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Mid-Semester (Even -Semester) Examinations, March - 2026
ENGLISH — I1 / BUSINESS ENGLISH - 11

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Read the poem given below and interpret The Second Coming by W. B. Yeats as a poem
of modernity. How does the poem capture the anxieties. fragmentation. and crisis of the
modern world?

Turning and turning in the widening gyre

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;'

Things fall apart; the centre eanneot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity.

Surely some revelation is at hand;

Surely the Second Coming is at hand.

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi

Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert
A shape with lion body and the head of a2 man,

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,

Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it

Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.

The darkness drops again; but now I know

That iwenty centuries of stony sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradie,

And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?

Page 1 of 2



. Attempt a Formalistic interpretation of the poem given below:

I caught this morning morning's minion, king-dom of daylight's dauphin,
dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon, in his riding

Of the rolling level underneath him steady air, and striding

High there, how he rung upon the rein of a wimpling wing

In his ecstasy! then off, off forth on swing,

As a skate's heel sweeps smooth on a bow-bend: the hurl and gliding
Rebuffed the big wind. My heart in hiding

Stirred for a bird, — the achieve of, the mastery of the thing!

Brute beauty and valour and act, oh, air, pride, plume, here
Buckle! AND the fire that breaks from thee then, a billion
Times told lovelier, more dangerous, O my chevalier!

No wonder of it: shéer pléd makes plough down sillion
Shine, and blue-bleak embers, ah my dear,
Fall, gall themselves, and gash gold-vermilion.

. Analyse the major principles of Formalism with reference to the concept of the
Autotelic Text. Explain how the method of close reading reinforces the idea of textual
autonomy. Also examine the notions of the Intentional fallacy and the Affective fallacy
and their relevance to tormalist criticism.

. How does language shape personal and class identity in Pygmalion by George Bernard
Shaw*? Evaluate the role of the Standard English accent and the Cockney dialect in
Eliza Doolittle’s transtormation., Protessor Higgins® arrogance, and her final assertion of
selthood.

. Explain the principles of Russian Formalism with reference to the concept of
defamiliarization proposed by Vikter Shklovsky. How does defamiliarization function in
literary texts?

. Analyse Silence! The Court is in Session by Vijay Tendulkar* as a powertul courtroom
drama that critiques patriarchal morality. Discuss the themes of motherhood. public
shaming, and feminist assertion through the character of Leela Benare. How does the
mock trial function as a symbolic space for the silencing and resistance of women?

. Explain the major principles of Structuralism with reterence to Ferdinand de Saussure.
Discuss his view of language as a system in which nothing can be studied in Isolation but
only in terms of its Relational Structure. How does this structural view transtorm the
study of Language/ Literature?

. In the light of the concepts studied in the English class. how do you understand the nature
of language? Can it be seen not only as communication, but also as a structured system.
an artistic medium that makes the familiar strange. and an expression of cultural anxiety?
Argue your view In your own way. drawing on the ideas you find most meaningful.
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Mid-Semester (Even -Semester) Examinations, March - 2026
SOCIOLOGY - II (Indian Society)

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Define and discuss the process of Secularization.

2. Define Myth and discuss any mythology that you find in community.

3. Discuss Ceremonies and Rituals.

4. What are theologies and creeds?

5. Define Caste according to Herbert Risley and explain the segmental division of caste
6. 6 Define Magic and discuss white and black magic.

7. Discuss Mystic and Mysticism

8. Detine Religion and Religious code
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TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI
I Year - B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programme
Mid-Semester (Even -Semester) Examinations, March - 2026
POLITICAL SCIENCE - II (Political Obligations)

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. “People are not only obliged to obey the State, they have a right to disobey it as well
under certain conditions™ explain the views of the English Liberal thinkers - Hobbes.
Locke, Green and Laski - in substantiation of the statement.

2. "Marxian theory sanctions the case of political non-obligation in the pre-revolutionary
stage, total political obligation in the revolutionary stage and its eventual conversion into
social obligation™- Critically analyze the statement.

3. Bring out the difference between Anarchism proper and Philosophical Anarchism and
explain the forms of Philosophical Anarchism.

4. Write about the evolution of the concept of Political Obligation.

5. For T.H. Green “State is a means to an end and that end is the moral development of the
individuals who compose it” — Explain.

6. Explain the ideas of T.H. Green on Right to Resist.

7. What reasons Vedanta offers in justification of individual’s obedience to institutions and
when man is free to disobey the institutions.

8. Explain the three different forms of the theory of contract which according to D.D.
Raphael was considered as one of the grounds of Political Obligation.
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HISTORY -1 (History of Indian Subcontinent)

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5=30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following guestions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. “Whether the historian’s main concern is with re-creation or explanation, with the past for
its own sake or for the light it can shed on the present, what he or she can actually achieve
is determined in the first instance by the extent and character of the surviving sources.”
Do you agree with the statement? Give reasons.

2. According to Arnaldo Momigliano, the Greek historians of the fifth century B.C.E. were
more interested in concentrating on contemporary events than on the remote past.
Contextualise the statement by referring to the nature of ancient Greek historiography.

3. Arthur Marwick argues that history achieved a higher level of rational perception during
the Renaissance period. Examine the statement by analysing the features of the history
writing of that period.

4. “The protagonists of Indian history,” argues Romila Thapar about the nature of colonial
historiography, “were the kings and the narration of events revolved around them.”
Do you agree with the statement? Give reasons.

5. *Most of the Indian historians (in the colonial period) had either participated in the
national movement for independence or had been influenced by it. Their contention was
that the Golden Age in India had existed prior to the coming of the British and that the
anctent past of India was a particularly glorious period of her history.” Contextualise the
statement by referring to suitable examples.

6. “In the 1920s, archaeology revealed the existence of an urban civilization, dating to a
period prior to the Rig-Veda, in the north-west of India; the Indus civilization or the
Harappa cuiture. This discovery took the formative period of civilization back to the third
millennium BC. ... The Harappa culture provides no clues to the rule of Manus, nor does
the Vedic corpus.” Evaluate the statement by referring to the key features of the Harappa
culture.
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7. “The use of Vedic literature as a source of history is linked to a number of questions about
the people to whom these texts belonged. Who were the Indo-Aryans? Where did they
come from? What was the relationship between the Vedic and Harappan cultures? These
issues have not always been treated as purely academic ones. They have political
implications, and have been used to serve diverse political agendas, both in colonial and
post-colonial times.” Do you agree with the above statement? Give reasons.

8. The 6" century BCE is widely acknowledged as a watershed moment in Indian history.
Would you agree with the statement? Substantiate your answer with suitable examples.
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FAMILY LAW -1

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:
(All answers must be supported with reference to the relevant statutory
provisions and judicial precedents)

1. The Supreme Court in Saroj Rani v. Sudarshan Kumar, AIR 1984 SC 1562 upheld the

constitutionality of Section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 observing that the remedy
of Restitution of Conjugal Rights serves a "social purpose” by preventing the breakdown
of marriage. Conversely, in 7. Sareetha v. Venkata Subbaiah, AIR 1983 AP 356, the
Andhra Pradesh High Court struck down the provision as "barbaric” and a violation of the
right to privacy.
Critically analyze these conflicting viewpoints. In your response. evaluate whether the
objective of preserving the "sanctity of marriage" can be legally reconciled with an
individual's fundamental right to bodily autonomy and dignity under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India, 1950.

2. “Historically, marriage was regarded as an essential social institution and its stability
was considered a desirable social objective, ofien ensured by prohibiting its dissolution.”
Critically examine this statement from the sociological perspective of marriage under
Hindu law.

3. Ms. Nethranya and Mr. Atchudhanan were married in 2014 in accordance with the
provisions of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. Over the years, Mr. Atchudhanan began
constantly insulting Ms. Nethranya in front of relatives, restricting her from meeting
friends, and accusing her of misconduct without any basis. The situation became
unbearable, and Ms. Nethranya eventually left the matrimonial home and started living
with her parents.

A few months later, Mr. Atchudhanan filed a petition seeking divorce on the grounds that
Ms. Nethranya had deserted him. Examine whether Ms. Nethranya’s act amounts to
desertion under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. Evaluate the concept of constructive
desertion and the remedies available to the aggrieved party.
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4. State the essential requirements under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, for obtaining a
decree of judicial separation and explain how this remedy differs from a decree of divorce
in terms of remarriage.

5. Historically, Hindu marriage was regarded as a "sacrament” and an "indissoluble union,”
meaning divorce was an unknown concept. However, the judiciary has increasingly
recognized the theory of "irretrievable breakdown of marriage," defining it as a state
where the marital bond is "emotionally dead"” and "completely unworkable”.
Critically analyze this development. In your response, evaluate why irretrievable
breakdown remains a judicial creation rather than a statutory ground under the Hindu
Marriage Act, 1955.

6. The sources of Hindu L.aw are characterised by a transition from divine revelation and
tradition to modern legal formalism. Explain the classification of these sources,
distinguishing between Ancient and Modern sources.

7. Mr. Alladinathan, a Hindu male, married Ms. Kavi in 2021 in accordance with Hindu rites
and ceremonies. A few years later, while the first marriage was still subsisting,
Mr. Alladinathan converted to Islam and subsequently married another woman,
Ms. Salma. Ms. Kavi contends that the second marriage is void and amounts to bigamy.
Mr. Alladinathan, however, argues that his conversion to Islam automatically dissolved
his first marriage and therefore his second marriage is valid. Examine whether
Mr. Alladinathan’s contention is legally sustainable. What is the legal status of
Mr. Alladinathan’s second marriage under the Hindu Marriage Act, 19557
What remedies, if any, are available to Ms. Kavi?

8. Mr. Rohit and Ms. Anuratha were married in 2016 according to Hindu rites and
ceremonies. After a few years of marriage, disputes arose between them and
Ms. Anuratha began living separately from Mr. Rohit. She filed an application seeking
interim maintenance under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

During the proceedings, Mr. Rohit contended that Ms. Anuratha had exaggerated her
financial needs and had not disclosed her own income and assets. Ms. Anuratha, on the
other hand, alleged that Mr. Rohit was concealing his actual income and financial
resources. The Family Court proceeded to determine the maintenance amount without
requiring detailed financial disclosures from either party.

Considering the principles laid down in Rajnesh v. Neha (2021) 2 SCC 324, evaluate
whether the Family Court’s approach is legally justified. What procedure should the court
follow while determining maintenance, and from which date should maintenance
ordinarily be awarded?
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BUSINESS ECONOMICS

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Your brother has an idea for a start up business to produce mosquito nets, illustrate him
how to calculate the costs and revenues for the same when market price for each net is
1500 rupees. With the help of following data illustrate him about the costs. Alongside
calculate: Total cost, Average Fixed Cost, Average Variable Cost, Average Cost,
Marginal Cost, Total Revenue, Marginal Revenue, Average Revenue and profit. Illustrate
to him the combination where he attains maximum sales with least costs.

Units Produced | Fixed Cost Variable Cost Price
100 280 180 1500
200 280 340 1500
300 280 460 1500
400 280 570 1500
500 280 660 1500
600 280 760 1500
700 280 890 1500
800 280 1050 1500
900 280 1220 1500

2. A monopoly firm is producing Night Vision Glasses with a cost of 2500 rupees with a
market price of 3500 rupees per unit. Keeping in view the features of monopoly market
itlustrate with the help of graph how much revenue and profit the firm can generate by
selling 300 units per month.

3. Explain the law of supply with the aid of a graphical illustration. List out it key
determinants and analyze how changes in these determinants affect supply curve.
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4. Assume an entrepreneur intends to enter the eco-friendly packing industry by
manufacturing reusable cloth bags at a unit cost of rupees 75. If the prevailing market
price in a monopolistically competitive market is 120 per bag and the firm produces 400
bags per day, analyze the firms profit position using appropriate graphical representation.

Calculate the daily profit, and explain how the essential characteristics of monopolistic
competition influence the firms pricing and output decisions.

5. Government often intervenes in market to correct inefficiencies and protect public welfare
through price control mechanisms. Identify and explain two principal forms of price
intervention adopted by the government.

6. Two individuals, Mr. Robert and Mr. Anto are arrested for committing theft at a
provisional store, an offence punishable with six months imprisonment. The police also
suspect their involvement in an unresolved downtown case involving theft and murder,
which carries a possible sentence of 20 years imprisonment. The suspects are interrogated
separately and each is offered an opportunity to confess and testify against the other.
Using the framework of Prisoners Dilemma, construct an appropriate payoff matrix to
analyze the strategic choices available to both individuals. Identify and explain Nash
equilibrium.

7. Critically examine the economic rationale for state intervention in oligopolies, particularly
in light of its features. Support your analysis with relevant examples and refer to
applicable legal frameworks and regulatory measures in India and other Jurisdictions of
strategic importance.

8. Using a suitable graphical illustration, demonstrate how the dominant low-cost firm
determines the market price and output. and how higher cost firms adjust their production
decisions accordingly.
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RESEARCH TOOLS FOR BUSINESS DECISION MAKING

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5= 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions:

1. From the following data find out arithmetic mean under step deviation method by taking
450 as assumed mean.

Profit per shop Rs. Number of shops
100-200 10
200-300 18
300-400 20
400-500 26
500-600 30
600-700 28
700-800 18

2. Locate Median from the following:

Size of shoes 5 5.5 6 6.5 7 3 8
Frequency 10 16 28 15 30 40 34

3. From the following data calculate Mode.

Marks No. of students

0-10 ]

10-20 15

20-30 25

30-40 15

40-50

50-60 4

60-70
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. From the following data compute the value of Harmonic mean.

