective amendments made after the Safari Retreats
judgment clarified that ITC on construction of immovable property remains blocked even
where such property is used for taxable leasing activities.

M/s. JOY Mall Developers challenges the denial of ITC arguing that the retrospective
amendment defeats the object of GST as a value-added tax and imposes an unreasonable
restriction on seamless credit flow.

At this backdrop, explain:

(a) The scope and object of blocked credit under Section 17(5) of the CGST Act.

(2 Marks)
(b) The legal principles laid down in the Safari Retreats case, including the “functionality
test”. (2 Marks)
(c) The effect of the subsequent retrospective amendments made to Section 17(5)(d) after
the Safari Retreats decision. (4 Marks)

(d} Whether denial of ITC in the present case is constitutionally and legally sustainable?
(2 Marks)

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. M/s. XYZ Traders, a registered dealer under the CGST Act, failed to furnish monthly
returns for seven consecutive months. The Proper Officer issued a show cause notice
proposing cancellation of registration under Section 29 of the CGST Act. Despite receipt
of notice, the dealer failed to file the pending returns within the prescribed time.
Consequently. the registration was cancelled.

Two months later, M/s. XYZ Traders, applied for revocation of cancellation under
Section 30 contending that:

o the default occurred due to severe financial difficulties,

« repeated technical glitches on the GST portal prevented timely filing, and

« the business would suffer irreparable loss if registration was not restored.

The department rejected the application on the ground that statutory compliances had not
been fulfilled.

In this context, discuss:
a) Whether the cancellation of registration by the Proper officer under Section 29
is legally valid? (2.5 Marks)
b) The scope and conditions for revocation of cancellation under Section 30.
(2.5 Marks)

! Chief Commissioner of Central Goods and Service Tax & Ors. v. M/s Safari Retreats Private Ltd. & Ors. (Civil
Appeal No. 2948 of 2023)
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4. M/s. Regal Trends, a registered supplier of designer jewellery in Hyderabad. exhibited its
products at a Jewellery Expo organised at the Convention Centre, Hyderabad,
on 12" March, 2026. For the occasion, it availed professional photography and digital
promotion services from M/s. Flash Frame Media Services for a consideration of
16,00,000/- (excluding GST).

M/s. Flash Frame Media Services issued a duly signed tax invoice on 25th April, 2026
showing a lump-sum amount of ¥7,08,000 inclusive of CGST and SGST @ 9% each.
M/s. Regal Trends made the payment on the very next day.

In light of the above facts. answer the following:

(i) Lxamine whether the tax invoice has been issued within the time limit prescribed
under the CGST Act. (2 Marks)

(ii) The tax consultant of M/s. Regal Trends objected to the invoice raised, suggesting
that the amount of tax charged in respect of the taxable supply should have been
separately shown in the invoice raised by M/s. Flash Frame Media Services. Examine
the validity of the objection raised by the tax consultant of M/s. Regal Trends.

(3 Marks)

5. M/s. Bright Vision Electronics Lid., a registered supplier of home appliances, introduced
a sales promotion scheme for its distributors under which post-supply discounts would be
granted on achievement of specified sales targets. The terms relating to discount were
incorporated in the distributorship agreement entered into before the supply of goods.
Subsequently. amendments were made to the provisions governing post-supply discounts
under the CGST Act in relation to reversal of Input Tax Credit and adjustment of tax
liability. The company contends that the amendments were introduced to resolve practical
difficulties faced by suppliers and recipients in claiming deduction of such discounts.
Discuss the legal framework governing post-supply discounts under Section 15 of the
CGST Act and analyse the object and effect of the amendments made in this regard.

6. M/s. Navya Technologies is in the business of development of e- commerce platforms for
various customers. M/s. Annu Creations obtained the ownership rights of an e- commerce
platform developed by M/s. Navya Technologies by paying a specified amount against
ownership rights of said portal. Annu Creations also entered into an annual maintenance
contract with M/s. Navya Technologies for technical maintenance of the said portal.
M/s. Annu Creations supplies its own goods and services through the said portal to
ultimate customers. Examine who is the e-commerce operator in the given case as per the
provisions of the GST law.

