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New fields open up in law as society
becomes urbanised, says SC judge

Justice MM. Sundresh advises young lawyers against allowing technology like artificial intelligence to take over litigation;

he sees a bright future for women lawyers, especially those dealing with marital disputes and commercial litigation

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUCHI

he evolution of the

Indian social struc-

ture in recent years
has opened up many new
fields of specialisation for
young lawyers, Justice
M.M. Sundresh, Judge, Su-
preme Court of India, said
in Tiruchi on Saturday.

He addressing the se-
venth convocation cere-
mony of Tamil Nadu Na-
tional Law University
(TNNLU) on Saturday.

Justice Sundresh said:
“Words are the most po-
werful weapons that you
have to use carefully. The
craft of advocacy lies there.
If you master facts, you de-
velop the ability to twist
them. As the village-based
society changes in India,
emerging fields such as
commercial litigation, in-
tellectual property, perso-

M.M. Sundresh, Judge, Supreme Court, pre:
convocation of Tamil Nadu National Law University in Tiruchi on Saturday. M. MOORTHY

nal law and technology-
based fields like cyber-
crime will open up.” While
advising graduands to
adopt technology to ease
the paperwork, the judge
cautioned them against al-
lowing artificial intelli-
gence to take over litiga-
tion completely. Women

lawyers stood a chance to
excel in the legal profes-
sion, especially in dealing
with marital disputes.

The degrees were con-
ferred by Justice Sushrut
Arvind  Dharmadhikari,
Chief Justice of Madras
High Court and Chancellor
of TNNLU. Justice R. Su-

resh Kumar, judge, Madras
High Court, was present.
A total of 138 students
were awarded their de-
grees at the ceremony.

Funding for research

Vice-Chancellor V. Nagaraj,
who presented the annual
report, said the university

had received funding of %3
crore from Azim Premji
Foundation to carry out re-
search and training for
young advocates to en-
courage them to take-up
pro bono cases of clients
from economically weaker
sections. “This is a three-
year programme, at the
end of which, the students
will have to submit a re-
port. If the report is accept-
ed, the young lawyers can
start taking pro bono cas-
es. Every year, 10 candi-
dates will be selected, will
be given ¥20,000 as sti-
pend. The staff employed
by them will also be paid
salaries,” said Mr. Nagraj.

The V-C said the TNNLU
had approached the Ney-
veli Lignite Corporation for
corporate social responsi-
bility funding to start a re-
search, education, and
consultancy centre for
MSMEs.
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Young lawyers must embrace Al says SC judge

VIVANESH PARTHIBAN @ Tiruchy

~ EVEN as Artificial Intelligence
(AI) begins to diminish a few
roles of lawyers, young profes-
sionals must embrace the tech-
nology with caution, Supreme
Court judge MM Sundresh said
on Saturday. : :
Delivering a convocation ad-
dress at the seventh graduation
day of Tamil Nadu National
Law University (TNNLU), Jus-
tice Sundresh said Al is already
being deployed in countries

such as the US for legal opinion

and ro resolve civil dispute. “It
gives precise information and
opinion equivalent to many
minds,” he said.

Justice Sundresh noted that
the nature of disputes is evolv-
Ing alongside societal changes.
Matxjimonial litigations such
as divorce, child custody and
restitution cases are expected

Justices MM Sundresh and Sushrut
Arvind Dharmadhikarj conferring degree
on a graduand on Saturday | express

to rise, creating significant op-
portunities for women lawyers,
who’are already excelling in
this domain, he said.

As regards criminal cases,
Justice Sundresh said conven-

tional criminal cases and fam-
ily property disputes may grad-
ually decline due to

- urbanisation, shrinking joint

family structures and changing
social dynamics. In contrast,

emerging areas such as finan-
cial disputes, intellectual prop-
erty, cyber crime and white-col-
lar offences are expected to
dominate the future legal
landscape.

. Addressing students, Justice
Sundresh described lawyers as
“social engineers” and “social
doctors,” stressing their role in

resolving conflicts in society.

He underlined that advocacy

lies not merely in knowledge of .

law but in mastering facts and
presenting them effectively. “It
is the impact you make on the
judge that matters,” he said.
Justice Sundresh also urged

graduates to remain lifelong,

learners and adapt to techno-
logical disruptions, emphasis-
ing that those who effectively
integrate Al into their practice

- will be better positioned in the

evolving legal profession.
A total of 138 students re-

ceived degrees at the convoca-
tion, including 53 men and 85
women. Of these, 48 were from
BA LLB (Hons), 43 from BCom
LLB (Hons) and 47 from the
LLM programme.

Among toppers, Rajeta Shuk-
laa secured the firstrank in BA
LLB (Hons), followed by Mimi
Dharshana and Mohammed
Rayyan.

In the BCom LLB. (Hons)
programme, Aishwarya Math-
anan bagged the top rank, while
Mohamed Adnan Sami S and
Gnazhal Rani J secured second
and third places. Brindha S was
awarded the gold medal in the
LLM programme.

The convocation was presid-
ed over by Chief Justice of Ma-
dras High Court Sushrut
Arvind Dharmadhikari, Chan-
cellor of TNNLU.

Madras High Court Judge R
Suresh Kumar was present.
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Laws new frontlers favour

| - women, says SC ]udge Sundresh

Times News NETWORK

5 Trichy: Supreme Court judge

. MM Sundreshon Saturday sa-

. id the evolving landscape of
+ law is increasingly suited for
: ‘women, noting that they now

: form a significant proportion

: of lawstudents.
: Addressing the 7th convo-

cationof Tamil NaduNational '
: Law University (TNNLU), he

: saidtraditional civil litigation
: such as partition and declara-
: tion suits could decline, while

: - areas like intellectual proper--

: ty rights (IPR), finance and
: personal A
: matrimonial - disputes—are
: settogrow, offerlngstrongpro
: spectsforwomen.

: “The present trend shows
: more women enrolling in law.
: As society evolves and new fi-

: elds emerge, the profession is -

: becoming more suited for WO-.
: men,” hesaid.

Sundresh also urged gra-
i duates to adapt to technologi-

: calchanges, evenas he expres-

: sed caution about the growing

~ law—particularly

R Ba.skar

IN FLYING COLOURS: Supreme Court judge M M Sundresh attended

TNNLU s 7th convocation ceremony

ole of aI’tlﬁCIal 1nte111gence
“Iamscepticalaboutthisarea,
but it cannot be avoided. Al is
already enteringthelegalfield

- and beginning to influence the
- role of lawyers. This is happe-

ning in many countries, inclu-
ding the US. The role of lawy-
ers is gradually shrinking,
with legal opinions increa-
singly sourced from AI. The
difficult partis that Al-genera-

ted opinions may at times be
more accurate than those of

eventhebestlegalminds. That

- said; we must learn to embra-

cetechnology;” he added.
‘Atthe convocation, 138 stu-
dents—53 men and 85 women-
—received degrees. This in-
cluded48from BA LLB (Hons),

~43from BCom LLB (Hons) and

47 from LLM. Degrees were
conferred by Justice Sushrut
ArvindDharmaadhikari, Chi-

‘ef Justice of the Madras high

court and chancellor . of
TNNLU, and Justice R Suresh
Kumar of the Madras high co-

urt,
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