Class Interval 10-20 20-30 30-40 40-50 50-60
Frequency 4 6 10 7/ E
. Calculate Geometric Mean.
Weekly Wages 3.0 18.5 20.5 22.0 23.0 24.0
No. of workers 8 10 14 6 7/ 3

. There are two brancheés of a company, employing 100 and 80 persons respectively. If the
arithmetic mean of the monthly salaries paid by the two companies are Rs. 275 and
Rs. 225 respectively. Find the arithmetic mean of the salaries of the employees of the

companies as a whole.

. Explain the components of Research Design.

. Discuss in detail the various methods of sampling.
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MARKETING MANAGEMENT

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30

PART — A (2 x 10 =20 Marks)

Answer any TWO of the following questions:

1.

Philip Kotler has given various definitions of marketing highlighting value creation and
customer satisfaction. Explain various definitions of marketing given by Philip Kotler.
Select any product or manufacturer of your choice and explain how the marketing concept
is applied in marketing that product.

Explain the 12 Ps of the Marketing Mix and discuss how at least six clements of the 12 Ps
are used by the HUL and Amazon to market its product.

2 Anélyse the major factors that influence consumer behaviour. Select any five products of

your choice and explain how these factors affect the consumers’ purchase decisions for
those products.

. What is market segmentation? Explain the different bases of market segmentation and

Select any TWO brands of your choice and illustrate how the company segments its
market.

PART - B (2 x 5= 10 Marks)

Answer any TWO of the following questions:

Dt

Assume that a company is planning to introduce a new product into the market. Discuss
how a marketer can apply the ideas of Marshall’s Economic Theory, Freud’s
Psychoanalytic Theory, and Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Theory while designing and
marketing the new product.

. Define the terms brand and branding. Explain how branding helps a company make its

product different from competitors in the market. Illustrate your answer by taking any
company of your choice as an example.

. Assume that you are conducting a marketing research study to understand consumer

preference for any one of your favourite products. Frame a questionnaire to study
consumer preferences towards that product.
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LAW OF CONTRACTS -1

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not to exceed 400 words:

1. A company manufactured a medicinal product called ‘Smoke Ball’, and published an
advertisement stating that whoever contracts influenza fever even after the usage of the
“Smoke Ball he/she will be paid damages. The company further stated that it has also
deposited s certain sum of money for this purpose in a Bank. One lady who purchased the
*Smoke Ball contracted influenza fever after the use of *Smoke Ball’ and claimed
damages from the company.

Which of the following statements best sums the legal position of the person whao

claimed the damages?

a) The advertisement is not an offer extended to the person whe has claimed damages.

b) The advertisement was meant for the ‘whole world at large’ and hence many
persons would make a claim.

c) Though the advertisement is one covering the public at large the person who
claimed damages must be deemed fo be the offeree and the company is liable to pay
damages.

d) The statements made in the advertisement are only intended to ‘puff off’ the
products in the market

2. M/s. Hart & Co., a dealer in selling used motor cycles, at 9.00 A.M emailed to Mr. Sunil
offering to sell a “Pulsar’ motorcycle for INR 80,000/-. Mr. Sunil received the mail and
shortly afterwards emailed his acceptance at 12.55 P.M. Mr. Sunil knows that the dealer
closes for lunch between 1.00 P.M and 2.00 P.M. After lunch the dealer did not check the
email account. At 2.30 P.M. the dealer received an offer to buy the same motor cycle at
INR 90,000/-, which the dealer accepted. At 4.00 P.M. Mr. Sunil phoned the dealer to
enquire about his acceptance and the dealer informed him that the motor cycle is no
longer available for sale.

Which of the following statements best sums up the legal position of Mr. Sunil?
a) A contract has been entered into between the parties at 9.00 A.M.
b) The dealer has revoked the contract with Sunil at 4.00 P.M,
c) Mr. Sunil’s acceptance would be deemed to have been communicated at 2.30.P. M.
d} By virtue of the postal rule, acceptance was communicated at 12.55 P.M. and hence
the contract is concluded at that time.
Page 1 of 2



3. A girl aged 17 years sets up a small business selling dance costumes and stage clothing.
As part of her venture a dealer started to supply the required materials. After effecting
supply for few months, the dealer discovered that the girl is only 17 years old and stopped
thereafter the supplies. This has left the girl not to have enough money to pay the dealer
who supplied dance costumes and to meet her other contracted expenses like paying a
dance master from whom she was also learning dance and that of her mobile service
provider.

Which of the following statements best describes the girl’s legal position in relation
to one or the other of the contracts she has entered?
a} The contract for the supply of dance costumes and stage clothing is not binding on

the girl as it was a trading contract.

b) The girl’s contract with the dance Master is not a contract for necessaries.

c) If the girl has no money to pay the dance Master she can terminate the contract
with that Master.

d) The girl can also terminate the contract with the mobile service provider.

e) The girl is bound to pay the dealer for all the materials supplied before the stoppage

of supply.
4. All 'Offers’ are statements while all statements are not™. Elucidate.

5. Section 3 of Indian Contract Act, (ICA),1872 dealing with *Communication’ speaks that
‘acts’ or ‘omissions’ form part of communication while Section 4 of ICA, 1872 describes
about completion of communication for formation of a valid contract. Explain this
statement with reference to postal mode of communication, both in English Law and
Indian Law.

6. The emergence of Standard Form of Contract has curtailed the basic feature of negotiation
in arriving at a contract. Though this emergence is attributable to exigencies it has
resulted in rigours being caused to the signor of the agreement. Expound this statement
and point out the canons evolved by the courts to mitigate the rigours caused by the
Standard Form of Contract.

7. It 1s obvious that the legal position of a ‘minor’ has been settled by the Apex Court in
Krishnaveni v. M. A Shagul Hameed, (2024) 2 SCC 285. However, a minor can still be
held liable for what are called *Necessaries’ supplied by a trader. State the circumstances
and the manner in which liability may be fastened on the minor for "necessaries’ supplied
to him under the Indian Contract Act, (ICA),1872.

8. A stranger to contract cannot sue both in English Law and Indian Law while a stranger to
consideration can sue in Indian Law and not in English Law. Enlighten this statement in
the light of the principles laid down.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. *A mix of facts and fiction does not make history. The immutable criteria to judge the
worth of any research work in history are: strict adherence to truth and honest
presentation of facts. Giving ideological thrust to the events of the past, revivalist
exercises and manufacturing ‘fact’ to give credence to some dubious theories, had been
the professional norms of several colonial scholars of yesteryears and so it is even today.”
Contextualise the statement by referring to the key features of the communal history
writing in India.

2. The Indian Ocean became the gateway to India and to power for many European
commercial companies from the 15™ century onwards. Do you agree with the statement?
Substantiate your answer with valid facts related to the Portuguese Company.

3. “The empires of Hitler and Musolini were state enterprises, totalitarian in every respect.
When they gambled all, the state lost all. The British Empire that survived their onslaught
was, however, in its inception, a private enterprise. The transformation of the British East
India Company from a trade association to a quasi-sovereign power is undeniably due to
the genius of Robert Clive.” Do you agree with the statement? Give reasons.

4. ~Like other European powers, the French realised that the exercise of political influence
was essential to the establishment of commercial monopoly. Nevertheless, Versailles had
no intention of carving out a vast territorial empire in India.” Evaluate the nature of the
French colonial enterprise in the Indian subcontinent.

5. According to Percival Spear, Warren Hastings provided a coherent shape to a state of
which Clive had only sketched an outline of the Company power in Bengal. Critically
evaluate the statement by referring to the different initiatives taken by Warren Hastings to
improve the political administration of the East India Company in Bengal.

6. According to Eric Stokes, colonial India became the laboratory where the English tested
their ideas and policies. Contextualise the statement by analysing the revenue policies of
the Company in India.
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7. Dr. Ranajit Guha, a Subaltern historian. accounts for nearly 110 tribal and peasant revolts

in the first century of British rule in India. Examine the causes and nature of tribal revolts
in colonial India.

8. According to Robert L. Hardgrave, the Malabar Rebellions were not simply the result of
communal tensions between Hindus and Muslims, as claimed by some historians, but

were deeply rooted in economic problems. Do you agree with the statement? Give
reasons.

Page 2 of 2



SO003-26

Name: [ ]

H T T T T ¥

Register No.: j | _i

TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI
Il Year - B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programme

Mid-Semester (Even -Semester) Examinations, March - 2026
SOCIOLOGY - III (Sociology of Law)

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following theoretical concepts with appropriate examples,
and each question earries five marks:

1. Classical Period and emergence of Human Sciences.
2. Discipline.

3. Power.

4. Discourse. Norm and Exercise.

5. Rationalization and Rationality.

6. Practical Rationality.

7. Three basic functions of Ideology.

8. Contradictions of [deology.
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - 11

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30

PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

L. “Judiciary has been functioning as a federal umpire in the Indian Constitutional
Framework.” Do you agree with the statement? Explain.

. Compare the application of the separation of powers doctrine in India and the United
States. Why is it said that India follows a *flexible’ separation of powers?

. Will the Judicial Review apply on President’s Pardoning Powers? If so, delineate the
specific grounds with judicial precedents.

. The language of Article 74(1) makes the advice of the Council of Ministers binding on the
President. Explain the circumstance in which the President can act independently without
the “aid and advise’ of the Council of Ministers.

. It is emphatically the province and duty of the judicial department to say what the law
is.”" Apply this maxim to the constitutional friction between fundamental rights and
Parliamentary Privileges considering the Indian Judicial precedents.

. Under Paragraph 2(1)(a) of the TENTH SCHEDULE, a member is disqualified if they
“voluntarily give up the membership™ of their political party. Explain.

. Differentiate the procedural and Constitutional nuances between a Financial Bill and a
Money Bill. Under what precise circumstances the Rajya Sabha’s role is being limited?
Justify.

. The power to promulgate Ordinances is meant for extraordinary circumstances. With the
help of established judicial precedents, critically evaluate how the successive re-
promulgation of Ordinances constitutes a subversion of the democratic legislative process
and considered, a “fraud on the Constitution.”

UMarbary v. Madivon, 5 US (1 Cranch) 137 (1803}.
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PROPERTY LAW

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Private property is widely regarded as the foundation of capitalist economic systems.
Classical liberal thinkers such as John Locke defended private property as a natural right
derived from labour and individual liberty. Explain the capitalist justification for private
property and market freedom.

2. Mr. Bumble gives a land to Ms. Tinkle, reserving to himself with Ms. Tinkle’s consent
the right to take back the land in case Ms. Tinkle and his descendants die before Mr.
Bumble. Ms. Tinkle died without descendants during Mr. Bumble’s lifetime. Can Mr.
Bumble take back the land? Elucidate with relevant sections under the Transfer of
Property Act and case law and or illustration.

3. Hotel Bamboo is transferred by Ms. Andrea to Ms. Paulina for life and the remainder to
the eldest son of Ms. Paulina on attaining 25 years of age. Ms. Paulina has no son on the
date of transfer. Examine the validity of the transfer with relevant sections under the
Transfer of Property Act and case law and or illustration.

4. Ms. Bidya sold her house to Mr. Benkat. The sale deed contains a condition that the buyer
should not sell the house except to his brother Mr. Banand. Decide the validity of the
condition in the sale deed with relevant sections under the Transfer of Property Act and
judicial decisions and or illustration.

5. Ms. Lilly transfers her house to Ms. Kamali for life, then to Ms. Malli if she martries Mr.
Rudra. Ms. Kamali dies and one year after the death of Ms. Kamali, Ms. Malli marries
Mr. Rudra. Discuss the right of Ms. Selvi with relevant sections under the Transfer of
Property Act and judicial decisions and or illustration.

6. Mr. Bhairava has a wife Ms. Paru and a son Mr. Vel. Mr. Vel in consideration of Rs.
50,00,000/- paid to him by Mr. Bhairava execuie a release deed of his right to share in the
inheritance to Mr. Bhairava’s property. Mr. Bhiarava dies and Mr. Vel claims his right of
share in the inheritance. Ms. Paru resists the claim and sets up the release deed signed by
Mr. Vel. Examine whether Ms. Paru can succeed, with relevant sections under the
Transfer of Property Act and judicial decisions and or illustration.
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7. “A person is said to have notice” of a fact when he actually knows that fact or when, but
for wilful abstention from an inquiry or search which he ought to have made or gross
negligence, he would have known it”. Is it a correct statement? Explain with relevant
sections under the Transfer of Property Act and judicial decisions and or illustration.

8. The concept of private property has traditionally been central to legal and political
systems. However, anarchist thinkers have offered a fundamental critique of property
ownership, arguing that concentrated control over land and resources produces hierarchy,
domination, and social inequality. Philosophers such as Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, who
famously declared “property is theft”. Explain the core ideas of anarchism regarding
property, authority, and ownership.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. What is the primary objective of the Philosophy of Law?

2. How did St. Thomas Aquinas contribute to the Natural Law tradition?

3. What is Fuller's revival of Natural Law? How does it differ from the classical approach?
4. What is the core thesis of Legal Positivism? How did Bentham and Austin articulate it?
5. Explain H.L.A. Hart's concept of primary and secondary rules.

6. How did the Stoics contribute to the development of Natural Law theory?

7. What is Hans Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law? What does he mean by the Grundnorm?

8. How does the Historical School's understanding of law contrast with that of Natural Law
theorists?
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5= 30 Marks)

Instructions:

e Read all the questions carefully and address all the issues raised.

e  Wherever required, cite relevant judicial decisions, statutes, and authoritative sources to
substantiate the answers.

o For each response, clearly indicate the appropriate question number before the answer.

s Write the answer in a clear, coherent, and cogent way.