7. The proper officer while conducting scrutiny of returns under Section 61 of the CGST
Act, 2017, detected a discrepancy in the return filed by M/s. R Kumar Pvt. Lid,,
a registered person under GST. Examine the powers of the proper officer during scrutiny
of returns and explain the recourse available to the proper officer where a satisfactory
explanation is not furnished by the registered person.
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8. Examine the procedure and conditions for filing an appeal before the Goods and Services
Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT) under the CGST Act, 2017.

9. Discuss the concept and significance of the Electronic Credit Ledger, Electronic Cash
Ledger and Electronic Liability Register under the CGST Act, 2017. Also explain the
manner of utilisation of Input Tax Credit with reference to major heads and minor heads
of taxes under GST.

10. Determine the place of supply in the following independent cases and justify your
answer with reference to the relevant provisions of the IGST Act, 2017:

a.

M/s. Star Electronics, Chennai, supplied air conditioners to a buyer in Bengaluru and
arranged transportation of goods to the buyer’s premises. (1 Mark)

. M/s. Ocean Traders, Mumbai. imported machinery from Germany through Chennai

Port for use in Maharashtra. (1 Mark)

. A registered architect in Hyderabad provided architectural consultancy services to a

registered company located in Delhi. (1 Mark)

. An Indian law firm in Kolkata provided online legal advisory services to a client

located in Singapore. (1 Mark)

. M/s. Bright Events Ltd., Jaipur, organised a cultural event in Goa for an unregistered

customer located in Rajasthan. (1 Mark)
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Time: 2 V2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART - A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

I. Under the Consumer Protection Act (CPA), 2019, how are one-sided builder-buyer
agreements legally categorized, and what specific judicial principles established in
landmark Supreme Court judgments allow a homebuyer to claim a full refund despite
contractual clauses that attempt to limit builder liability?

2. Ms. Arya, purchased a high-end phone from MegStore.in, a leading Indian e-commerce

marketplace for ¥85,000/-. During the checkout process, the interface displayed a
"Final Price” of 85,000/-, which Ms. Arya paid. However, upon receiving her email
confirmation, she noticed two separate invoices, one for the handset at ¥84,900/- and a
second, unexpected invoice for R100/- labelled as a *Digital Convenience Fee’.
Three weeks later, the phone began overheating. Ms. Arya took the device to the
authorized service center, where a technician informed her that the device's internal serial
number showed it had been activated four months prior to her purchase date.
When Ms. Arya contacted MegStore.in to demand a refund, the platform replied that they
were merely an ‘intermediary’ facilitating a transaction between her and a third-party
seller. They claimed that under their terms and conditions, any liability regarding product
quality or misrepresentation rested solely with the selier.

In light of the above facts, answer the following with reference to the provisions of the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019, the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules. 2020,
relevant judicial decisions, and principles governing e-commerce liability in India:

a. ldentify and explain the unfair trade practice adopted by the platform.

b. Examine the extent of liability of the e-commerce platform, the third-party seller. and
the manufacturer/service centre, if any.

¢. Analyse the remedies available to the consumer under Indian consumer protection
law.
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PART - B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. Critically analyze how judicial decisions have shifted the focus from the identity of the
account holder to the 'dominant purpose’ of the specific transaction in determining
consumer status within the Banking Sector.

4. Given that the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, provides for a statutory appeal to the
Supreme Court only against orders passed by the NCDRC in its original jurisdiction,
analyze the constitutional and jurisdictional implications for a litigant aggrieved by an
order passed by the NCDRC in its appellate or revisional jurisdiction. Evaluate the shift in
judicial interpretation from the 'Situs Doctrine’ to the 'Cause of Action' principle.

5. M/s. Skyline Developers, a construction company, was involved in a legal dispute with a
home buyer before the State Consumer Commission. During the proceedings,
M/s. Skyline Developers presented evidence of a National Green Tribunal stay order that
had legally halted their construction activities, making it impossible to meet original
deadlines. However, the State Consumer Commission issued an order awarding the home
buyer a significantly high interest rate and compensation, without taking into
consideration the NGT stay order in its final judgment. The company intends to challenge
this order, claiming it as a “perverse order’.