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. “The Supreme Court reaffirmed that no home can be destroyed without notice, hearing,
and legal process. Yet across various states, the past year (2025) has shown how that
standard is often treated as optional”, stated in an article on *A Year on the Ground:
Patterns of Demolition Post the Gavai-Viswanathan verdict’.

In light of the quote, critically analyse the concept of the Rule of Law and evaluate its role
in ensuring accountability, protecting fundamental rights, and limiting arbitrary state
power in a constitutional democracy.

2. A municipal authority in a French city cancels a public contract. It imposes a penalty on a
private contractor without prior notice or an opportunity to be heard, citing urgent public
interest. Applying the principles of ‘Droit administratif’, examine whether the authority’s
action is lawful, identify which court is suitable for seeking remedies available to the
conftractor, and evaluate the role of administrative courts (including the appellate forum)
in ensuring fairness and legality.

3. Analyse the Hamdard Dawakhana (Wakf) Lal v. Union of India and Others, AIR 1960
SC 554 case.

4. A state-owned public works department undertakes the construction of a dam through its
engineers and contraciors. Due to negligent design and the department's lack of safety
inspections, a portion of the dam collapses during the monsoon, causing flooding that
destroys nearby agricultural lands and homes. The affected residents filed a suit seeking
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compensation from the State Government. As a counsel, defend the affected party and
elucidate whether the State can be held liable for the negligence of its officials, and
explain the immunity inherently available.

. Parliament enacts the ‘Digital Services Facilitation Act, 2026°, authorising the Central
Government to make rules for ‘Regulating Digital Platforms and Prescribing Service
Standards’. Relying on this power, the Central Government issues a rule imposing a 5%
‘Digital Service Levy’ on all online transactions and authorises designated officers to
collect it.

Several companies challenged the rule before the court.

As a legal counsel for ‘Digi MaRk’ company, analyse whether the delegated legislation
imposing a tax is valid in the absence of explicit authority in the parent Act, and examine
the limits of delegated legislative power.

. Parliament enacts the Public Safety and Emergency Response Act, 2026. In contrast, one
provision authorises the Central Government to ‘modify, amend, or repeal any provision
of this Act or any other law in force, if it considers such modification necessary to
effectively implement the purposes of this Act,” by issuing a notification in the Official
Gazette.

Relying on this clause, the Government issues a notification amending key provisions of
the parent Act and also altering certain safeguards contained in another existing statute,
without placing the notification before Parliament for prior approval.

An affected civil liberties organisation challenges the validity of the notification. Assess
the validity of the delegated legislation.

. Examine on 2 of the circumstances under which a court can declare substantive ultravires
in delegated legislation.

. “Acknowledging the in-built centralising drifi in a Westminster parliamentary system
where the separation between the two organs is already blurred, the focus on the
counterbalancing rules and principles within the system to minimise, if not neutralise,
executive dominance. But unfortunately, owing fo the constitutional design (explicit
articulations and silences) and judicial decisions, the ‘centralising drift’ continues
unabated”, states Gautam Bhatia while dealing with the separation of powers between the
legislature and the executive. Comment.

Page 2 of 2



PO001-26

Name: [ ]

Register No.: | | ( 1 | | | ' | \

TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI
IT Year - B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programme
Mid-Semester (Even -Semester) Examinations, March - 2026
POLITICAL SCIENCE (Political Theory and Organisations)

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Define Political Science and explain the Nature of Political Science.

2. Compare and Contrast the ideas of Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and J.J. Rousseau on
State of Nature, and on Sovereignty.

3. “The State is a growth, an evolution, the result of a gradual process™- Explain.
4. Explain Austin’s Theory of Sovereignty and arguments advanced against it.
5. Explain the various kinds of Laws and Sources of Laws.

6. “Liberty is an invaluable asset to the individual and has to be defended at all times™-
explain the importance of liberty and the ways by which liberty can be defended.

7. Explain prominent Civil and Political Rights of a citizen in a democratic State.

8. Write about the development of Socialism and explain important features of Socialism.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions:

1. The following data relate to the manufacture of a product during the month of April.

Raw materials consumed Rs.80.000/-
Direct Wages Rs.48,000/-

Machine hours worked Rs.8,000/-

Machine hour rate Rs.4/-

Office overhead 10% on works cost
Selling overhead Rs.1.50 per unit

Units produced Rs.4,000/-

Units sold 3,600 at Rs.50 each

Prepare a cost sheet and show

1. Cost per unit 2. Profit for the period.

2. A supplier quotes for material M as follows:

Lot price 200 Kg @ Rs. 5 per Kg.

500 Kg @ Rs.3.5 per Kg.

800 Kg @ Rs.2.5 per Kg.
He allows a trade discount of 25% and a cash discount of 3% if payment is made within
15 days. One container is required for every 100 Kgs of the materials and the containers
are charged at Rs.15 each but credited at Rs.10 on return. The buyer decides to buy
800 Kgs. Transport charges amounting 1o Rs.200 are charged by the supplier.
Calculate the purchase price of 800 Kgs.

3. From the following information, calculate.

1. Maximum stock level 2. Minimum stock level 3. Re-order level

Minimum consumption 240 units per day
Normal consumption 300 units per day
Maximum consumption 420 units per day
Re-order quantity 3,600 units
Re-order period 10 to 15 days
Normal order period 12 days

Page 1 of 2



4. Cost of material is Rs.30 p.u. Total annual needs are 800 units. Annual return on
investments is 10%, Rent, [nsurance and taxes per unit, per annum Re.1, cost of placing
an order is Rs.100. Calculate the Economic Order Quantity.

5. From the following particulars, prepare stores ledger adjustment account under FIFO

Method.
March 2
4

6

10

16

18

24

25

Purchased 200 units @ Rs. 200 per unit.
Issued 150 Units.

Purchased 200 Units @ Rs.220 per unit.
Issued 100 units.

Purchased 200 units /@ Rs.210.

Issued 220 units.

Purchased 150 units ‘@ Rs.230

Issued 190 units.

6. The accounts of a machine manufacturing company disclose the following information for
six months ending 31* December 1982.

Materials used 1,50,000
Direct Wages 1,20,000
Factory overheads 30,000
Administrative overheads 15,000

Prepare cost sheet for the half year and calculate the price which the company should
quote for the manufacture of a machine requiring materials valued at Rs.1,250 and
expenditure in productive wages Rs.750, so that the price might yield a profit of 20% on
the selling price.

7. Distinguish between Financial Accounting and Cost Accounting.

8. Explain the various inventory control techniques.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 = 30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

I. In Law and Economics, efficiency plays a central role in evaluating legal rules.
Explain the meaning and economic significance of productive efficiency and allocative
efficiency. How do legal rules and market structures influence productive and allocative
efficiency in an economy? Illustrate your answer with appropriate examples.

2. The concept of Pareto Efficiency is a central benchmark in Law and Economics for
evaluating legal rules. Explain the meaning of the pareto Criterion and its relevance in
legal and economic analysis. Using an appropriate graph illustrate how efficiency in
production can be achieved?

3. Explain the concept of Coasean bargaining with the help of a graphical illustration,
How does bargaining between parties lead to an efficient allocation of resources?
Also comment upon the role of transactional costs in determining the feasibility of private
bargaining solutions.

4. Explain the concept of Kaldor — Hicks efficiency in the context of law and economics.
Using an appropriate graph, illustrate how a policy may be considered efficient even
when some individuals are made worse off?

5. Explain the concept of Solomon’s Knot and the Double Trust Dilemma. How does it help
in understanding issues of trust, commitment, and strategic interaction in legal and
economic relationships?

6. Using the strategic interaction model of the prisoner’s Dilemma, explain why clearly
defined and enforceable property rights are necessary in society. How does property law
help individuals escape inefficient equilibrium outcomes? Support your answer with
suitable examples.

7. Evaluate the benefits and costs associated with property entitlements. Support your
answer with examples from land ownership to Intellectual property.
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8. Explain how traditional conflicts in the use of physical resources are comparable to
dispute involving intellectual Property Rights. How do legal systems attempt to resolve
these conflicts while balancing incentives for innovation and access to knowledge.
Illustrate with the help of suitable case laws.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words in each:

1. Analyse the legal framework governing the division of powers between the Board of
Directors and the members in a general meeting of a company and evaluate whether
members can intervene in the decisions of the Board of Directors with the help of relevant
judicial decisions.

2. Critically examine the legal position of Directors in a company by analysing the
multifaceted roles they perform and the juridical nature of their relationship with the
company under Indian Corporate L.aws.

3. Enumerate the qualifications and disqualifications for the appointment of directors in a
company incorporated under the Indian laws and assess their significance in ensuring
effective corporate governance.

4. Explain the statutory provisions under the Indian Companies Act 2013, that require the
appointment of Directors retireable by rotation with special emphasis on the proportion of
such directors to be mandatorily appointed and their retirement procedure.

5. With reference io the eligibility criteria prescribed for the appointment of Independent
Directors under the Companies Act 2013, critically examine whether the existing
requirements are adequate to ensure transparency and accountability in corporate
governance.

6. State the minimum and maximum number of Directors required in a company
incorporated in India and explain the restrictions on the number of Directorships that an
individual may simultaneously hold under the Companies Act, 2013,

7. Examine the differentiated nature of Directors’ liabilities towards the company,
shareholders and third parties and analyse the regulatory rationale underlying such
distinctions under the Companies Act, 2013.
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8. “Shareholder democracy is not merely the right to vote, but the right to participate in a

process that is procedurally shielded from the unilateral whims of the Board of
Directors.”

Argue, in the light of the above statement, how Indian corporate law ensures that
shareholders can exercise control over the company
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (1 x 10 = 10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions:

M/s Titan Auto Systems Pvt. Ltd., an automobile assembly unit located in Hosur, Tamil
Nadu, employs about 620 workers and operates in three shifts. The establishment
manufactures automobile engine components and is governed by the provisions of the Code
on Wages, 2019 and the Code on Social Security, 2020. The Appropriate Government has
notified the minimum wage for skilled workers in the automobile manufacturing sector as
321,000 per month. For the purpose of calculating bonus under the relevant statutory
provisions, the wage ceiling notified by the Appropriate Government is 215,000 per month,
Mr. Arjun, aged 36 years, is employed as a Senior Assembly Technician in the engine
assembly division of the establishment. His work primarily involves assembling engine
blocks and conducting final inspections before dispatch. He has been in continuous service
with the company for 6 years since 01.01.2017. Arjun usually works on the evening shift
from 2:00 PM to 10:00 PM, although due to increased production targets and year-end
dispatch requirements, workers in his department are frequently required to work overtime.
The establishment also provides transport for employees working late shifts via company-
operated buses that depart from the factory gate at scheduled times after the shifts conclude.
Mr. Arjun receives the following components as part of his monthly remuneration: Basic Pay
16,500, Dearness Allowance 34,800, House Rent Allowance 39,000, Performance
Incentive 33,200, Attendance Bonus 22,000, Night Shift Allowance 1,500, and Overtime
Wages 32,200 and interest on Provident Funds contribute 22,556 per month as mentioned in
the payslip issued to Arjun. He is also entitled to benefits in kind; the cash value amounts to
1500.

After he received the wages for March, he noticed that there were a few deductions in it, and
upon inquiry, the employer provided the following details of deductions:

Deduction Amount ()
Employee’s Provident Fund Contribution 2,664
Employers ESI Contribution 950
Fine for late attendance 1,500
Recovery towards alleged damage to machine components 4,500
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Canteen charges 1,200

Transport facility charges 900
Recovery of festival advance 3,000
Contribution towards the staff welfare fund 600

Mr. Arjun objected to several of these deductions. A notice of fine was given to Mr. Arjun,
and he had responded to the notice requesting to waive this for once; however, the employer
rejected the request, citing the Standing Orders of the Establishment. He argued that the
alteged damage to machine components occurred during a shift when he was not directly
supervising the particular machine. Similarly, he argued that the deduction for transport
facilities was improper because he used public transportation instead of the company van.
On 18 March 2025, Arjun completed his regular shift at 10:00 PM but was instructed by his
supervisor to remain for an additional two hours in order to complete an urgent dispatch
order placed by a major automobile manufacturer. After completing the overtime work, he
finished his duties at approximately 11:50 PM and exited the factory premises. The company
transport facility for employees working extended shifts was scheduled to depart at 12:30
AM from a designated bus stop located just outside the main factory gate, approximately 500
metres from the security checkpoint. While waiting at this designated spot for the company
bus, Mr. Arjun was struck by a speeding delivery truck belonging to another company
operating in the same industrial complex. The accident caused Loss of the terminal phalanx
of the thumb, which resulted in 20% of [oss of earning capacity, Loss of all toes of both feet
distal to the proximal inter-phalangeal joint, amounting to 20% loss in earning capacity and
Loss of vision in one eye, without complications, with 30% loss of earning capacity.

The employer disputes liability for the incident, contending that the accident occurred
outside the factory premises and therefore cannot be said to have occurred in the course of
employment. The management further argues that Mr. Arjun had already signed the
attendance register and exited the premises, thereby bringing the employment relationship
for that day to an end. Additionally, the employer asserts that the accident was caused by a
third-party vehicle and thus cannot be attributed to any employment-related risk.
Approximately one week before the accident, Mr. Arjun had been involved in a heated
altercation with his supervisor regarding overtime allocation and work schedules. Following
this incident, the employer issued him a charge sheet alleging misconduct and
insubordination, and a disciplinary enquiry was initiated. However, the enquiry had not been
concluded at the time the accident occurred.

For the accounting year 2024-25, the financial records of the establishment revealed an
allocable surplus of ¥9,00,000. The total amount required to pay the statutory minimum
bonus of 8.33% to all eligible employees was ¥6,20,000, while the amount required to pay
the maximum bonus of 20% was T14,80,000. In addition, the establishment had a set-on
amount of 1,20,000 carried forward from the previous accounting year. Despite this
financial position, the employer announced that only the statutory minimum bonus would be
paid due to operational uncertainties and further stated that employees involved in
disciplinary proceedings may not be considered eligible for bonus payments. As a result,
Arjun did not receive the bonus for the accounting year 2024-25.
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After undergoing medical treatment for several months, Mr. Arjun submitted his resignation
on 01.08.2025, citing medical incapacity resuiting from the accident and subsequently
claimed gratuity, bonus for the accounting year 2024-25, and compensation for the injury
sustained. The employer rejected these claims on multiple grounds, asserting that the
accident did not arise out of or in the course of employment, that gratuity could be forfeited
due to pending misconduct proceedings, and that bonus payments were at the employer’s
discretion based on profits and internal policies.

In light of the above facts, answer ANY ONE SET of the following-

SET A
1. Calculate Mr. Arjun’s wages under the statutory definition and examine whether the
minimum wage requirements are satisfied. (3 Marks)

2. Analyse whether the employer can legally forfeit gratuity when the disciplinary
enquiry was not concluded and calculate the gratuity payable to Mr. Arjun. (3 Marks)

3. Determine whether Mr. Arjun is entitled to employment injury compensation and the
quantum of compensation under the relevant provisions of the law, (4 Marks)

OR
SET B

1. Calculate Mr. Arjun’s wages under the statutory definition and examine whether the
minimum wage requirements are satisfied. (3 Marks)

2. Analyse the legality of various deductions made from Arjun’s wages under the Code
on Wages. (3 Marks)

3. Determine the claim of the employer on payment of only minimum bonus and
calculate the bonus payable to Arjun for the accounting year 2024-25, considering the
allocable surplus and set-on provisions. (4 Marks)

PART - B (4 x5 = 20 Marks)

Answer any FOUR of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

4. Differentiate between types of wages and elucidate the different methods of fixing of
wages under the Code on Wages.

5. Mr. Wan joined a well-known factory on 01.01.2004, starting as a junior sales associate
for a wage of T 8,000. Over the years, he gradually worked his way up. Throughout his
service, he regularly contributed to the Employees' Provident Funds Scheme, with
contributions based on his basic wages and dearness allowance. In 2025, at the age of 56,
Mr. Wan decided to retire, as he had planned for other ventures outside the factory. He
retired on 30.07.2025. His last drawn monthly salary at the time of retirement was
T 40,000, calculated as the average of his last 60 months' wages.

Based on the above facts, calculate the monthly pension entitled to receive.

6. Explain the process of claiming gratuity and receiving the employee’s compensation
under the Code on Social Security by the dependents.
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7. Explain the concept of Equal Pay for Equal Work under the Indian Legal System with
relevant provisions and case laws.

8. What are the eligibility criteria and different rates of contributions to be made under
Chapter III of the Code on Social Security, 20207 Explain the benefits under the
Employees’ Provident Funds Scheme.
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THE SIXTH SCHEDULE
[See sections 75, 76(/[) and 152( /)]
FACTORS FOR WORKING OUT LUMP SUM EQUIVALENT OF COMPENSATION
AMOUNT IN CASE OF PERMANENT DISABLEMENT AND DEATH

Completed years of age on the last birthday of the Factors
employee immediately preceding the date on which
the compensation fell due

(H (2) (3)

Not more than 16 228.54
17 227.49
18 226.38
19 225.22
20 224.00
21 222.71
22 221.37
23 21995
24 218.47
25 21691
26 215.28
27 213.57
28 211.79
29 209.92
30 207.98
31 205,95
32 203.85
33 201.66
34 199.40
35 197.06
16 194.64
37 [92.14
38 189.56
39 186.90
40 184.17
41 181,37
42 178.49
43 175.54
44 172.52
45 169.44
46 166.29
47 163.07
48 159.80
49 156.47
50 153.09
51 149.67
52 146.20
53 142,68
54 139.13
55 135.56
56 131.95
57 128.33
58 124.70
59 121.05
a0 117.41
61 113.77
62 110.14
63 106.52
64 102.93
65 or more 99 37
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x S =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:
Answers to Question Nos. 1 and 2 should be on the basis IRAD/IRAS formulae.

1. Mr. Sivam sues Mr. Gopal for possession of property as an owner basing his claim on
title. The suit is dismissed. Subsequently, Mr. Sivam files another suit against Mr. Gopal
for possession of the same property as morlgagor. Is not another suit barred by
Res Judicata? Decide.

2. Mr. Babu, Mr. Gopu and Mr. Sonu are residents of Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata
respectively. These three persons being at Keralam, Mr. Gopu and Mr. Sonu make a joint
Promissory Note payable on demand and deliver the same to Mr. Babu.
Mr. Babu approaches you to file a suit against Mr. Gopu and Mr. Sonu for the recovery of
the amount due on the Promissory Note. Advise Mr. Babu regarding the Court in which
the suit could be filed.

3. Redressal of a civil wrong has to be made by a civil court and for this purpose procedural
sieps have been evolved. Explain this statement in the coniext of pursuing steps from the
time of presentation of a Plaint till a Judgment and Decree obtained from a court of law.

4. The semantics of the term "Decree’ as contained in Section 2 (2) of The Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 is pithy enough to point out the culmination of a dispute in the Court of
Fist instance. Elucidate this statement and also point out the inclusivity set out in this
Section.

5. A Judge of a Civil Court while pronouncing a judgment is expected to adhere to the rules
laid down in Order XX of The Code of Civil Procedure 1908. In this regard bring out the
procedural importance of Rules | to 8 contained in that Order.

6. Order I of The Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 while regulating the institution of suits in
terms of parties, provides also for addition substitution and striking out of parties.
Examine this statement by highlighting the necessities to make such addition and
substitution including the power of the court to strike out or add parties.
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7. Sections 15 to 20 of The Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 regulate the forum for institution
of suits. Against the backdrop of this statement bring out the schemes contemplated in
these sections.

8. Write short notes on:

a) Mesne Profits.
b) Application of Res Judicata to criminal proceedings.
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LAW OF CRIEMS —II (BNSS) (Criminal Procedure Code)

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Ms. Minshee, a 27-year-old woman residing in District Amrej, sends an email to the
Station House Ofticer (SHO) of Police Station Raigu in District Bhagul alleging that she
was sexually assaulted during a business trip in District Caliru. The alleged offence falls
under Section 64 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. Ms. Minshee also informs the
officer that she suffers from a permanent hearing impairment. The SHO of Police Station
Raigu replies that since the offence was committed outside his territorial jurisdiction,
Ms. Minshee must approach the police station within whose limits the offence occurred.
No eniry is made in the station diary.

Afier two days, Ms. Minshee personally visits Police Station Raigu and narrates the
incident orally to a male police officer on duty. He asks her to leave without obtaining her
signature and informs her that the FIR will be registered afier internal verification.

Seven days later, the SHO conducts a “preliminary enquiry” and informs Ms. Minshee
that no prima facie case exists. The enquiry extends for 16 days. No statement is recorded
before a Magistrate. Aggrieved by the refusal to register the FIR, Ms. Minshee sends a
written complaint by post to the Superintendent of Police. The Superintendent of Police
takes no action on the complaint and advises her to approach the Magistrate directly.
Critically examine all the procedural irregularities committed by the police authorities in
the above said facts.

2. Mr. Gurajish, aged 66 years, is a retired government employee. A complaint is lodged
against him alleging commission of a cognizable offence punishable with imprisonment
up to five years. The complaint states that Mr. Gurajish misappropriated certain funds in a
private housing association. Without conducting any preliminary verification, the Station
House Officer (SHO) immediately arrests Mr. Gurajish from his residence at 10:40 p.m.
without issuing any prior notice of appearance. The SHO neither records reasons for
arrest nor explains why such arrest was necessary for investigation. No written record is
made regarding the necessity of arrest.

Mr. Gurajish is cooperative and produces all requested documents when asked verbally by
the police earlier that day. Despite this, he is arrested without obtaining prior permission
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from any superior officer. When questioned later, the SHO states that arrest is “routine
procedure” in financial offences.

Examine and critically evaluate the procedural lapses arising in the above factual
scenario.

. Mr. Argosh is arrested on 2nd March 2025 for an offence punishable with imprisonment
up to ten years. He is produced before the Judicial Magistrate within 24 hours on 3rd
March 2025 and is remanded to police custody for 10 days, i.e., until 13th March 2025.
Thereafter, he is remanded to judicial custody.

On 17th March 2025, the Investigating Officer files an application seeking further
detention. The Magistrate authorises continued detention but does not record any
satisfaction regarding the existence of adequate grounds for such extension.

On 2™ June 2025, Mr. Argosh who was in judicial custody files an application seeking
statutory bail on the ground that the prescribed period has expired and no charge sheet has
been filed.

The prosecution opposes the application, contending that the charge sheet is almost ready
and will be filed within a week. Accepting this submission, the Magistrate adjourns the
bail application to 10th June 2025 without passing any order on the same.

Identify the instances of non-compliance with procedural safeguards and evaluate their
legal implications.

. Inspector Mr. Arju, the officer in charge of Police Station Kaluri, receives confidential
information that Mr. Raghav, a local businessman, is storing forged property documents
and counterfeit seals in his house, which may be connected to an ongoing investigation
into offences of cheating and forgery. Believing that these items are crucial evidence,
Inspector Mr. Arju decides to conduct a search of Mr. Raghav’s residence.
Without recording the grounds of his belief in the case diary, Inspector Mr. Arju verbally
instructs Sub-Inspector Mr. Dev to immediately search the premises as he himself is busy
attending a political event in another district. No written order specifying the place to be
searched or the items to be seized is given to Sub-Inspector Mr. Dev. Sub-Inspector
Mr. Dev, accompanied by two constables, reaches Mr. Raghav’s house late at night and
conducts the search. During the search, several documents and electronic devices are
seized. Mr. Dev also searches a nearby warehouse belonging to Mr. Raghav located
outside the territorial limits of Police Station K without obtaining any further
authorization.

After completing the search, Mr. Dev prepares a brief seizure list but does not record the
reasons for the search in writing. Inspector Mr. Arju later signs the report two days after
the search, sent to the nearest Magistrate. When Mr. Raghav approaches the Magistrate
requesting a copy of the search record, he is informed that no such record has been
submitted by the police.
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Examine and explain the violations of the prescribed procedure committed by the police
officers in the above scenario with reference to the relevant provisions governing search
by police officers during investigation.

. A complaint case for criminal defamation is filed before the Judicial Magistrate at City
Aanar against Mr. Devansh, who resides in City Boluri, situated in another State.
The Magistrate takes cognizance and issues summons to Mr. Devansh. The court staff
sends the summons by ordinary post to Mr. Devansh’s office address in City Boluri. The
envelope is received by Mr. Devansh’s office assistant, who signs the acknowledgment.

Mr. Devansh does not appear on the date fixed for hearing, later contending that he never
personally received the summons. Treating the service as valid, the Magistrate issues a
bailable warrant against him. Subsequently, the court attempts a second service through a
private courier agency without routing the process through the appropriate Magistrate or
police authority in City Boluri. The courier tracking report shows “delivered,” but no
signed acknowledgment of Mr. Devansh is placed on record. On continued non-
appearance, the Magisirate issues a non-bailable warrant.

Examine the legality of the mode of service adopted by the court and the validity of the
warrants issued.

. Mr. Zavryan is arrested without warrant for an offence punishable with imprisonment for
life under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. He is produced before a Judicial
Magistrate. The case diary indicates prima facie material suggesting his involvement in
the offence.

During the bail hearing, it is revealed that Mr. Zavryan had previously been convicted of a
cognizable offence punishable with imprisonment for eight years and had also been
convicted on two earlier occasions for offences punishable with imprisonment of more
than three years but less than seven years.

Mr. Zavryan applies for bail before the Magistrate. The Public Prosecutor is not given an
opportunity to be heard. The Magistrate grants bail without recording any reasons in
writing, stating orally that “bail is a matter of discretion.”

Subsequently, the case proceeds to trial before the Magistrate in respect of a connected
non-bailable offence triable by him. The first date for taking evidence is fixed on
1 June 2025. However, due to repeated adjournments, the trial cohcluded on
22™ January 2026. Mr. Zavryan remains in custody during the entire period and he applies
for bail. The Magistrate rejects the application without recording any reasons in writing,
observing that the allegations are serious and the matter requires further consideration.

In the light of above facts discuss the legality of the procedure followed for bail under
BNSS ,2023.
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7. Anticipatory bail has been described as a procedural safeguard to protect individual
liberty against arbitrary arrest, while critics argue that it may impede effective
investigation and embolden accused persons to evade custodial interrogation.

Critically analyse the scope, object, and limitations of anticipatory bail and examine the
conditions that may be imposed while granting such relief.

8. Compare and contrast the inquisitorial and accusatorial systems of criminal justice. How
do they differ in terms of the roles of the judge, prosecutor, and accused, and what are the
advantages and disadvantages of each system?
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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (2 x 12 = 24 Marks)

Answer any TWO of the following questions:

1. A company is considering two mutually exclusive projects, Project A and Project B. Each
project requires an initial investment of Rs. 1,00,000/- and has a life of 5 years. There is
no salvage value at the end of the project life. The expected annual cash inflows are given
before tax. The corporate tax rate is 30%. Assume that tax is paid in the same year in
which the income is earned. The firm’s cost of capital is 12%.