What legal remedy does M/s. Skyline Developers have under the Consumer Protection
Act, 20197 Does the State Commission’s failure to consider the NGT stay order qualify as
a ‘perversity’? Explain with relevant provisions and decided relevant judicial decisions.

6. Mr. Adyaan purchased a ‘Quick-Heat Pro’ water geyser, manufactured by Apex Home
Solutions, from a local retailer for ¥12,000. The manufacturer’s brochure and the product
box featured an express warranty stating that the geyser was equipped with an “Advanced
Thermal Cut-off” system, designed to automatically shut down the heating element if the
water temperature exceeded 75°C to prevent overheating. After three months of use, the
geyser began making a loud humming sound. Mr. Adyaan contacted Fix-It Services, an
authorized product service provider, to inspect the unit. The technician from Fix-It
Services performed a maintenance check, but negligently failed to notice that a wire
leading to the thermal sensor was frayed, rendering the safety mechanism ineffective.
Three days later, the geyser overheated and exploded while in opération. causing severe
burn injuries to Mr. Adyaan and extensive damage to his bathroom wall and tiles.
Subsequent technical investigation of the product revealed that the geyser’s internal
heating tank was made of a material thinner than what was specified in Apex Home
Solutions” own manufacturing specifications. Furthermore, the user manual contained no
warnings or instructions regarding the dangers of leaving the geyser on for more than two
hours.

In light of these facts, examine the legal remedies available to Mr. Adyaan under the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019. Identify the parties who may be held liable under the
Act.
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7. Examine the salient features of the United Nations Guidelines for Consumer Protection
(UNGCP) in the global evolution of consumer law. Highlight the core objectives of the
1985 guidelines and explain how subsequent amendments have addressed modern
challenges.

8. Mr. Chris purchased a “Quick-Heat Veggie Meal,” a pre-packaged ready-to-eat food
product, from a local supermarket. The meal was manufactured, processed, and sealed in
a hermetically closed container at the central processing facility of Burger Queen and
subsequently supplied to the supermarket for retail sale. Upon opening the sealed package
at his residence, Mr. Chris discovered a dark, oily substance resembling industrial
lubricant mixed with the food, rendering the product unsafe and unfit for human
consumption. Aggrieved by the incident, Mr. Chris filed a complaint before the District
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission alleging that the food product was defective.
contaminated, and adulterated.

In the light of the above facts, examine against whom the consumer may institute
proceedings under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019. Examine the liability of the
manufacturer, distribuior, retailer, and any other relevant parties in cases involving
defective or adulterated sealed food products. Further, explain the standard of proof
required from the consumer in establishing defect in such cases, with reference to the
relevant statutory provisions and judicial decisions.

9. Explain the concept of surrogate advertisement and distinguish it from legitimate brand
extension. Examine how surrogate advertisements are regulated under the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019. Support your answer with relevant statutory provisions, regulatory
guidelines, and judicial decisions.

10. Mrs. Sharma admitted her husband to a private hospital for a minor routine surgery.
During the procedure, he suffered a fatal cardiac arrest allegedly due to serious lapses on
the part of the doctors and hospital staff. After his death, Mrs. Sharma sought access to
the medical records and discovered that the consent forms appeared to have been forged
and the surgery logs manipulated. Aggrieved by the incident, she intended to initiate
proceedings for deficiency in service under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.
Meanwhile, the hospital initiated mediation proceedings and sought Mrs. Sharma’s
participation in the same.

In the light of the above facts, examine the maintainability of mediation proceedings in
the instant case and the remedy available to Mrs. Sharma, with reference to the relevant
statutory provisions and judicial decisions.
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Time: 2 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 40
PART - A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions in not exceeding 800 words each:

I. Mr. Raghav, an independent scriptwriter, used a generative Artificial Intelligence (Al)
tool to develop the story and screenplay for a feature film. During the creative process, Mr.
Raghav provided detailed prompts, modified Al-generated content, rejected several
generated drafts, altered character arcs, rewrote dialogues, reorganized scenes, and
continuously exercised creative supervision until the final screenplay was completed.