Year Project A (Rs.) Project B (Rs.)
1 40,000 25,000
2 40,000 35,000
3 40,000 45,000
4 40,000 55,000
8 40,000 65,000

Since the projects are mutually exclusive, recommend which project the firm should
accept, under Payback period, Net Present Value and Internal rate of return method and
glve reasons.

2. A transport company is operating an old bus for road transport. The management is
evaluating whether to renovate the existing bus or replace it with a new bus.

If the company renovates the old bus, an immediate renovation cost of Rs.2,50,000/- will
be required. In addition, major maintenance costing Rs.60,000/- will be required at the
end of the 3rd year. After renovation, the boat can be used for 6 more years. The annual
operating expenses will be Rs.1,20,000/-. At the end of 6 years, the boat will have no
salvage value.

Alternatively, the company can purchase a new bus for Rs.5,00,000/-, which will have a
useful life of 6 years. The new bus is expected to generate additional annual cash inflows
before tax of Rs.2,40,000/- due to higher passenger capacity and better efficiency. At the
end of its life, the bus will have a salvage value will be zero.

If the company purchases the new bus, the existing bus can be sold immediately for

Rs.70,000/-.
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The corporate tax rate is 40%, and depreciation is to be charged using the straight-line
method for the new bus. The company’s cost of capital is 12%.

Calculate the Net Present Value of both alternatives and advise the company whether it
should renovate the old bus or purchase the new bus and show all necessary calculations
and assumptions.

3. An investor wants to evaluate the performance of two investment portfolios — Portfolio A
and Portfolio B under Sharpe ratio, Treynor ratio and Alpha return. The daily returns of
portfolios and market for 12 days are given below.

Day Market Return (%) Por:'i]';:l)lo s Porz‘i;:l)lo B
1 0.6 0.8 0.5
2 0.4 0.5 0.3
3 0.7 0.9 0.6
4 -0.2 -0.1 -0.3
5 0.5 0.7 0.4
6 0.3 0.4 0.2
7 0.8 1 0.7
8 -0.1 0 -0.2
9 0.6 0.8 0.5
10 0.4 0.6 0.3
11 0.5 0.7 04
12 0.3 0.4 0.2

Comment his decision under above said tools.

PART - B (1 x 6 = 6 Marks)
Answer any ONE of the following questions:

4. A manufacturing company is planning to expand its production capacity. The finance
manager must decide how much money should be invested in new machinery, where the
funds should be raised from, and how the profits should be distributed between
shareholders and business reinvestment. Identify and explain the financial management
functions involved in these decisions.

5. A company has earned large profits this year. The management is considering declaring
very high dividends to satisfy shareholders immediately, even though the company
may need funds for future expansion. Explain the financial management objectives
involved in this situation and discuss the implications of each.
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IIT Year - B.A. LL.B. (Hons.) and B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.) Degree Programmes

Mid-Semester (Even Semester) Examinations, March - 2026
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Instructions:

e Read all the questions carefully and address all the issues raised.

e Wherever required, cite relevant judicial decisions, statutes, and authoritative sources to
substantiate the answers.

e For each response, clearly indicate the appropriate question number before the answer.

¢  Write the answer in a clear, coherent, and cogent way.

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Define environment and critically evaluate the role of Social Action Litigation in the
Indian environmental jurisprudence by analysing how judicial activism functions both as
a “shield’ for protecting fundamental rights and a ‘sword’ for enforcing social justice.
Construct your own reasoned framework to assess its constitutional legitimacy and
relaxation of “locus standi’ towards the protection and conservation of the environment
through the judicial decisions.

2. “Mexico possesses globally significant karst landscapes stretching from the south to the
northeast, now gaining international recognition following UNESCO's declaration of 13
September as the International Day of Caves and Karst. Formed by the dissolution of
limestone and gypsum, these terrains feature caves, sinkholes, underground rivers and
rock towers. They support rich biodiversity, provide drinking water, preserve climate and
cultural records, and hold spiritual value for indigenous communities. As tourism and
development expand, participatory and sustainable management policies are essential to
conserve these fragile systems while promoting responsible socio-economic growth...”

(Notes: Karst areas are landscapes formed by the dissolution of soluble rocks, such as
limestone and dolomite, and are characterised by caves, sinkholes, underground rivers,
and rugged rocky terrain.)

After analysing the passage, formulate and defend an original conceptual model of
Sustainable Development grounded in the World Conservation Strategy and other
international documents, and examine how it addresses the needs of present populations
while balancing intergenerational equity for fuiure generations.
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. How effective is the role of the United Nations in managing global resource conservation,
through a critical appraisal of existing frameworks?

. Critically appraise the need for codification of environmental law in India with specific
reference to the recommendations of the N.D. Tiwari Committee, and determine whether
a comprehensive environmental code would strengthen environmental governance and
regulatory coherence.

. Trace the effectiveness of international biosafety and hazardous substances regimes in
regulating transboundary risks, with particular reference to the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety and the Basel Convention, and propose institutional reforms to prevent climate
change.

. Write an analysis on the effectiveness of Gabéikovo Gabéikovo-Nagymaros case for the
conservation of resources between present and future generations.

. Evaluate the effectiveness of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for the
realisation of the objectives of the Magna Carta for Human Environment, 1972.

. ‘Environmentalism in India has been shaped by diverse social struggles, local knowledge,
and democratic participation.’- Ramachandra Guha. In light of this observation, critically
examine the evolution and strands of environmentalism and assess their influence on
contemporary environmental changes.
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INTERPRETATION OF STATUTES

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30

PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Instructions:

a. Write legibly. Fill up the answer book with relevant and cogent answers.

b. All the questions should be answered by quoting relevant judicial precedents and/or
illustrations.

¢. The questions may be preferably answered in the fsswes-Research-nalysis-Conclusion (IR-1C)
method by quoting relevant legal provisions, precedents and examples.

d. You are strictly directed to follow the Question Number as given in the Question Paper.

e. Bare Acts are not allowed; Electronic gadgets are prohibited.

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Mr. ‘ABC", a librarian in a college was charged under Section 294 of the Bharatiya Nyayva
Sanhita (BNS), 2023 which corresponds to Section 292 of the erstwhile Indian Penal
Code (IPC), 18060 for stocking a book which was perceived to be obscene in nature. The
relevant statutory provision reads as follows:

“Section 294 BNS — Sale, etc., of obscene books, etc.

Whoever sells, lets fo hire, distributes, publicly exhibits or in any manner puts into
circulation, or for purposes of sale, hire, distribution, public exhibition or circulation,
makes, produces or has in his possession any obscene book, pamphlet, paper, drawing,
painting, representation or figure or any other obscene object whatsoever in whatever

Manner;

Shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term,
which may extend to two years, and with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees,
and, in the event of a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to five years, and also with fine which may
extend to ten thousand rupees.”

Mr. “ABC’ objects to the charge on the ground that the book was purchased in 2016 by the
college, much before he took charge as librarian, and that he had no knowledge of the
existence of the book in the library. In any event, he claims that many readers of the book
did not consider it to be obscene. Decide the case by explaining what is a “penal statute’?
Further, analyse whether the Court should adopt a “strict or liberal construction’ in the

present case.
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2. Explain with relevant examples the importance of ‘stare decisis’ doctrine in a common
law country like India by distinguishing the terms *obiter dictum’ and ‘ratio decidendi’.

3. Some statutory provisions often become difficult and unclear to interpret due to certain
recurring ‘diseases/defects’ in its legislative language and drafting style. Assume that the
Indian Parliament is creating a new law on Artificial Intelligence (41). Choose any two (2)
diseases of legislative drafting of your choice and advise what steps should the lawmakers
take to avoid such defects while drafting laws on Al

4. Explain the ‘golden rule’ of interpretation with the help of relevant judicial decisions.
How does the golden rule differ from the *literal rule’ of interpretation?

5. “A pedantic difference is sometimes drawn between ‘Interpretation’ and ‘Construction’
of a Statute; but for practical purposes, from the view point of a Court of Law, they can
be taken to be the same and as synonymous terms.” In light of the above statement,

5.1 Define the terms “/nterpretation’ and *Construction’ and

5.2 Analyse the applicability and relevancy of this distinction in Indian statutory
interpretation practices.

6. Explain the origin and philosophical foundations of the ‘samawjasya principle’ in
Mimansa jurisprudence. Critically examine with examples, whether this principle is
conceptually identical to the doctrine of *harmonious construction’.

7. A faculty working in a ‘Deemed to be University’ filed a Writ Petition (WP) against the
employer university before the Madras High Court (MHC) for unfair termination of
services. The said university argues that the WP was not maintainable, as they are not a
*State’ under Article 12 of the Constitution of India, 1950. Apply the twin principles of
‘ejusdem generis’ and “noscitur a sociis’ to elucidate whether a Deemed University can
be considered as a “State’ under the Indian Constitution.

8. “If Judges were at liberty to decide what the law is according to their notions, then the
greatest confusion and uncertainty would necessarily be caused. Hence, Judges should
remember that while they can obviously ‘make’ law, it is only the Legislature that can
‘create’ it. ” Comment.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Should India reconsider its commercial reservation in light of its aspiration to become a
global arbitration hub? Analyse from a policy and comparative perspective.

2. What determines whether an arbitration qualifies as ‘“international commercial
arbitration’? Analyse the statutory, jurisdictional and functional tests with reference to
Indian law.

3. Explain the role of New York Convention 1958 in harmonizing International arbitration.

4, Evaluate the impact of the M/s.N.N. Global Mercantile (P) Lid. v. M/s. Indo Unique
Flame Ltd., (2023} 7 SCC 1 on the principles of Separability and Kompetenz-kompetenz.
Has the decision strengthened statutory compliance or weakened India’s.

5. M/s. Deyga Infra Pvt. Lid., an Indian subsidiary company, enters into a Construction

contract with M/s. MefroBuild Constructions Ltd.. The contract contains an arbitration
clause.
A financing agreement was entered between M/s. Metro Build and another group
company of M/s. Alpha Infra. A project management agreement was entered into between
M/s. Metro Build and the holding company of M/s. Alpha Intra. All the agreements refer
to the same project and depend on each other for performance. However, only M/s. Alpha
Infra Pvt. Ltd., signed the Construction contract containing the arbitration clause. The
holding company, M/s.Velva Pvt. Ltd., did not sign it.

When disputes arise, M/s. Metro Build seeks to include the holding company in
arbitration. Can the holding company M/s. Velva Pvt. Ltd be made a party to the
arbitration? Support you answer with relevant principles of law and judicial decisions.

6. What is a Submission Agreement? Examine its significance and relevance in International
Commercial Arbitration?

7. Explain the legal capacity of States and State agencies to enter into arbitration agreements
in international commercial arbitration.

8. Analyse the advantages and disadvantages of incorporating a named arbitration clause.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Instructions:

a. Write legibly. Fill up the answer book with relevant and cogent answers.

b. All the questions should be answered by quotng at least two relevant judicial precedent
and/or illustrations.

¢. The questions may be preferably answered in the Liwes-Research-Anatysis-Conclusion (IRAC)
method by quoting relevant legal provisions, precedents and examples.

d. You are strictly directed to follow the Question Number as given in the Question Paper.

e. Bare Acts are not allowed; Flectronic gadgets are prohibited.

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. List down at least one provision each from the Competition Act, 2002 as examples for
executive, legislative and judicial powers exercised by the Competition Commission of
India (CCI). 1s CCI primarily a judicial body with related administrative and legislative
functions? Support your analysis with relevant judicial decisions relating to competition
law enforcement in India.

2. Ms. Rushinae (Informant), an academic lawyer based in Navalurkuttapattu, complained
against the anti-competitive practices carried out by cab aggregator firms Uper and Owla
(Opposite Parties) before the CCI located at New Delhi. Ms. Rushinae asseverated that
the cab aggregators and the drivers functioned as a “hAub and spoke’ model of cartel.
However, the Opposite Parties raised a preliminary objection to the maintainability of the
CCI proceedings on the ground that the Informant had no ‘locus standi’ to provide
mformation to the Commission, as none of her legal rights were affected either as a
consumer or as beneficiary of fair competition. The aggregator companies specifically
pointed out that they are yet to extend their services to rural hinterland like
Navalurkuttapattu. In this factual background, analyse whether only a person who has
suffered some harm on account of the anti-competitive practice has a proximate cause to
approach the Commission or can any individual with the knowledge of such an anti-
competitive practice approach the fair trade regulator as a “whistle-blower informant’.

3. The ‘theory of spatial competition’ propounded by Harold Hotelling suggests that
competing businesses tend to locate their store as close to each other in order to capture
maximum market share. Critically analyse this proposition with reference to real world

examples from India and abroad.
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4. Whether a Department of the Government supplying water to agriculturists for irrigation
purposes after levying charges for water supplied (and not a water tax) can be considered
as an ‘enterprise’ under the Competition Act, 20027

5. It has become a common story in the Indian I/nformation Technology (IT) sector that
employees who gain special intellectual knowledge by working in one corporation often
jump to a competitor company, since the latter offers them a relatively higher pay package
and incentives. Similarly, under the guise of exercising ‘work from home option’ option,
some full time employees work part time in other horizontal or vertical organisations
without obtaining prior written permission from their employer. Hence, from an employer
perspective, draft a comprehensive “non — compete clause’ addressing the above concerns.
Whether such restrictive employment covenants impinge the docirine of ‘restraint of
trade’ codified under the /ndian Contract Act, 1872.

6. Explain the types of ‘penalities’ under the Competition Act, 2002 and the circumstances
under which ‘/esser penalty’ may be imposed by the CCIL.

7. “Many commercial enterprises aim to be self-sufficient entities, but they rather depend on
various external actors and resources in their relevant environment for survival and
competitive advantage.” Critically comment on this statement by explaining the core
ideas of *Resource Dependence Theory (RDT)’. Further, examine the relevance of RDT to
competition law in India.

8. Explain the arguments supporting the non-applicability of the ‘res judicata’ doctrine to
CCI proceedings, particularly in light of the ‘jus in rem’ character of anti-trust law
enforcement and the dynamic nature of Indian markets. Substantiate your answer with
relevant judicial decisions and policy considerations.
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BANKING LAW

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. M/s. Dheema Bank of India Co. Ltd (DBI) is a scheduled bank in Tiruchirappalli.
Mr. Madan has a current account with the DBI to make all his business transactions which
he receives on day-to-day basis from his tea shop. One day, he goes to M/s. DBI to
deposit the last two days’ earning which was around Rs. 20.234/- in the following:

. 20 Notes of 500 rupees denomination

. 50 Notes of 100 rupees denomination

. 10 Notes of 200 rupees denomination

. 50 Notes of 20 rupees denomination

. Rest amount of Rs.234 in coins of 5- and 2-rupees.

|7 I S R

However, due an inspection from Reserve Bank of India (RBI), all the staffs were
involved in the same. Therefore, the cashier requested Mr. Madan to come after 2 days.
When Mr. Madan came back, there was a huge protest going on from the bank employees
and thus, he couldn’t make any deposits as the existing one employee refused his deposits
due to various denominations as he was tied up. When Mr. Madan requested that his
matter be presented in front of the Branch Manager, the other existing officials refused the
same on the grounds that Branch Manager is busy and unavailable. In this context, can
you, as legal advisor of Mr. Madan, advise him for any remedy under the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949,

2. Oriental Bank of Chathrapathi is a private bank situated in the city of Mumbai.
Upon receiving the complaints of alleged misconduct in approval and disbursal of loans to
various non-existent account holders worth 200 crores from an unidentified source, the
RBI decides to appoint a special audit committee to investigate the matter. In this regard,
M/s Chari & Sons Associates, a reputed Chartered Accountant firm is appointed as
special auditors in this case. Explain the validity of the action of RBI under the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949. If the actions are valid, explain M/s Chari & Sons’s responsibility
in making the audit report as per Banking Regulations Act, 1949,
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3. Mr. Ajeesh and Ms. Sheena, being a newlywed couple decided to start a joint account in
the State Bank of India (SBI). Tiruchirappalli. They had started a saving bank account and
over next two years with the money accumulated created a Fixed Deposit account worth
10 lakh with 5 years maturity period. Immediately, upon creation of the same, SBI
decided to secure the same in lieu of Mr. Ajeesh’s personal loan of Rs.11 Lakhs.
Decide as to the validity of SBI’s decision.

4. M/s Gujjar & Associates, a reputed trading firrn, had requested its in-house counsel-
Mr. Nazir to transfer a fund of Rs.20 crores to one of its dealers in form of cheque.
Mr. Nazir issued a cheque and sent the same through his clerk to the Bank of Baroda,
Hyderabad (BOB) where in the firm held its corporate account. However, the transaction
didn’t happen as intended and it was found on enquiry that Mr. Nazir’s clerk had sent the
dated cheque with his sister-in-law who was an employee of the BOB who had absconded
with the same. Advise M/s. Gujjar & Associates with respect to their course of action
against BOB.

5. Explain the prominent types of banks in India signifying its institutional importance.

6. “Nationalisation of banks in India meant that there were no longer any barriers, social,
economic, or political between the bankers and customers.” Comment.

7. Explain as to position of a corporate entity as an account holder of Bank.

8. Examine the nuances of the term *Customer’ and ‘Banker’ under the Banking laws.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Enumerate the rights of children incorporated in the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, 1989.

2. How does the law define a “child.” and what factors influence this definition across
different statutes in India?

3. Write a case comment on Bachpan Bachao Andolan v. Union of India & Ors, 2011 (5)
SCC 1.

4. Explain the legal provisions related to cyber-crimes against children in India.

5. Explain the essential ingredients of penetrative sexual assault under the POCSO Act. 2012
with the help of relevanti judicial decisions.

6. Explain the role of National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights in India.

7. Explain the law related to corporal punishment administered on children in India.
Substantiate with reference to relevant judicial decisions.

8. Should children involved in drug offences be treated as victims of circumstances and
exploitation or as offenders under criminal law? Critically analyze in light of legal
provisions in India.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Analyze the “Twin Test™ of manufacture established under Union of India v. Delhi Cloth
& General Mills Co. Ltd., AIR 1963 SC 791. How do the criteria of “distinct name,
character, or use” determine the point at which a process transcends mere preparation and
becomes manufacture?

2. “The Customs Act, 1962, is not merely a revenue-collecting statute but also a tool for
economic defence.” In light of the above-mentioned statement, identify the specific type
of Customs Duty that the Central Government should ideally impose in the following
independent scenarios. (Provide a brief legal justification for each scenario)

Scenario A: A foreign country is exporting steel to India at a price significantly lower
than its “Normal Value™ in its own home market, causing material injury to Indian steel
manufacturers.

Scenario B: There is a sudden, sharp surge in the quantity of imported solar panels
which, although fairly priced, is so massive that the domestic industry is unable to
compete and faces an existential threat.

Scenario C: Country ‘X" provides a direct financial subsidy to its local leather exporters.
When this leather reaches Indian shores, it is artificially cheaper than Indian leather.
Scenario D: The government wishes to levy a small, additional percentage on all imports
to fund national education and healthcare initiatives.

Scenario E: After an Anti-Dumping Duty is imposed, the foreign exporter further reduces
their export price to “soak up” the tax, ensuring the final price in India remains
unchanged.

3. M/s. Global Gourmet Imports, Chennai, imported 500 consignments of the “Morning
Bliss Artisan Set” through Chennai Port. The set consists of a 50g tin of Premium
Ground Coffee, a Large Ceramic Coffee Mug, a Hand-Carved Wooden Coaster and
a Wooden Stirring Spoon. The items are packaged together in a single decorated box for
retail sale.

The Importer classified the entire consignment under CTH 0901 as “Coffee” and paid a
Basic Customs Duty (BCD) of 5%. However, the Department issued a show-cause notice,
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contending that the goods should be classified under CTH 6912 as “Ceramic Tableware”
(BCD 20%).

Aggrieved by the Department’s demand for the higher duty, the importer prefers an
appeal before the Commissioner (Appeals).

The Appellant contends that under General Interpretative Rule (GIR) 3(b).
the “essential character” of the set is the coffee. They argue that the consumer’s primary
intent 1s to purchase a “beverage experience” and that the mug, coaster, and spoon are
merely secondary accessories intended to facilitate the consumption of the coffee.
According to the Importer, the product is marketed and sold as a coffee set, not a crockery
sel.

The Revenue argues that the Ceramic Mug represents the bulk of the value (60% of the
set) and is a durable article of utility. They argue that while the coffee is consumed once,
the mug and wooden accessories remain with the consumer as permanent household
goods. The Department maintains that under General Interpretative Rule (GIR) 3(b),
the “essential character” is provided by the most valuable and durable component, which
1s the ceramic ware.

Get into the shoes of the Commissioner (Appeals) and decide this case and justify your
final decision.

. Importer, M/s. Aravind Sports Ltd., is engaged in importing and distributing sports goods.
He imports sports products from M/s. Zenith Exports of Malaysia sells it under the brand
name “Swift Stride”. To publicise the product, the importer spent on AMP
(Advertisement, Marketing and Promotion) of the product. The department contended that
AMP expenses incurred by the importer were required to be added to the value of
imported goods. Examine whether the department’s demand is sustainable under the
Customs Act, 1962.

. In the Republic of Indica, the Union operates under a “Single Market Tax” (SMT)
regime. The Province of Arcania, a constituent state within the Republic, has recently
enacted a local law that diverges from the tax rates suggested by the SMT Council, a
body composed of Union and State representatives. The Union Government has
challenged this move, arguing that such deviations destroy the foundational “One Nation,
One Tax” philosophy of the Republic.

In light of the above, explain whether the recommendations of the SMT Council are
legally binding on the State Legislatures. Does the autonomy of a State to enact its own
tax laws necessarily undermine the spirit of a unified tax regime?

(The laws and constitutional provisions of the Republic of Indica and the Province of
Arcania are in pari materia with the Constitution of India and the Indian GST laws.)

. An ice-cream parlour named “Cool Treats” sells ice cream to customers on a self-service
basis for ¥200 per serving. The parlour provides air-conditioned seating, tables, and
disposable spoons, enabling customers to consume the ice cream on the parlour premises.
Analyse this transaction under the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017. Is the
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activity of serving ice cream in an ice-cream parlour a supply of goods or a supply of
services? Explain the nature of such a supply.

. “The concept of Supply is not merely a collection of transactions but a multi-layered
framework invelving consideration, business furtherance, and deemed fictions”.
Critically analyze this statement by evaluating the Scope of Supply under Section 7 of the
Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017,

. "The determination of whether a supply is 'naturally bundled' in the ordinary
course of business is not a matter of a rigid mathematical formula, but rather a
conclusion drawn from settled legal jurisprudence and commercial reality."
Critically examine this statement with reference to the concept of Composite Supply
under Section 2(30) of the CGST Act, 2017.
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. *“Consumer protection is not explicitly provided for in the Constitution of India, yet it is
considered a constitutional obligation of the State™ Analyse.

2. M/s. Apex BioLabs Pvt. Ltd., a company that manufactures surgical instruments,
purchased a software system from M/s. TechNova Solutions Pvt. Ltd., The software was
intended to automate inventory management and billing. After a month, the software
started malfunctioning and frequently made incorrect entries. M/s. Apex BioLabs files a
complaint before the Consumer Commission seeking compensation.

Examine whether M/s. Apex Biol.abs Pvt. Ltd., would qualify as a “consumer”™ under
the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and will the position be any different under the 1986
Act?

- 3. Examine the role of Consumer Protection Councils established under the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019 in the promotion and protection of consumer rights.

4. M/s. BrightSteps Learning Pvt. Ltd., a startup offering ecarly childhood development
programmes, publishes advertisements on social media claiming that infants enrolled in
its programmie can crawl at three months, walk at eight months, and develop advanced
language skills much earlier than normal developmental stages. These claims attract many
parents to enrol their children in the programme. Soon, child development experts raise
concerns that the claims made in the advertisements are not supported by scientific
evidence and may mislead parents. However, no formal complaint has been filed by
any consumer regarding these advertisements. Explain the possible course of action
under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.

5. Mr. Han purchases a CCTV surveillance system for her residence from M/s. Dom Toretto
Vision Pvt. Ltd., a well-known electronics manufacturer. The product is supplied through
an authorised dealer, and installation is carried out at Mr. Han’s home by technicians sent
by the dealer. Soon after installation, the system repeatedly stops recording and several
cameras fail to function. Mr. Han complains to the company, but the manufacturer claims
that the defect was caused by improper installation by the dealer’s technician. and
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therefore it cannot be held responsible. The dealer also refuses to replace the system,
arguing that the equipment itself was not defective when supplied. Mr. Han files a
complaint before the Consumer Commission seeking refund and compensation. Decide by
referring to relevant provisions under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and relevant
judicial decisions.

. Prior to the enactment of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986, consumers had to rely on
general laws such as the Sale of Goods Act, 1930 and Indian Penal Code, 1860 to seek
remedies against defective goods and unfair practices.

Critically analyse the limitations of these laws in protecting consumers and explain why a
separate consumer protection legislation became necessary.

. Explain the concepts of restrictive trade practice and unfair trade practice as defined under
Consumer Protection Act, 2019. Analyse the key differences between the two and
illustrate how these practices may harm consumer interests.

. Mr. Brian O’Conner purchases a brand-new car from an authorised dealer. Within two
weeks of purchase, the vehicle begins to stall frequently while driving. On inspection, the
service centre discovers that a defect in the engine component occurred during the
manufacturing process. The manufacturer refuses to replace the vehicle and instead offers
to repair the defective part, arguing that the issue can be fixed through servicing.
Mr. Brian files a complaint alleging that the defect existed in the vehicle at the time of
manufacture. Decide by referring to relevant provisions under the Consumer Protection
Act, 2019 and relevant judicial decisions.
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. "[Blecause it is just, that an Author should reap the pecuniary profits of his own
ingenuity and labor. It is just, that another should not use his name, without his consent.
It is fit, that he should judge when to publish, or whether he will ever publish. It is fit he
should not only choose the time, but the manner of publication; how many,
what volume; what print. It is fit, that he should choose to whose care he will trust the
accuracy and correctness of the impression; in whose honesty, he will confide it, not fo
Joist in additions ... I allow them sufficient to shew it is agreeable to the principles of right
and wrong, the fitness of things, convenience, and policy, and therefore to the common
law to protect before publication .. The 8" of QueenAnnis no Answer. We are
considering the Common Law, upon Principles before and independent of that Act.” —

Analyze the statement and state the significance of the statute of Anne in seiting up a new
copyright Era.

2. “Berne Convention was the first international convention, to successfully establish
international Copyright regime across the globe and provide borderless Copyright
protection for the members of Berne Union “— Analyse the statement by stating the
required Berne provisions.