The Terms and Conditions of the Al platform used by Mr. Raghav stated as follows:

“You shall not represent that Output was human-generated when it was not. However, as
between you and Al, and to the extent permitted by applicable law, you (a) retain your
ownership rights in Input and (b) own the Output. The company owning the Al Tool
hereby assigns to you all its right, title, and interest, if any, in and to the Qutput.”

Thereafier, Mr. Raghav filed an application before the Registrar of Copyrights under the
Copyright Act, 1957 seeking registration of the story and the screenplay. In the
application, Mr. Raghav disclosed the use of the Al tool and claimed joint authorship in
the names of Mr. Raghav and the AT tool. The Registrar of Copyrights refused registration
on the grounds that the work was substantially generated using Al tool and Al cannot be
recognized as an “author” under Indian copyright law and the claim of joint authorship
with AT is legally untenable; and the work lacks the human authorship and originality
necessary for copyright protection.

Aggrieved by the refusal, Mr. Raghav preferred an appeal before the Madras High Court.
In his appeal, Mr.Raghav contends that even if Al cannot be recognized as a joint author,
Mr. Raghav should nevertheless be recognized as the sole author and owner of copyright
as the alleged work was created under Mr. Raghav’s creative control and supervision.
Decide

2. "Robinhood” is a digital platform that provides free access to digitised and scanned copies
of copyrighted textbooks, scholarly books, and research articles to users across the world.
Although access to the platform is free, Robinhood receives voluntary donations from
users to sustain its operations. The platform enables users to search, access, and download
academic materials that are otherwise commercially expensive or inaccessible in
developing countries.
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Robinhood also provides an on-demand access feature whereby users may request
specific research articles that are protected behind subscription-based or paywall-
controlled digital platforms. Upon request, the platform obtains and provides
downloadable access to such materials and subsequently adds them to its repository.

A consortium of international academic publishers and authors’ associations (henceforth
“consortium”) files a suit before the Madras High Court seeking permanent injunctions,
dynamic blocking orders, damages, and disclosure directions against Robinhood for large-
scale copyright infringement. The consortium arrays a person named Alexandria, residing
in Russta, as the alleged owner and operator of the platform. The plaintiffs/consortium
contend that Robinhood engages in systematic unauthorised reproduction, communication
to the public, digital dissemination of copyrighted works, and circumvention of paywall
protections, thereby violating the Copyright Act, 1957.

In defence, counsel for Alexandria argues that the activities of Robinhood are protected
under the fair dealing and educational use exceptions under Section 52 of the Copyright
Act, 1957, particularly in light of the need for access to knowledge and digital education.
The defence further disputes Alexandria’s ownership and liability in relation to the
platform.

Assume that you are legal counsel appearing on behalf of:

(a) the plaintiffs — present your arguments. (5 Marks)
(b) the defendants — present your arguments. (5 Marks)

PART — B (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. A young film director, inspired by a series of newspaper articles relating to women
trafficking, developed a screenplay combining factual incidents reported in the
newspapers with fictional characters, dialogues, and dramatized events. Upon theatrical
release of the film, the journalist who investigated the matter and authored the news
reports and the newspaper publishing company filed a suit alleging copyright
infringement. It was contended that the film constituted an unauthorized derivative work
based upon the newspaper articles and violated their copyright. Decide

4. Critically examine the jurisprudential foundations, doctrinal scope, and remedial
dimensions of moral rights under Section 57 of the Copyright Act, 1957, with particular
reference to architectural works. Analyse whether the statutory protection against
distortion, mutilation, modification, or other prejudicial acts extends to the demolition or
destruction of buildings, in the light of relevant judicial decisions.

5. “The evolution of copyright licensing reflects the changing relationship between
proprietary control and public access to knowledge”. Critically examine the extent to
which diverse licensing frameworks, namely voluntary licensing, statutory licensing,
compulsory licensing, Creative Commons licensing, and Open-Source licensing reconcile
authors’ exclusive economic rights with the broader public interest in promoting access,
creativity and dissemination of knowledge under the Copyright Act, 1957.
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