3. Analyse the significance of TRIPS and TRIPS plus agreement in incorporating works
generated through modern technologies and according Technology protection measures
for the benefit of the authors rights protection.

4. State who is a beneficiary under the Marrakesh Treaty and the rights available to the
Beneficiaries. Also state whether the Marrakesh treaty provisions are incorporated under
the Copyright Protection Act 1957 by stating the relevant provisions.

5. Define “performer” under the Berne Convention and the Copyright Act, 1957. Further
analyse whether a movie actor in a cinematographic film can be considered as a performer
with relevant judicial decisions.
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6. Define originality and determine the rise and fall of the “sweat of the brow “doctrine and
the modern tests used to determine originality in European Union after Murphy, Painer,
[nforpaq and SAS decisions.

7. Define the concept of authorship in India and state the tests used to determine authorship
and joint authorship in India before and after the advent of Artificial intelligence.

8. State the salient features of the 2012 Copyright amendment with special reference to S.18.
5.19, 8.52, 65A, 65B, 8.57 of the Copyright Act, 1957.
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Evaluate the economic and international trade implications of the commercialization of
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs), including their effects on agricultural
productivity, market competitiveness, export-import dynamics, and the challenges arising
from regulatory differences between countries.

2. What is the national legal framework governing Genetically Modified Organisms
(GMOs} in India? Examine the key statutory provisions. regulatory authorities, and
guidelines involved in GMO regulation, and analyze how Indian courts have interpreted
and applied these laws through relevant judicial decisions.

3. Explain how the “Rules for the Manufacture, Use, Import, Export and Storage of
Hazardous Microorganisms/Genetically Engineered Organisms or Cells, 1989" were
formulated under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. Analyse the
legal authority these rules derive from the Act and evaluate their role in regulating
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) in India.

4. Examine the nexus between international and national legal frameworks that have shaped
the regulation of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) in India. In your answer,
analyze how international legal instruments, agreements, and treaties have influenced the
development and implementation of national laws, regulations, and policies governing
GMOs. Substantiate your discussion with relevant legal provisions, policy decisions, and
judicial decisions.

5. Critically examine how the customary rights of farmers in India were affected by
economic liberalisation, highlighting the policy changes and legal reforms that
contributed to this impact. Substantiate your answer using relevant legal provisions,
government policies, and judicial decisions.

6. Explain the concepts of biotechnology, genetic engineering, and cell hybridisation with
reference to the definitions and relevant provisions under the “Rules for the Manufacture,
Use, Import, Export and Storage of Hazardous Microorganisms/Genetically Engineered
Organisms or Cells, 1989”, framed under the Environment (Protection) Aci, 1986.
Discuss how these definitions form the legal basis for regulating research, production, and

use of Genetically Modified Organisms in India.
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7. Critically examine the evolution of the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) regime over
plant genetic resources, from customary rights to utility patents, and assess the role of
access-and-benefit sharing provisions in regulating proprietary rights balancing
innovation, conservation, and equitable benefit-sharing in the context of biotechnology.

8. Evaluate the potential pathways through which Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)
can contaminate the environment, other crops, or non-target species, and critically analyze
why such contamination raises serious biosafety concerns. Substantiate your answer using
relevant legal provisions and judicial decisions.
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PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1.

What is Disruptive Technology? Dealing with the disruptive technology emerging and
being used in a society, which institution is better equipped to create the Rules/Procedure?
The Supreme Court or the Legislature? Answer considering the variables based on the
technology in question before evaluating the better institution.

. “Pre-legislative processes in India often suffer from profound procedural gaps”.

Deconstruct this statement by proposing a novel, technology-aided legislative drafting
program that utilises digital inclusivity to mandate accessible public consultations.

. Because traditional hard law struggles to keep pace with technological change, regulatory

bodies increasingly witness the gradual replacement of the traditional regulatory system
by informal soft law governance mechanisms. What is this phenomenon called?
Determine the problem faced by any governance model in building a policy in the era of
emerging technology.

. How does the Supreme Court balance public interest in interpreting the RTI Act and the

fundamental right to privacy under §8(1)(j)' with informational privacy, particularly when
the data subject is a private individual tangentially involved in a public-private
partnership?

. Trace the Judicial evolution of Privacy in India from 1950s till the Puttaswamy’

Jjudgement and mention other notions of privacy other than its stature as a Fundamental
Right.

. If a citizen’s data is transferred to a foreign jurisdiction under the Standard Contractual

Clauses, but is subsequently intercepted by a Mass Surveillance Program, who bears the
constitutional burden of the breach under the Schrems-II standard?

U $8(1)(}), Right to Information Act, 2003 — information which relates to personal informadion the disclosure of which
has no relationship to any public activity ot interest, or which would cause unwarranted invasion of the prvacy of the
individual unless the Central Public Information Otflicer or the State Public Information Officer or the appellate
authonty, as the case may be, is satisfied that the larger public interest justifies the disclosure of such information.

? Justive K.S. Puttavwarty (Retd ) and Another v. Union of India And Others, 2017 TNSC 801.
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7. Evaluate how the INTERPOL acts as a facade for Several States including the influential
ones to infiltrate and surveil into every data server to capture datasets of its citizens and
aliens alike? Does the Five Eyes Alliance Countries enjoy their relationship under
INTERPOL differently than the other Member-States?

8. The Puttaswamy’ case laid down the four-pronged tests. When the state refuses a right to
be forgotten request to a citizen to maintain a permanent digital database of acquitted
individuals, how do you dismantle the state’s argument that this retention passes the
necessity test when compared to the other 3 tests? Evaluate solely on the Judgement’s
wordings and approach.

* Ibid.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Critically examine Willem Bonger’s economic theory of crime. Assess its strengths and
limitations of the in contemporary society.

2. “Rejecting biological determinism, the sociological positivist perspective conceptualised
the criminal as a product of environmental and social forces, thereby reorienting

positivisi criminology toward a sociological foundation.’

Critically examine this shift and analyse how multidisciplinary professional experience in
lawmaking, adjudication, and academia shaped this criminological thought.

3. “The transition from reformation to penal elimination within positivist criminology
reflects an underlying determinist philosophy”.
Examine this development and assess its ethical and jurisprudential consequences.

4. A major psychological perspective in criminology asserts that criminal behaviour is not
innate but acquired through Ilearning, reinforcement, and behavioural modeling.
Examine this approach and evaluate its relevance in explaining violent and aggressive
conduct.

5. Analyse the relationship between superstition, religion. and criminal justice practices
under the Pre-Classical School. Was punishment aimed at justice, deterrence, or divine
appeasement? — Explain.

6. “The Neo-Classical School did not reject the ideas of the Classical School. Instead, it
modified them by allowing limited judicial discretion while still maintaining the principles
of free will and proportional punishment.”

Critically examine this evolution, analysing whether the Neo-Classical modifications
strengthened or diluted the foundational principles of Classical criminology.
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7. The breakdown of normal social conditions and unequal distribution of legitimate
opportunities have been cited as central causes of criminality in sociological criminology.

Examine this approach mn detail and evaluate its applicability in modern societies
characterised by economic disparity and rapid social change.

8. Analyse the major contemporary development in criminology and assess how they have
transformed traditional understandings of crime and criminal justice.
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Explain co-perpetrator liability based on joint control under the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC).

2. Critically examine the essentials of holding a superior responsible for international crimes
committed by his subordinates under the Rome Statute of the ICC.

3. Write a note on the structure and functions of the organs of the International Criminal
Court (ICC).

4. Compare the principle of Ne bis in idem as applied by ICTY, ICTR and the ICC.

5. Write a note on orders of superiors as a ground for excluding criminal responsibility
under international criminal law.

6. Explain the sources of International Criminal Law.
7. Examine the role of the hybrid tribunals in prosecution of international crimes.

8. Critically examine the applicability of the principle of legality in International Criminal
Law.
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INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30

PART — A (1 x 10 =10 Marks)

Answer any ONE of the following questions:

1. State *Z° has been engaged in a prolonged non-international armed conflict against the
Alvaran Liberation Front (ALF), a well-armed insurgent group that has taken control of
multiple territories in the eastern highlands. Over the course of the conflict, ALF has
entrenched itself in several major cities and rural zones, establishing administrative
structures, recruiting fighters, and embedding military assets within civilian infrastructure.
The cenflict has triggered international concern due to rising civilian casualties and the
adoption of increasingly aggressive tactics by both sides.

In an effort to weaken ALF’s operational capacity, State *Z’ initiates “Operation Iron
Flame,” a coordinated military campaign targeting both urban and rural strongholds. The
first stage of the operation focuses on the city of Elminor, where ALF’s command centre
is suspected to be located within a dense residential district. Rather than deploying ground
troops, State "Z” conducts a series of night-time aerial bombardments using air-dropped
incendiary weapons. These munitions ignite massive fires across the district, killing
dozens of ALF fighters but also engulfing a nearby maternity hospital, a primary school,
and two apartment blocks. The use of incendiary weapons in such a densely populated
area draws sharp international condemnation, with critics accusing State *Z’ of violating
the principles of distinction and proportionality under IHL.

Parallel to its urban offensive, State *Z’ targets the surrounding rural areas believed to be
the economic heartland of the insurgency. Intelligence reports confirm that agricultural
infrastructure-grain silos, irrigation systems, and dairy farms—are supplying both ALF
and the local population. State Z°s air force systematically destroys these facilities,
resulting in a dramatic food shortage across the region. Within weeks, famine conditions
begin to emerge, particularly affecting displaced persons, children, and the elderly.
Humanitarian agencies repeatedly request access to deliver emergency aid, but State Z
imposes restrictions, citing the risk of aid diversion to enemy hands. The targeting of such
dual-use infrastructure triggers debate over whether the attacks constitute starvation as a
method of warfare, prohibited under customary international law.

Adding to the coniroversy, State "Z° employs its newly developed autonomous drone
“swarms”-an advanced weapons system using artificial intelligence to identify and
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neutralise threats without real-time human intervention. These drones are deployed over
conflict zones to patrol and engage suspected ALF elements. In one operation, the
“swarm” eliminates a suspected rebel convoy. However, post-strike analysis reveals. the
convoy was, in fact, a group of journalists and humanitarian workers returning from a
field hospital. The Al system had misclassified their behaviour as “hostile movement.”
The incident raises grave concerns about the lack of effective human oversight and the
adequacy of Article 36 weapons review procedures, as required under Additional Protocol
I to the Geneva Conventions 1977.

Meanwhile, ALF has transformed the San Cordaro Monastery, a centuries-old cultural site
and UNESCO-recognised heritage location, into a fortified base. Satellite images and
mtercepted communications show that the monastery now houses weapons,
communications equipment, and tactical planning rooms. Despite this militarisation, over
100 civilians-including clergy, displaced villagers, and medical volunteers-have taken
refuge in the site. After internal debate, State ‘Z’ launches a high-yield missile strike on
the monastery. destroying it and killing both combatants and civilians. The attack prompts
allegations of disproportionate force against a protected cultural property, especially as
alternatives such as special forces infiltration had reportedly been considered.

Finally, in the wake of a deadly ALF ambush on its patrol unit, State *Z" launches a
retaliatory strike against what it claims is a rebel logistics convoy. The attack is executed
without further verification based on an intercepted radio transmission. However, the
convoy turns out to belong to Médecins Sans Frontiéres and is marked with distinctive
emblems. The convoy was transporting injured civilians to a nearby field clinic. Despite
prior coordination with State Z’s military command, the convoy is bombed, killing
several aid workers and patients. The incident raises questions about precautions in attack
and the obligation to verify targets, especially where protected humanitarian personnel are
concerned.

Evaluate the legality of the acts committed by both parties to the conflict in light of
the various principles governing International Humanitarian Law and referring to
the provisions on means and methods of warfare.

2. “The right of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited.”
Substantiate this statement with reference to relevant laws and examples. Further,
critically analyse the development and emergence of new means and methods of warfare
in the context of this principle.

PART - B (4 x 5 = 20 Marks)

Answer any FOUR of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

3. What are dual-use objects? Critically analyse the challenges posed by dual-use objects in
modern warfare. How does International Humanitarian Law balance military necessity
with the protection of civilian objects in such situations?
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. What is an armed conflict? Differentiate between International Armed Conflicts and Non-
International Armed Conflicts under international humanitarian law, citing relevant legal
provisions and examples.

. Explain the protection of the natural environment during armed conflict under
International Humanitarian Law. Explain the relevant treaty provisions and principles
governing environmental protection in warfare with suitable examples.

. Critically examine the legality of the use or threat of nuclear weapons in light of the
Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice in the Legality of the Threat or Use
of Nuclear Weapons Advisory Opinion [996. Analyse the principles of International
Humanitarian Law considered by the Court in its reasoning.

. Under International Humanitarian Law, certain deceptive practices are prohibited while
others are permitted. Explain deception as a method of warfare with reference to treaty
provisions and suitabie examples.
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COMPARATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
PART — A (6 x 5 =30 Marks)

Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Distinguish between a "constitution" and "constitutionalism." Why is the mere existence
of a written constitution insufficient to guarantee constitutionalism?

2. Define the “federal principle” and explain how it differs from a unitary system of
government. Why is federalism relevant to multicultural societies?

3. Compare any two features of federalism in the constitutions of India and the United
States, highlighting one key structural difference.

4. South Africa's post-apartheid Constitution is frequently cited as the paradigm of
transformative constitutionalism. Identify two provisions that reflect its transformative
character and explain why.

5. How does transformative constitutionalism engage with the problem of substantive
equality as opposed to mere formal equality? lllustrate with one example.

6. Explain the concept of constitutional "entrenchment.” Why do constitution-makers choose
to entrench certain provisions beyond ordinary legislative amendment, and what problems
can over-entrenchment create?

7. Explain the concept of "unconstitutional constitutional amendments.” Can the design of a
constitution place substantive limits on its own future amendment?

8. What is a semi-presidential system? Identify one constitutional design advantage and one
design risk associated with the semi-presidential mode.
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Time: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 30
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not to exceed 400 words:

1. M/s. Surya Chemicals Lid., an Indian subsidiary of the U.S. based multinational
corporation, M/s. Global Agri Inc., operates a pesticide manufacturing plant on the
outskirts of a densely populated area. The parent company owns 72% of the shares. It
appoints the key managerial personnel, including the plant’s safety director to do internal
audit, the internal audit reports sent to the parent company over five years reveal that the
company has outdated storage tanks containing highly toxic methyl compounds,
malfunctioning safety valves, non-functional gas scrubbers, reduction in maintenance
budgets to “cut operational costs,” and inadequate worker safety training. Despite these
warnings, the parent company instructed the subsidiary to delay upgrades due to “cost
pressures and declining global demand.” One night, a massive gas leak occurs. Within
hours 3,500 people die, along with livestock, thousands suffer permanent respiratory and
reproductive injuries, groundwater and soil are contaminated. Local authorities were
aware of safety violations but failed to act due to political pressure and fear of losing
foreign investment. After the incident, the parent company denies liability, claiming the
subsidiary is a separate legal entity, victims receive minimal compensation through a
hurried government settlement, criminal prosecutions stall, affected communities lack
access to healthcare and clean water, civil society groups file petitions alleging violation
of constitutional rights and international human rights standards. Using the UN Guiding
Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs) framework, elucidate: (i) the State’s
duty to protect, (ii) the corporate responsibility to respect, and (iii) access to remedy.
Critically examine where each actor failed by citing the relevant case.

2. “The relationship between economic development and human dignity has evolved from a
model of *Business or Human Rights’ to one of “Business of Human Rights,” where
corporations are no longer viewed as merely profit-making entities but as duty-bearing
actors within the human rights framework.” Critically evaluate this statement by tracing
the evolution of the relationship across three distinct phases (i) Business or Human Rights
phase, (ii) Business and Human Rights phase, and (iii) Business of Human Rights and
substantiate your analysis with appropriate legal, judicial, or real-world illustrations for
each phase.

Page 1 of 3



3. “M/s. Silver Screen Productions,” a leading film production company, hires Ms. Meera, a
23-year-old aspiring actor, on a short-term project by a contract. The film industry
practice is largely informal with no written agreements, no Internal Complaints
Committee, and no clear reporting mechanisms. During the shoot the lead actor,
Mr. Lalipan, repeatedly makes unwelcome sexual remarks and demands “private
rehearsals” in exchange for better roles. The director threatens to replace Ms. Meera if she
complains, further several women workers disclose similar past experiences but fear
blacklisting no one came forward to complain against the lead actor and the director.
Further the producers dismiss complaints stating that “film work is informal and not like
regular corporate offices”. The M/s. Silver Screen Production company has no sexual
harassment policy or grievance mechanism and the local authorities fail to conduct
inspections despite repeated allegations. Eventually, Ms. Meera leaves the project and
files a complaint alleging violation of her dignity, equality, and right to a safe workplace.
Elucidate the relevance of statutory protections against workplace sexual harassment and
whether informal or gig-based sectors can claim exemption and critically evaluate
whether voluntary corporate policies are sufficient, or whether stricter legal and
institutional mechanisms are necessary to ensure accountability in creative industries. Cite
the relevant judicial decisions.

4. Briefly explain the key features and objectives of the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises on Responsible
Business Conduct.

5. The protection of labour rights has long been central to the Business and Human Rights
discourse. Recognising that governments alone cannot ensure fair working conditions in
an increasingly globalised economy, the International Labour Organization (ILO) adopted
the ILO Tripartite Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises and
Social Policy, which sets out responsibilities for governments, employers, and workers’
organisations to promote decent work, equality, and social justice within business
operations. Critically evaluate the significance of the ILO Tripartite Declaration as a tool
for regulating corporate conduct in the sphere of Business and Human Rights.

6. In the era of globalization, several voluntary international initiatives seek to promote
responsible corporate conduct and respect for human rights. One such initiative is the
United Nations Global Compact, launched by the United Nations, which encourages
businesses to align their operations with ten principles relating to human rights, labour,
environment, and anti-corruption. However, critics argue that the voluntary and non-
binding nature of the initiative enables companies to publicly associate themselves with
the UN’s credibility without meaningfully changing their practices, a phenomenon often
described as “blue-washing.” Critically comment by providing one real-time or
contemporary example of a company that has been accused of blue-washing or symbolic
compliance, and explain how the facts illustrate the limitations of voluntary frameworks.
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7. M/s. Ocean Fresh Exports Pvt. Lid., an Indian seafood processing company, supplies
canned tuna to M/s. Blue Wave Foods Inc., a large U.S. based multinational brand that
sells its products globally. M/s. Blue Wave contracts with local vessel operators through
multiple layers of subcontractors to procure fish at the lowest possible price. Recruitment
agents promise poor migrant workers high wages for overseas [ishing jobs.
However, once recruited the workers are charged heavy “placement fees,” creating debt
bondage, their passports are confiscated, they are forced to work 18 to 20 hours a day at
sea, they are denied medical care and wages for months, physical violence and threats
prevent them from leaving the vessels, they are transferred between ships to avoid port
inspections. Mr. Rafig, a migrant worker, manages to escape and files a lawsuit alleging
forced labour, trafficking, and modern slavery. M/s. Blue Wave argues that the abuses
occurred at the level of independent suppliers and that it cannot be held responsible for
acts of third-party contractors. M/s. Blue Wave claims it has a general “code of conduct™
but conducted no on-site inspections or human rights due diligence. Civil society groups
allege that M/s. Blue Wave knowingly benefited from exploitative labour practices to
maintain low costs and higher profits. Critically examine whether multinational
corporations can avoid responsibility by relying on complex supply chains and
subcontracting arrangements, cite relevant Judicial decisions.

8. Following the endorsement of the United Nations UN Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights, several countries began formulating National Action Plans (NAPs) to
implement the “Protect, Respect and Remedy™ framework at the domestic level. In this
context, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, India released a Zero Draft National Action
Plan on Business and Human Rights. However, critics argue that the draft relies heavily
on voluntary compliance, corporate self-regulation, and existing legislation, raising
concerns about enforceability and effectiveness. Critically comment.
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not exceeding 400 words each:

1. Justify the rationale for recognizing trademarks as Inteliectual Property Rights.

2. “Distinctiveness is not static; it can be gained, strengthened, weakened, or lost over
fime.” In this context, explain why distinctiveness is important for the use of a mark in
trade and assess the spectrum of distinctiveness in trademark law.

3. Explain the various functions of a trademark in modern commerce.

4. Distinguish between trademarks and brands. Critically examine why the Trade Marks
Act. 1999 remains agnostic to broader “branding™ strategies in contemporary trade
practice.

5. “In the contemporary marketplace, the economic value of many companies lies more in
their brands than in their tangible assets.” In this context. explain the importance of
trademark valuation and the factors used to determine the value of a trademark and its

types.

6. Trace the historical development of the doctrine of trademark dilution and analyse its
recognition and application in Indian trademark law.

7. Examine the overlap between trademark and design protection. In light of recent Indian
court decisions, critically comment on the protection of expired registered designs as
trademarks.

8. Mr. Sachin, an entrepreneur, used an online free and open generative Al-based tool to
create a logo for his company by entering specific prompts. He intends to apply for
trademark registration of the logo under the Trade Marks Act, 1999. However, he is
uncertain whether a logo generated using Al can be legally protected as a trademark and
whether issues of authorship, ownership, or originality may arise, and he seeks your legal
opinion. Advise.
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Answer any SIX of the following questions in not to exceed 400 words:

1. Ms. Jiya owns a tailoring shop and saree boutique in Tiruchirappalli. She had insured her
building with a comprehensive all risk property policy from Sensibie Insurers Co. Ltd.,
(SI Co. Ltd.,) for a cover worth of 50 Lakhs. The exclusion reads as follows:

“.... Notwithstanding anything contained in this policy, the insurer shall not be liable for
any loss, damage, or destruction of the insured property directly or indirectly caused by,
arising from, or attributable to the following-
1. Normal Wear and Tear
2. War and War-Like Operations
3. Intentional or Wilful Acts of the Insured: Any loss or damage intentionally caused,
contributed to, or brought about by the wilful misconduct, fraudulent act, or
deliberate negligence of the insured or any person acting on behalf of the insured.
Accordingly, the insurer shall not be responsible for indemnifying the insured for any

]

claim arising out of the above-mentioned circumstances..."

One day, Ms. Jiya had closed her shop earlier in the evening due to nearby temple
festival. Late at night she was informed by the policemen that her shop was damaged in a
fire accident aggravated from the temple festival. Ms. Jiya rushed to the shop and found
that her shop was partially destroyed in the fire and garments worth around 5 lakhs were
stolen. She immediately files a complaint in the police station for loss of property due to
theft. Also, she files a claim from her Insurer, M/s. SI Co. Ltd., for destruction of property
and loss of goods. A surveyor is arranged to assess the damage who finds that the reason
for the destruction of property is fire in the nearby building and also finds that there was a
burned 2 liters can which contained traces of petrol. Ms. Jiya clarifies that she had
forgettingly left the can of extra petrol at the shop itself which she carries for emergency
purposes. The M/s. SI Co. Ltd., therefore rejects her claim saying that leaving a can
containing petrol is an “intentional or willful act of the insured’. Decide if the rejection of
the claim is valid or not.

. Imagine that there is war between the Pharhas (a clan which is headed by the 5 Pharhas
brothers -Yudhi, Bhimi, Amen, Natsu. and Saha) and the Kharhas (a clan which consists
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of 100 brothers and 1 sister) along with Tutukamen, who is close friend of Damon,
the Kharhas King. Assuming that in modern legal setting, Tutukamen approaches an
insurance company and proposes to take a life insurance policy on the life of Amen, one
of the Pharha’s brothers. Tutukamen offers to pay all the premiums himself and states that
he expects to receive the policy amount if Amen dies. Tutukamen says that Amen is his
rival in battle and that Amen’s death would bring him personal and strategic benefit in the
war as he is to lead the battle from Pharhas’s clan. The fact that Tutukamen is illegitimate
brother of Pharhas is not known to either himself or Pharhas brothers or anyone in the
world. except their mother. In this regard, do you think that such an insurance is valid
under the Indian law?

. Ms. Amritha, is a law student pursuing her 2" year law degree from a famous Law
College in Tiruchirappalli. She has been suffering from high degree fever for over a week.
Upon diagnosing she is found to be suffering from Malaria. She is prescribed medicines
and asked to take ample rest. One evening, while walking down the staircase of her
hostel, she suddenly felt dizzy due to the fever, slipped on the stairs, and fell.
She suffered severe head injuries and was taken to the hospital, where she died within
next 2 days. In this regard, her father, an IT employee, had applied for the claim amount
to their corporate insurer — M/s. Bajaj Alliance Insurance Co. Ltd., for a claim of 1 crore
for the “accidental death’ of a family member. The relevant clause in the policy says that
the claim is maintainable only™ ...Jf the Life Assured shall sustain any bodily injury
resulting solely and directly from the accident caused by outward, violent and visible
means and such injury shall within 180 days of its occurrence solely, directly and
independently of all other causes result in death of the Life Assured...”. In this context,
decide as to the validity of the claim.

. Mr. Krishnan owned a White Ritz Car, 2012 model registered in 2014. One day,
he parked his vehicle near a road to go to nearby bank. When he came back, he saw that
his car was hit by a nearby vehicle while trying to park behind his car which significantly
damaged the boot and indicator lights. Therefore, he claimed for the reimbursement of the
same from the owner of the vehicle for an amount of Rs. 45,000/- as repair costs.
The owner agreed to reimburse and paid him Rs.20,000/- in cash and said he will
reimburse the rest within 2 days after giving all the details to contact in case of default.
Mr. Krishnan took his car to nearby repair shop and got his Ritz car fixed and applied
from reimbursement from his motor vehicle insurance accidental benefits for an amount
of Rs. 55,000/-. The motor vehicle insurance was taken from Reliance General Insurance
Co. and 1s worth for 3 Lakhs including accidental benefit. Decide whether Mr. Krishnan is
eligible to get the claim from M/s. Reliance General Insurance Co. If 5o, to what extent?

. “The obligation of utmost good faith applies only to material facts that are known or

reasonably expected io be known by the insured’- Explain the significance of this
statement by analysing Sec.45 of Insurance Act, 1938.
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6. In the case of Sushilaben Indravadan Gandhi v. The M/s. New India Asswrance Company
Limited., AIR 2020 SC 1977, Justice R.F Nariman quotes the following- “... in
Colinvaux’s Law of [nsurance [ Robert and Merkin (Eds.), Colinvaux's Law of Insurance
(6" Edn., 1990) at p. 42.] propounds ...Quite apart from contradictory clauses in
policies, ambiguities are common in them, and it is often very uncertain what the
parties to them mean. In such cases the rule is that the policy, being drafted in
language chosen by the insurers, must be taken most strongly against them...” Explain
the rule of interpretation of insurance contracts which the Justice has quoted.

7. Briefly describe the various kinds of insurances available in India.

8. What is meant by ‘risk™? Explain how is it different from a ‘peril’ and ‘Hazard’ using
examples or relevant judicial decisions.
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